ſwer to all the Material OBJEc: 
| which have been raiſed again 
both Antient and Modern. 
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SAAL L make no other apology for 
Paubliſping this diſcourſe upon the Mi- 
cle, of our Bleſſed Saviour, than 
bat it is incumbent on every one, who 
Te bath leiſure and opportunity, to uſe 
Bis beſt endeavours to obuviate the pre- 
ſent pernicious attempts. of Infidels againſt the Chri- 
tian Religion: and fince the main proof and evidence 
2 of Chriſtianity ariſes from the Miracles which Chriſt 
1 wrought, I thought that a ſhort and plain diſcourſe 
8 n that ſubjef? in vindication of thoſe Miracles from 
the ſeveral objections which have been raiſed againſt 
them might be of ſome uſe to many perſons, who 
1115 not leiſure and inclination to peruſe larger trea- 
tiſes, . be IG 


- 


— 


| The literal ſenſe of our Bleſſed Saviours Miraclety 


1 and the fitneſs and propriet y of the-ſeveraC areun-. 
= . /ances mention d therein, have been admirabi wpell 
d eſended by the learned Biſhop Smalbroke, au b. 
JC K 2 “ 


& 
- ; 
- 
- 


' Author of thoſe excellent diſcourſes entitled, The Ml. 
racles of Jeſus vindicated, and others; and the - z 
antient Fathers of the Church have been fully prox d E | 
40 underjtand the Miracles of Jeſus Chrift in ide 
literal ſenſe, and have been clear'd jrom thoſe extrava- © 
gant and monſtrous interpretations which Mr Wool- = 


Aid gives allowance to ſuppoſe at leaſt, as another b 
learned Prelate of our Church obſerves *, that after 3 
all, our Saviour's Miracles may be real, while he Y 
undertakes io ſhew (for - ſo his own words are) that © 
Whether there be any ſenſe, truth and fact, or 27 
not, in the letter of Jeſus's Miracles, yet they 
-are typical things, and ought to be allegorically 
interpreted, and will receive a myſterious and 
more wonderful accompliſhment after the man- 
| | ner and to the ſame purpoſe that the Fathers 
= and he do apply them, being no other (whether 
: actually wrought or not) than figures, ſigns and 
emblems of his future and myſterious opera- 


TEN 1] 
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Aer this be tells us, that there is foundation 
enough to build allegorical interpretations on, 

> and particularly to prove the literal ſtories of 
Chriſt's Miracles to be emblems of his future "YN 
and myſterious operations. And he undertakes _ 

. abſalutely to demonſtrate, that the Miracles of Jeſus 1 
* will certainly receive ſuch a myſterious accom- 
pliſhment as the Fathers and he have beforehand 
interpreted them in; and tells us, that the thing = 
he nauſeates and abominates is the confinement = | 
of mens thoughts to the literal ſtories of Jeſus's  * 


4 Biſhop of London's Charge to his Clergy, 1730. p. 8, 9. 
M.iracles: 
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. — ffirncdes l dez us üben went Prolatr obfornct,. te 


reſerves io himſelf a right of reſuming, / be pleaſes, 


the argument againſt the literal truth of Chriſt's Mi- 
racles : and tho* as his Lordſhip well remarks, he 


will not ſurely think himſelf at liberty to reſume that 
argument, after he has made theſe Miracles to be 
Signs, Types and Figures, unleſs he firſt tells ut 


how a thing which has no real being at preſent can 


be the Sign or Type or Figure of a thing to come 5 
yet I fear Mr Woolſton will not eaſily be brought- 


off by the juſt force of that reaſoningg becauſe it is in 


this very thing his great error and deluſion does conſiſt; 
and in which he heavily complains of his adverſaries 
treatment af bim, when they contend that the Mi- 


racles of Feſus Chriſt could not have a moral and 
_ allegorical ſignification, 1f they were not real Facts; 
ſince according to him the Parables of the Goſpel 


(which are allow'd on all hands not to be real Faits 


in hiſtory) are as capable of being allegorized as the 


moſt uncontroveried hiſtorical Fatts can be *, 


But now the weakneſs of Mr Woolſton's com- 


pla int, and the great ſtrength. of his Opponents reaſons 


ing upon this head will be the better perceiv'd, i 


wwe conſider. the difference between them and Mr 
Woolſton in this particular, which depends entire 


ly upon a different way of underſtanding this mata 


ter; for when Mr Woolſton alledgas that the Mi- 


He (Biſhop Smalbroke) entirely miſtake; the deſign of my 


I diſcour es, he knows not what I aim and drive at. There is one 


paradox runs thro' his whole book, viz. that the literal flories of 
our Saviour Miracles muſt of neceſſity be true, or I ſhould haue 
no foundation to build allegory upon ; which is a groſs miſtake 
of other Writers again/t me as well as himſelf. Who knows not 
that the profeſt Parables of Feſus have 79 of letter in 


them, yet are a good foundation fer alltgaty ® Woolſtom ? De- 


facks 


( 


meaning 1h0'' thay are not rral Falls, he means 
70: more by the Miracles han the Narration of them 
in 1bs Goſpels. And in that ſenſe what he ſays is um 
queſtionably' tfue, ſince" a narration that is entirely 
parabolical is as capable" of an allegoritul ſenſe ad 


meaning, i. e. a ſenſe front from tht letter of the 
nurration, as a narration oy ide mot real and un- 


doubird Fafts can poſſibly: be. And indred ii would be 
very firange if it ſhould not, when tbe very nature 


and eſſence of a Parable conſiſtsin the Aer Ae 
is contuin'd in the words e 


Whereas when Bi ;/hop Nhatbrokewn! Aer content 5 


that the Miracles of our Bleſſed Saviour could not be 
allegorized'if they were no} literal or real, they mean 
by the Miracles not the Narration of the, as' Mt. 
Woolſton does, but the Fats themſelves, of which 
the Goſpel is the Narration. And they'think (and that 
with the-greateſt reaſon) that if thoſe Facts had not 
been really done, there would not have been ſuch a 


Narration of them as we have in the Goſpels ; fince 


as they rightly obſerve (and will be clearly ſeen in the 


Fr ur it is plainly a Narration not of 
5 parabolical, but real; the nos attending 10 


which is the ground of Mr Woolſton's net Y 
bis arte co treatment i fe mentioned. 


i 3 


od therefore the better to planes this com plaint, 
and 10 cut off all poſſibility of Mr Woolſton's re- 
teat, by his inſinuating that we firſt take it for grant- 
ed, that the Miracles of Chriſt are real Fatts, and 


then conclude that they could not have an allegorical 
ſenſe, if they had not a literal one; I thought it 


would not by amiſs to add to what hath been already 
advanced upon this ſubject a few plain and clear 


arguments to prove, that the Miracles of, our Bleſſd 
Sc aviour 


 ractesof Fes Chrifh ars capable of: having av- alle 


„ Li 1] : 1 
Saviour which are racardsd in Ihe Gaſpels are Teal 
Falls dane by Him; aud iberefore thatubey ane things 
Aiſtiuct from the Narnatian, and . conſequently. that 
they. are not Parables, «which have no unuth aud-reg- 
lay in them diſtimi nam the Narration.;. and kke- 
aniſe40 het, oat there is a manifeſt diſfereuce made 
even in tbe Goſpel itbſef between aur Bleſſed Sa- 
viour's Miracles and His Parables. And if this can 
be clearly made out, it will quite overthrow the 
ground and foundation upon which Mr Woolſton's 
main Hypotheſis is built and eſtabliſb' d. 


And at firſt I did not defign to proceed any further 
upon this ſubject than ibis, and to remove two or 
three exceptions, which this Author bath made againſt 
our Saviour*s Miracles confidered as Falis; but I 
ſoon call'd to mind, that” there were ather objections 
made by the enemies f our Faith againſt Chriſt's 
| Miracles, which, were more conſiderable than any 
thing which Mr Woolſton hath urged againſt 
them ; and that by reaſon of the. great artifice and 
induſtry of our adverſaries in ſpreading their poiſon 
in all parts of the Kingdom and eſpecially in and 
near the Metropolis, many perſons are in continual 
danger of being drawn away by their inſinuations 3 
and that tho* there have been ſufficient anſwers given 
to thoſe objectious, yet they lie ſcatter'd up and down 
in ſeveral diſtinf treatiſes, which many perſons who 
dre well diſhos'd have not opportunity aud leiſure to 
> peruſe; and therefore I concluded with'my :Jelf, that 
to have a clear and plain anſwer to all tho obje- 
* @ions in one view might be. of (great. ſervice.aud bene- 

: fit to ſuch-perſans, 355 | R | 


| : - 5 have uo more to add, but only to beg of God to 
give a bleſſing to this and all other endeavours, avhich 
are uſed for defeating . the pernicious attempts of #he 


enemies of our Holy Religion : and if this Eſſay 
ſhall have ſo much effect and influence upon any per- 
jons among us, as to confirm them the more ſtedfaſt- 
ly in the Faith of Cbriſts Goſpel (in the true belief 
and practice of which the greateſt perfection of hu- 
man nature does conſiſt) let them give God the Praiſe 
and Glory, and ] have the end which I propos'd in 


the publication, 
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BAG. 9. 1. 15. infead of for read and. Ibid. not. 1. 3. for 
L Thegſe r. THegla. p. 1 ö. I. 6. inſead of for r. of. p. 18. 
I. 1, for as r. which. p. 21. not. lin. 1. for Vid. p. 17. r. p. 13. 
P- 24. for Chiſtian r. Chriſtian. p. 25. 1. 20. for but r. for. 


P. 26. the note is ta be read at the bottom of p. 25. p. 28. not, 


I. 3. For ſunt r. ſint. p. 30. not. I. 33. after disbelieved add, 
p- 33. I. 5. after which, add he thinks. p. 36. I. 13. for re- 
preſented r. repreſents. p. 43-1. 1. for nature r. native. ibid. 
not. for Ibid. p. 32. r. Vid p- 34, &c. of this treatiſe. p. 52. 
not. I. 9. for their hardneſs and flowneſs of the hearts, r. the 
hardneſs and ſlowneſs of their hearts. p. 55. not. lin. ult. for 
(rot. de ver. lib. xi. $.5. r. lib. f. F. P. 101. not. 1.9. for 
Councils r. Converts. p. 114. 1. 6. for but r. as 
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Reality and Authority 
OF OUR 
Bleſſed SA v1ovur's Miracles 


DEFENDED, Cc. 


RN T is not my deſign at preſent, 
do treat of the excellency of 
our Bleſſed Saviour's miracles, 
which is what Nicodemus might 

perhaps have in his view, when 
he ſaid to our Saviour in the 
— goſpel, No man can do theſe mi- 
racles that thou doſt. Foh. iii. 2. Neither do I 
propoſe at this time to enlarge upon the nature 
and kinds of miracles, and what proof and evi- 
dence they give us of the truth of Chriſtianity 
for this is a ſubject that hath been fully handled 
by many excellent writers, from whom any one 
that is deſirous of it, may receive compleat ſa- 


DULL PI 


be no great neceſlity of inſiſting upon it, ſince 
I AIC B ER.” in 


| . oy 


in the place of ſcripture before-mentioned, we 
have the expreſs acknowlegement of Nicodemus, 
who was a ruler of the Jews, i. e. one of their 

reat council or Sanhedrim, that the miracles 
which Chriſt wrought, were a ſufficient evidence 
of his divine authority, For ſays he, to our 
Bleſſed Saviour, Rabbi, we know that thou art 
a teacher come from God, for no man can do theſe 
miracles that thou doſt, except God be with him. 
Nay ſo great is the evidence of truth, which 
ariſes from the working of real miracles, that 
Spinoza himſelf, who was one of the moſt learned 
of all our modern atheiſts, did yet acknowlege, 
as the learned Mr Gurdon (a) obſerves from Mon- 


ſieur Bayle, that if he could have believed the 


matter of fact of that one miracle, of Lazarus 


being raiſed to life again after he had been really 
dead, he would have given up the whole cauſe of 


infidelity, owned our Saviour's miſſion to have 


been from God, and embrac'd the chriſtian faith. 
And indeed there is nothing which does ſo ful- 


ly manifeſt the great power and authority of 


real and undoubted miracles, as the reſtleſs and 


implacable endeavours of all the adverſaries of 
our faith, to undermine the truth and reality 
of them. And therefore I ſhall not ſpend any 
more time in the illuſtration of that point, but 
mall proceed to that which is of much greater 
neceſſity, vi. to eſtabliſh the truth and certain- 


ty of our Bleſſed Saviour's miracles beyond all 


contradiction. And I do not know how I can 
do any thing of ſo great importance to the be- 
nefit and happineſs of mankind, ſince if the 
miracles of our Saviour, as they are recorded 


in the goſpel, can once be prov'd to be cer- 
tain and indubitable, they will infallibly demon- 


(a) Gurdon's Sermons at Boyle's Lectures, p. 35 5. 
| ſtrate 


> 


Et 


ſtrate that he came from God, and conſequent- 
ly will aſſure us of that life and immortality 
which he hath brought to light by his goſpel. 
and methinks if prejudice were ever allowable 
in any caſe, it might, in ſome meaſure, be in- 
dulg'd in favour of Chriſtianity, when we conſi- 
der the invaluable nature and excellency of our 
holy religion; how much it tends to the honour 
and glory of God, and the preſent and future 
happineſs of Men. But I do not ſpeak this as 
if I claim'd or deſir'd this favour and privilege ; 
all that I requeſt of any man, is, that he would 
not entertain any prejudice againſt Chriſtianity 3 
but that he would coolly and impartially ex- 
amine into the nature of it, and judge of the 
evidence of it's truth by the ſame rules and crite- 
rions of certainty which he thinks ſufficient in all 
other caſes, Now the method which ] ſhall take 
in the handling of this ſubject, ſhall be to vin- 


dicate the truth and reality of our Bleſſed Sa- 


viour's miracles, by anſwering all the material 
and conſiderable objections, which the enemies 
of our faith have as yet urged againſt them. 
And then, in the ſecond place, to make ſome 
uſeful obſervations, in which I ſhall confirm 
the truth and authority of the goſpel, in which 
theſe miracles are recorded. 

The objections that have been raiſed againſt 
the miracles of our Bleſſed Saviour, are of two 
forts. Firſt, The objections of thoſe who either 


queſtion or deny the truth and certainty of the 


facts themſelves. And, Secondly, the objections 
of ſuch as allowing our Saviour's miracles to be 
real facts, do either deny them to be what we 
call by the name of miracles, or elſe alledge 
ſome pretence and hypotheſis or other to ſolve 
the argument ariſing from the power and au 
thority of them, | 


B2 | And, 


And, Firſt, T will conſider the objections of F 
thoſe who queſtion or deny the truth and cer- _ 7 
tainty of the facts themſelves. But before I E | 
proceed to this, it will be very proper and ne- 5 
ceſſary to make two or three previous obſer- 
vations concerning miracles, which there will 

be occaſion to refer to in the following diſ- 
courſe. 


I. A miracle, as a great author deſcribes () 
it, is a ſupernatural effect, evident and wonder- 
ful to ſenſe. In which deſcription it is not ſup- 
poſed, that there is, from the nature of the 
thing, any greater difficulty in the working of 
thoſe things that are miraculous, than many of 
thoſe which are more ordinary and common. 

For it certainly requires as great a degree of 
| Power to put nature into that genera] order and 

3 courſe, in which it is eſtabliſhed, as it does to 
| divert that order and courſe in any particular in- 
S ſtance; and yet the latter is what we call a miracle, 


| * 

1 and not the other. It is certainly as great an 

| argument of power, and ſeemingly to us a much | 
1 greater, to cauſe the ſun, or any of the planets, _ 
| 5 


to move conſtantly and regularly in their or- 
bits, than to put a ſtop to their motion; and 
yet this latter we account miraculous and not 
the former. And the reaſon of it is grounded 
upon this, that God having created this world, 
and eſtabliſhed every thing therein, in that parti- 
cular courſe and order, which was moſt conducive 
to the great ends and deſigns of his wiſdom 
and providence, we cannot rationally ſuppoſe 
that either God himſelf will change this order 
which he hath ſettled in nature, or ſuffer any 
inferior agents, who are all dependent upon him, 
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(6) Tillotſon's Murks, Fol. Pol. iii. p. 495. 
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to make any material alterations therein, unleſs it 
be upon Tome very weighty and important occa- 
ſions, in which his own glory and the benefit 
and happineſs of mankind is much concerned. 

II. It has heen a matter of great diſpute among 
learned men, what power the Devil and his 
agents have in working thoſe things which we 
call miracles; and whether thoſe wonderful 
things faid to be done by them, were really 
and in fact performed, or only in deluſion or 
in appearance; there is a great deal which hath 
been ſaid on both ſides; but it is not neceſſary, 
to the preſent ſubject, to enter into this contro- 
verſy: for how great ſoever the power of the 
Devil may be in this particular, the cauſe of 
Chriſtianity will not in the leaſt degree be af- 
fected by it; as we ſhall more plainly perceive 
by conſidering the caſe of miracles, as they are 
wrought by evil ſpirits, in theſe following ſe- 
ctions. | 

Firſt, As“ the Devil and his angels are ſpi- 
rits of great knowlege and capacity, and eſpe- 
cially as they are to us inviſible, there is no 
doubt but they are able to work miracles, or 
(which comes much to the ſame thing) ſuch ſigns 
and wonders as we are not able to diſtinguiſh 
from true miracles. And this the holy ſcrip- 
ture ſuppoſes, as in Deut. xiii. where Moſes in- 
ſtructs the eus, that if any prophet ſhould give 
them a ſign or a wonder to entice them to the 
worſhip of falſe gods, and the ſign or won- 
der ſhou*d come to paſs, that nevertheleſs they 
ſhould not hearken to the words of that pro- 


Phet, ver. 1, 2, 3. and St Paul ſpeaking of An- 


tichriſt, tells us that his coming is after the work- 


* Vid. Grot. de verit. Relig. Chriſtiane, lib. iv. 5. 8. 
1 


161 
ing of Satan, with all power, and ſigns and lying 
Wonders, (c) and with all deceivableneſs of un- 
righteouſneſs, 2 Theſſ. ii. 9, 10. And when our 
Bleſſed Saviour cautioned his diſciples againſt the 
falſe chriſts, and falſe prophets thar ſhould ariſe, 
he obſerves that they ſhould ſhew great ſigns and 
Avonders, inſomuch that (if it were poſſible) they 
ſhould” deceive the very elect. Matth.. xxiv. 24. 
Now I cannot ſee of what uſe and ſervice it will 
be to religion, to aſſert that theſe and the like 
wonderful things, which are here aſcribed to 
evil ſpirits, were not really and in fact perform- 
ed by them, but were only deluſory and in ap- 
pearance. For, Firſt, as Archbiſhop Tillotſon (d) 
well obſerves in the caſe of the magicians of 
Egypt, (and it will equally hold in all others) I 
do not ſee what is gained by ſaying that the 
magicians did only delude mens ſenſes, but did 
not turn their rods really into ſerpents as Aaron 
did his; becauſe this may be ſaid on one ſide 
as well as the other; for to the ſtanders by there 
was no difference, but- the one ſeem'd to the 
ſenſes of the beholders, to be as real as the p- 
ther; and the text makes no difference, but ſays 
the magicians did in like manner. For they caſt 
down every man his rod, and they became ſerpents.. 
Exod. vii. 11, 12. And, Secondly, as the learn- 
ed Dr Samuel Clarke well expreſſes it, (e) to im- 
poſe in this manner upon the ſenſes of men (not : 
by ſleights and deluſions, but by really ſo affect- 4 
ing the organs of ſenſe, as to make things appear 
what they are not) is to all intents and purpoſes 
as true a miracle, and. as great a one, as making 
real changes in the things themſelves. To which 


we may add what Dr Tillotſon (F) ſays upon the 
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{c) Vid. Grot. in loc. (4) Vol. iii. p. 496. 
(e} Sermons at Boyle's Lectures. part. 2. prop. xiv. F. 5. 
. Tillotſon 3414, Ss 
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ſame head, that if we are not to believe any 
thing to be a miracle, when to our ſenſes it ap- 
pears to be wrought, we are never to believe a- 
ny, unleſs we could make ſome difference be- 
tween thoſe miracles which are real, and thoſe 
chat only appear to be wrought; for if we 
know not how to diſtinguiſh them, they are all 


one to us as if they were real. So that there 


is no neceſlity and reaſon at all, (neither do I 


think it will any ways tend to the advantage of 
_ Chriſtianity) to ſuppoſe, that the miracles or won- 
ders performed by evil ſpirits were not real, but 


only deluſory and in appearance. I know that 
which renders many learned men averſe to this 


opinion is, that they imagine the allowing the 
miracles of evil ſpirits to be real, will infer in 


them a power of creation; which is abſurd and 
impoſſible, as we ſhall ſee preſently; and this 


perhaps was the reaſon why Juſtin Martyr, Ter- 


zullian, and many others of the ancient fathers 
of the church were of that mind, and thought 
that the miracles which the magicians of Egypt 


wrought were only in appearance (g). But there 


are ſeveral ſolutions which may be given of that 
caſe, which will account for the truth and reali- 
ty of the miracles, without aſcribing to evil ſpi- 
rits a power of creation, as will be evident to a- 
ny one who will conſult the critics upon the text 


laſt mentioned. 


Secondly, Tho? there is no doubt but that evil 
ſpirits have a power of working real miracles, 
yet it is certain that their power is reſtrained 
and limited, and depends intirely upon God's 
permiſſion. And it is generally agreed by learn- 
ed men, that how great ſoever their power may 


(g) Vid. Poli Synopſ. Critic. in Exod. vii. 12. 


be, 


[8] 


be, it does not extend to any thing which im- 


plies omnipotence, or a power equal to that of 


creation; Which was the caſe of our Bleſſed Sa- 


viour's miracles as they are recorded in the goſ- 


pel; it being manifeſtly as great an inftance of 

power to give fight to thoſe who were born blind, 
to reſtore parts that were abſolutely decayed to 
their proper uſes, and to raiſe the dead, and all 
this by immediate word and command ; as it was 


to create a being at firſt, and to endue it with life 
and all the proper inſtruments of motion and ſen- 


fation. And there 1s a very plain reaſon for put- 
ting this limitation upon the power of evil ſpirits; 
fince, as a learned Prelate obſerves, (Y) their 
power is not infinite, and no leſs power than 
what is infinite is able to overcome the other- 
wiſe inſuperable difficulties and natural impoſſibi- 
lities that attend ſuch things: and as the ſame ex- 
cellent author well argues, if any inferior beings 
had independently of God a power of perform- 
ing ſuch miraculous actions as theſe, they muſt 
be ſuppoſed to have a power of creating and 


reſtoring, equal to that of God himſelf, which 


would make them ceaſe to be created and inferior 
agents, and manifeſtly infer a plurality of Gods, 
which is contrary to the ſtricteſt reaſon and de- 


monſtration. And therefore tho? evil ſpirits may 


have a power of working real miracles, yet I 
cannot fee what prejudice this can be to the cauſe 
of Chriſtianity, ſince itis plainly limited to thoſe of 
an inferior kind, and cannot extend to ſuch mi- 
racles as imply omnipotence and the power of 
creation, which the miracles of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour plainly do. I know indeed that ſome men 


( Biſhop Smalbroke's Vindication of our Bleſſed Saviour's 
Miracles, part i. pag. 12. 


make 
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make a diſtinction between ſigns and wonders 


and miracles in order to avoid the difficulty of 


allowing the Devil a power of working real mi- 
racles; and think that tho? the Devil may have 
an ability to work ſigns and wonders, yet he 
cannot work any real miracles. But this 1s only 
a different way of expreſſing the ſame thing, 


and ſignifies no more than that the power of 


the Devil in working of miracles is very much 
inferior to that of God. For there does not ſeem 
to me to be any difference in the things which are 
expreſſed by theſe three different words; but that 
according to the uſual language of ſcripture. 
they are only different expreſſions of the ſame 
thing. Andi there be any real difference between 
them, yet it will be to no purpoſe to urge it in 
the preſent caſe; ſince, as the learned Grotins (i) 
obſerves, the ſame variety of expreſſion is uſed con- 
cerning the miracles of Satan and his miniſters, as 
of thoſe of our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf. 2 The. 
ii. 9. AFs ii. 22. And therefore the difference 
between the one and the other is not to be 


judg'd of by the variety of expreſſions (H, but 


by the ditferent degrees of power which are 
conſpicuous and viſible in the different miracles 
which are wrought by them. But, 


(i) Grot. in 2 Theſſ. ii. g. 

( It 7s to no purpoſe to enquire nicely into the difference of 
theſe words onutit, Tiegſs, Juv2jss. ſigns, wonders, and 
miracles ; becauſe in all probability there is no difference in- 
tended ; it being the manner of the Hebrews, when they would 
expreſs a great thing, or a great degree of any thing, to heap 
Jeveral words together ſignifying the ſame thing; jo we find 
Deut. vi. 6. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy might. 1. e. 
Greatly, with a very ardent and intenſe degree of affettiun. 
So likewiſe in the text, God is ſaid to bear witneſs to the 
Apoſtles with ſigns, and wonders, and miracles. 7. e. in a very 
extraordinary manner, by great and wonderful miracles. Til- 


totſon Vol. 3. p. 495. Third! 
ir Jo 
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Thirdly and laſtiy, That we may be effeftual- 
ly ſecur'd from the pernicious influence of thoſe 
ſigns or miracles which are wrought by evil ſpi- 


Tits to countenance their deſigns, it has pleaſ- 
ed God in his good providence to give us theſe 
two plain rules, by which we may certainly diſ- 
cover the cheat and deluſion of them. Firſt, The 
nature of the deſign or doctrine, for the ſupport 
of which the miracles are wrought, will ſuffici- 


ently diſcover to us the author and original of 


them; if the doctrine be holy and divine, and 
agreeable to the attributes and perfections of God, 
we may be aſſured that the miracles which are 
wrought in proof of it are derived from his au- 
thority ; for it is abſolutely inconſiſtent. with the 
nature of the Devil and with the deſign ahd in- 
tereſts of his kingdom, to work any miracles in 


teſtimony of ſuch doctrine ; for this would be to 


deftroy and divide his kingdom againſt itſelf, as 
our Bleſſed Saviour excellently argued with the 


Fews, when they objected to his miracles as if 


they were wrought by the power of the Devil. 
Matth. xii. 35, Cc. and therefore the excellency 
and goodneſs of the doctrine is a ſafe and ſure 
uide to us in this reſpect. And on the other 
ſide, if the doctrine be in its nature evil and 
tends to ſin, if it be in any wiſe inconſiſtent with 
the honour and glory of God and the peace and 
happineſs of human ſociety, we may be as ſure 
that it des not come from God, how many and 
great ſoever may be the wongers and miracles which 
are wrought in teſtimony of it, as we are certain 
from the undeniable principles of natural religi- 
on, that God is a Being of infinite holineſs and 
purity, and conſequently that he cannot have 
any pleaſure in wickedneſs, or give the leaſt um- 
brage or countenance to ſin and iniquity. 
But, Secondly, left men ſhould not think that 
the goodneſs of the doctrine ſhould in this caſe be 


ſufficien 


. r  e:o 
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ſufficient for their direction and ſecurity ; but 
ſhould wonder to find that the Devil can work 
any miracles at all to countenance his deſigns; 
it has pleaſed God to grve thoſe, who have his 
authority and commiſſion, a power to work much 
oreater and more aſtoniſhing miracles than the 
Devil can do, and alſo (which is a moſt convin- 
cing evidence in this caſe) to put a manifeſt check 
and reſtraint upon the Devil's power whenſoever 
they pleaſe. Thus it was in the caſe of Maſes 
and the magicians of Egypt, when they contended 


together for ſuperiority. The magicians did in- 


deed cauſe their rods to become ſerpents as Aa- 
ron did, Exod. vil. 11, 12. but here was a mani- 


| feſt inſtance of ſuperiority on Maſes's fide, becauſe 


it is faid in the ſame place that Aarons rod fwal- 
lowed up their rods, And tho? afterwards the ma- 
gicians brought up frogs upon the land as well as 
Aaron, chap. viii. 6, 7. yet the authority of 


Moſes and Aaron was in this reſpect viſibly 


greater than that of the magicians, becauſe they 
could not by their power deliver the land from 
them; but Pharaoh was obliged to apply him- 
ſelf to Moſes and Aaron that they would intrear 
the Lord to remove them from the land, and it 
was done accordingly, ver. 8, 13. And imme- 
diately after this we find a manifeſt reſtraint laid 
upon the power of the magicians; for when the 

attempted to ſmite the duſt of the earth that it 
might become lice, as Moſes and Aaron had 


done before them; the ſcripture tells us they 


could not. And accordingly we find they 
gave up the cauſe, and acknowledged the 
miracle was done by the finger of God, ver. 
16 0 20, So that here was no danger at all 
of being impoſed upon by the power of the 
Devil in the wonderful things which the magi- 
clans performed; ſo long as Moſes and Aaron 

C 2 had 
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had ſuch a manifeſt ſuperiority of power on their 
ſide, and at length put a final ſtop and ceſſation 
to that of the Devil. And in the ſame manner 
the Apoſtles confuted the pretenſions of Simon 
Magus, who had ſo infatuated the people of Sa- 
maria with his ſorceries that he was ſaid to be the 
great power of God, by conferring the gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt upon them; which Simon well know- 
ing that he could not do, would fain have pur- 
chaſed it with money, Ads vii. 9 to 20. And 
to mention no more, when Elymas the ſorcerer 
withſtood St Barnabas and St Paul, (whom Ser- 
gius Paulus the deputy of Cyprus had ſent for that 
he might hear the word of God) and had endeavou- 
red to turn away the deputy from the faith, we 


find that St Paul ſoon exerted his power over 


him by cauſing him to become blind, ſo that 
he could not ſee the ſun for a ſeaſon. Ads xiii. 
6 10 12. And perhaps this method of God's 
providence in ſuffering the Devil thus to ſtand 
in competition with his own Prophets and Apo- 
ſtles, may be more effectual to the conviction of 
unbelievers, than if they had performed their mi- 
raculous actions alone and by themſelves: for it 
has ever been the conſtant opinion of mankind, 
that the Devil is a being of great capacity and 
power, and upon this apprehenſion it was natural 
for unbelievers to ſupport their cauſe againſt the 
proper eftect and influence of thoſe miracles, 
which true Prophets and Apoſtles might per- 
form; by conceiving that 'the Devil could at 
any time do the like whenever he ſhould think 
fit to exert himſelf ; whereas when they plainly 
ſaw that the miracles which the ſervants of God 
wrought were ſuperior to and much greater 
than thoſe of the Devil, and not only fo, but 
that they viſibly put a ſtop to his power, they 
were obliged to give up the cauſe of infidelity, 

„ 


„„ 
and acknowlege that thoſe perſons were ſent from 
God; which accordingly we find was generally 
done by them, and not by them only, but by 
the miniſters of Satan themſelves, as appears 
from the forementioned inſtances. 


III. Tho' the chief and principal deſign of 
working miracles be to atteſt the authority of a- 
ny perion or doctrine, yet it is poſſible miracles 
may not be ſo abſolutely reſtrained to that par- 
ticular; but God may have different ends 
and deſigns of his providence to be ſerved by 
them. (/) St Paul among the various gifts of 
the Spirit, which were communicated to the 
Chriſtians in his time, mentions that of working 
miracles, 1 Cor, xii. 10. And this miraculous 
power remained in the Church for a great while 
after; and particularly the power of caſting out 
devils continued to the Third century, as the 
ancient Fathers of the Church aſſure us. And 
tho' this power was to all impartial obſervers 
a very good evidence of the truth of Chriſtianity, 
yet there is no doubt but it was exerciſed by 
many perſons, who had no immediate authority 
and commiſſion from God to preach and eſta- 
bliſh any doctrine ; ſince many of the Fathers aſ- 
ſure us upon their own knowlege, that this latter 
gift was common to the meaneſt Chriſtian in 
their times. () And therefore it ſeems to be a 
particular act of God's goodneſs to the Chriſtian 
Church to give it ſuch an extraordinary power 
over the Devil, till his influence upon the bo- 
dies of men ſhould wholly ceaſe ; and if in other 
ages of the world, it ſhall pleaſe God to give to 


(/) Simileſque aliorum prodigiorum cauſæ exiſtere potue- 
runt, quæ cum religione nil haberent commune. Grot. de 


Veritat. lib. iv. F. 8. 
= Vid. Tillotſon, Vol. iii. p. 508. 


any 


Ce _ 
any good men a power of working miracles, 
either as a mark of dignity and character to a 

erſon who is to be an inſtrument of ſome pecu- 
liar deſigns of his providence, (which a learned 
critic (n) thinks to be the caſe of Veſpaſian, if 
he really performed thoſe miraculous cures aſ- 
cribed to him, of which more hereafter) or as 
particular inſtances of grace and goodneſs, he 
knows with whom he truſts that power, and 
that it is in the hands of ſuch as will not make 
an ill uſe of it; by eſtabliſhing any doctrines as 
coming from him, for which they have not his 
warrant and authority ; or if they ſhould preſume 
to do ſo, he can eaſily ſuppreſs their power, when 
ever they ſhould dare to make ſuch an attempt. 
And therefore it does not ſeem to be any preju- 
dice to the doctrine of miracles as they are al- 
leg'd in teſtimony of the divine authority of 
perſons or doctrines, if we ſhould ſuppoſe they 
may be fometimes wrought upon other occaſi- 
ons; the uſe that is to be of which obſervation we 
ſhall ſee more hereafter. And thus having made 
ſome neceſſary obſervations concerning miracles, 
I proceed to the main conſideration, which is to 
vindicate the miracles of our Bleſſed Saviour 
from all the material and conſiderable objections 
which have been raiſed againſt them. And, 
Firſt, Let us conſider the argument of 
thoſe perſons who queſtion and ſuſpect the truth 
and reality of our Bleſſed Lord's miracles ; tho? 
they do not poſitively and abſolutely deny it. 


(m) Smalbroke Vindicat. p. 24. Si verum eſt per Vel- 
paſianum cæco, Cc. Fit be true that Veſpaſian reftored a 
blind man to his fight, it might be done to give the greater 
generatioꝝ to him upon this account, and that by this means he 
might the more eaſily obtain the Roman empire; and he was 
therefore made choice of by God, that he might execute his 
Judgments upon the Jews, Grot. ibid. See the notes upon the 


Place in Grotius. 
Now 


Ea 
Now the ground of theſe mens jealouſy and 
ſuſpicion in this matter 1s this, they obſerve 
there hath been a great deal of impoſture in 
this point of miracles, both in the former and 
latter ages of the Church ; and that, as a great 

writer (1) expreſſes it, the cuſtom of embelliſh- 
ing all remarkable events with miracles was 
| for ſeveral ages in faſhion : and therefore the 

*- are apt to think that the caſe of our Bleſſed Sa- 

"3 viour's miracles may be the ſame ; and that not- 
withſtanding the ſeeming authority and evidence 
with which they have been reported to the world, 
they might have been in a great meaſure owing 
to the weakneſs and credulity of the people, or 
to the art and contrivance of cunning and deſign- 
ing men. This is the plea, which our modern 
infidels moſt commonly make to excuſe them- 
ſelves for their ſuſpicion of the truth and rea- 
lity of Chriſt's miracles; but tho? there have 
been ſome conſiderable men amongſt them, who 
have ſheltered themſelves by this kind of reaſon- 
ing, yet it is in itſelf very weak and trifling. For 
it is never allowed to be a good argument, that 
there is no ſuch thing as truth, becauſe there 
is ſome deceit and impoſture. A man might 
as well argue that there is no true coin, becauſe 
there is confeſſedly ſome that is adulterate : or, 

ſince it is undeniable that there have been 
many falſe and ſpurious books impos'd upon the 
world, therefore there is no diſcourſe or hiſtory 
which is authentick and genuine. But we muſt not 
let the matter paſs thus, but ſince the enemies 
of our faith lay ſo much weight thereupon, it 
ſhall therefore be more throughly and diſtinct- 

ly conſidered. Now the impoſture and deceit 
upon which theſe men ground their ſuſpicion, 

4 being applied to the miracles which were ſaid 


Cu Rapin's Hiſtory of England, 2 . 
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to be done in the former as well as the latter 
ads of the Church; it will be proper and neceſ- 
fary to conſider this matter under theſe two 
heads and diſtinctions. And, 85 . 
Firſt, As to the former ages of the Church. 
Now that which they urge in their behalf upon 
this head is this; viz. that there are many re- 
lations of miracles given to us by ſome of the 
moſt eminent Fathers of the Church, ſuch as 
St Baſil, St Ambroſe, St Auſtin, and particularly 
by St Jerom, which are upon all accounts fo irra- 
tional and incredible, that ſome even of our own 
divines do not give their aſſent to them; and 
chiefly thoſe extravagant relations which they 
make of great and extraordinary cures, which 
were ſaid to be wrought at the tombs and ſepul- 
chres of the Martyrs: among which St Ferom 
particularly gives us a very wonderful inſtance, 
that after the body of Hilarion was ſtolen out 
of Cyprus where it was interred, and carried in- 
to Paleſtine, upon which a certain woman who 
formerly went conſtantly to his tomb was ready 
to break her heart; God took ſo much pity up- 
on her, that as the true body wrought great 
miracles in Paleſtine, ſo likewiſe many and great 
miracles continued ſtill to be wrought in Cy- 
Prus at the tomb where it was firſt laid (o). 
Upon this out modern infidels argue thus ; that 
fince the world was plainly impoſed upon in 
theſe miraculous relations which are given to us 
in the fourth age, and by ſuch eminent and 
approv'd writers as were juſt now mentioned, 
why may we not paſs the ſame judgment con- 
cerning thoſe miracles which are ſaid to be done 
by Jeſus Chriſt? for a full anſwer to which ob- 


(0 ) Vid. Burnet on the xxxix Articles. artic. xxii. 5. 243 : 
Cave's Primitive Chriſtianity, part. i. chap. 3. towards the end. 


jection 
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jection let the reader be pleafed to attend to 
theſe following conſiderations, 4 
- Firft, Suppoſing that theſe relations of Mira- 
cles which are given tous by the Fathers of the 
fourth age are entirely falſe, and that theſe pious 
and good men were too credulous and too 
eaſily impos'd upon in the belief of them; yet 
this will not in the leaſt affect the cauſe of our 
Bleſſed Saviour's Miracles, as they are related 
to us by the holy Apoſtles. For however the Fa- 
thers of the fourth age might have been deluded in 
this matter (of which more ſhall be ſaid preſently ) 
yet the Apoſtles could not poſſibly be miſtaken 
and impoſed upon in the affair of Chriſt's Mira- 
cles. For the Miracles which our Bleſſed Saviour 
wrought were the objects of their ſenſes, and there- 
fore they could not poſſibly be decerved about 
them; they were done publickly in the preſence 
of enemies as well as friends; and the facts 
which the Apoſtles gave teſtimony to were not 
delivered upon the report of other perſons, as ma- 
> ny of the miraculous relations of the Fathers un- 
doubtedly were, but the Apoſtles were themſelves 
the eye witneſſes of them. 1 Fob. i. 1. And then as 
the Apoſtles could not poſſibly be deceived them 
ſelves in this matter, ſo neither could they poſ- 
ſibly deceive others, as I ſhall fully ſhew from 
ſeveral concurrent reaſons and circumſtances in 
the latter part of this diſcourſe, in which I ſhall 
confirm the truth and authority of the holy 


2 Goſpel, in which the Miracles of our Bleſſed 


Saviour are recorded. And therefore whatever 
becomes of the authority of the Fathers of the 
fourth age and of the truth of thoſe miracu- 
lous relations here mentioned, the teſtimony 
which the Apoſtles gave to the reality of Chriſt's 
Miracles will remain clear and irrefragable, if 

once we can prove the Goſpel to be a true hiſto- 
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ry; as I do not in the leaſt doubt but T ſhall do 
beyond all contradiction, when the ſeries of this 
_ diſcourſe leads me to that particular. But, 

Secondly, It is not ſo certain as ſome of our 
modern Infidels pretend, that the relations of the 
Fathers above mentioned concerning the Miracles 
done at the Sepulchres of the Martyrs are falſe 
and incredible. There are indeed ſome very 
(D) learned Men who think ſo ; and Biſhop Bur- 
net ſeems to give entirely into that opinion, and 
to ſecure the credit and reputation of the Fathers 
he imagines that ſome paſſages might have been 
foiſted into their writings after their deaths: (q) 
but this is an arbitrary and precarious aſſertion. 
For tho it is certain that not only many whole 
books have been forged in the name of Au- 
© thors to whom they did not belong, but alſo 
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(p) The Miracles at the Sepulchres of Holy Men then began 
| to be boaſted of, when the Chriſtians having the power in their 
Bands began to make an advantage of the Martyrs and other 
dead bodies in thoſe Churches in which they were buried. Where- 
fore I would not have this argument made uſe of, leſt we dimi- 
niſh from the Credibility of certain Miracles by theſe doubtful 
or fictitious ones. Every one kuows how many ſtories are rela- 
ted after the 4th Century about this matter. But Origen does 
not mention any ſuch Miracles, but in his 7th book againſt Celſus 
ſays, * very many Miracles of the Holy Spirit were manife/ted 
at the beginning of Jeſus's Dofrine, and after his Aſcenſion, 
« but afterwaras they were fewer ; however there are now ſome 
« footfteps of them in ſome few, whoſe minds are purified by Rea- 
« fon, and their actions agreeable thereto.” Who can believe 
that ſo many Miracles ſhould be done in one or two Centuries 
after Origen, when there was leſs need of them ? Certainly it 
zs as lawful to derogate from the Credibility of the Miracles of 
the 4th and 5th Centuries, as it would be impudent to deny the 
Miracles of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. Theſe Miracles could not 
be declared without danger, thoſe could not be rejected without 
danger, nor be believed without profit to thoſe who perhaps forg- 
ed them; which isa great difference. Monſ. Le Clerc's Notes on 
Grotius de Verit. Chriſt. Relig. book iii. 5. 7. Vide Cave's 
Primitive Chriſtianity, lib. i. ch. 3. + | 25 
(7) Burnet, Artic. XXII. p. 243. 
ä many 
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< many parcels have been laid in among their 
genuine productions, which as the Biſhop ob- 
ſerves are not ſo eaſily to be diſtinguiſhed, yet 
there is no good proof that theſe paſſages are of 
that kind, and therefore according to the true 
rules of criticiſm upon Authors they ſhould be 
allowed to be genuine till the contrary is pro- 
ved. 

But there are two reaſons given by Biſhop 
Burnet why theſe relations of the Fathers con- 
cerning the Miracles done at the Martyrs Tombs 
are incredible. The firſt reaſon is, that there 
js no account of theſe Miracles given to us by 
< the writers of the three firſt ages, when there 


was more occaſion for them during the perſe- 


* cution than after it was over; it being much 
© more neceſſary then to furniſh Chriſtians with 
« ſo ſtrong a motive as this muſt have been to 
© reſiſt even to Blood, when God was pleaſed ſo 
* ſignally to glorify Himſelf in his Saints.“ (7) 
The other reaſon is, that St Chryſaſtom wha is 
one of the moſt valuable Fathers that lived 
in that age, and was a very active and in- 
quiſitive man, and who ſpent his whole life 
between two of the moſt public ſcenes of the 
world, Antioch and Conſtantinople, mentions 
nothing at all of theſe great Wonders, but 
plainly declares that Miracles were ceaſed in 
his time, for which he gives very good rea- 
“ ſons (s). 1 | 

Wo tho? it be very true that St Chry/o/tom 
does aſſert this, yet as Archbiſhop Til9t/on ob- 
_ ſerves (1), this doth not contradict what St Au- 
tin and the other Fathers aſſert concerning the 
Miracles done at the tombs of the Martyrs. 
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. Burnet Artic. XXII. 5. 243. .) Ibid. 244. 
/.) Tillotſon Vol. iii. p. og 510. 
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For St Chryſoſtom ſpeaks of the living Teachers 
and members of the Church, in whom theſe 
miraculous gifts and powers were ceaſed; but 

that ſome miraculous cures were wrought upon 

the prayers of Chriſtians at the tombs of the 

Martyrs, is, ſays Tillotſon, a confirmation of the 

thing, that God deſigned to honour the primitive 
Chriſtians and Martyrs with theſe gifts, and not 

"tc continue them to the ſucceeding ages of the 
Church. And therefore, ſays he, God was 
pleaſed that ſo many wonderful things ſhould 
be done at their ſepulchres, to ſhew that He did 

intend that theſe miraculous powers and gifts 

ſhould die with them, and continue no longer 
in the living members of the Church.“ From 
which paſſage yon may obſerve, that the good 
Archbiſhop is of opinion, that theſe Miracles 
were really done at the ſepulchres of the Mar- 
tyrs, as the Fathers aſſert, notwithſtanding what 
Biſhop Burnet alledges to the contrary. And 
what the Archbiſhop lays down in this paſſage, 
may furniſh us with a good anſwer to Biſhop Bur- 
net's firſt reaſon, viz. That the writers of the 3 
three firft ages make no mention of thoſe Mi- 
racles. For fince theſe Miracles were wrought at 
the Martyrs tombs in honour of their memories, 
as the Archbiſhop obferved, it ſeems to be very 
fit and proper that the Perſecution ſhould have 
been pretty near fimſhed, and the number of 
Chriſtian Martyrs well nigh compleated, before 
this honour was vouchſafed to their memories, 
fince otherwiſe there could not have been ſo good 
proof made, whether they laid down their lives 
upon a true and entire principle of love to God, 
or thro? a deſire of Honour and vain Glory (as 
ſome of the very Heathens are ſaid to have done) = 
which would quite have deftroyed the merit and 
value of their Martyrdom. = 
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But be this matter as it will, I think there is 
no good reaſon to doubt but that many of thoſe 
Miracles ſaid to be done at the tombs of the 
Martyrs were real and certain; ſince, as Grotius 


(u) obſerves, they were ſo common and had ſo 


many witneſſes, that they forced even Porphyry 


himſelf to acknowledge the Truth of them. 

And ſince the working of Miracles remained 
in the Church for ſome ages after Chriſt, as the 
antient Fathers generally aſſure us (w), and 
Monſ. Le Clerc in part atteſts the ſame in his ci- 


tation of Origen juſt mentioned, why it might not 


pleaſe God to exert His Power in that particular 
inſtance of working Miracles at the Martyrs 
tombs as well as in ſeveral. others, eſpecially 
fince it ſerved to ſo good a purpoſe, and He 
had in former ages of the world given ſo re- 
markable an inſtance of the like (x), no good 
reaſon can be given. 

Having obſerved thus much in oppoſition to 
Biſhop Burnet's opinion of the incredibility of 
theſe Miracles, I take the true ſtate of the caſe 
to be this, viz.. that many of theſe Miracles as 
related by the Fathers of the 4th age were real 
and certain, and I agree ſo far with the Biſhop 
as to think that many of them were likewiſe 
falſe and counterfeit. But that which will give 
us the greateſt light in. this matter, will be to 
conſider the ſtate and condition of the Chriſtian 
Church at this time. Now tho' the Chriſtian 


Religion had by the excellency of its Doctrine, 
and the exemplary lives and inimitable patience 


of its Profeſſors under the ſevereſt perſecutions, 
made a very great progreſs in the world; yet 
there was a conſiderable number of the Gentiles 


(u) Grot. de Verit. lib. ili 5.7. (@) Vid. p. 17. 


( Vid. 2 Kings xiii. 21. 


who 
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who were not as yet converted to the Faith; 
and the zeal which the Chriſtians had for their 
converſion being great and extraordinary, (eſpe- 
cially when upon Julian the Emperor's turning 
Apoſtate they apprehended the danger of a re- 
lapſe into Heatheniſm) this made ſome of them 
intent upon all methods poſſible to bring them 
over to the Chriſtian Profeſſion. To this pur- 
pooſe as St Paul tells us, that he became all things to 

all men, that he might gain ſome, 1 Cor. ix. So 

they thought it neceſſary and expedient to ac- 
commodate themſelves in ſome little matters to 
the humour and inclination of the Gentiles, and 
ſince the main objection which they made againſt 
Chriſtianity was the plainneſs and ſimplicity of 
it, to introduce a little more external pomp and 
ſhew than was agreeable to its nature, the bet- 
ter to reconcile it to their taſte and diſpoſition. 
To this end perhaps it might be that ſome in 
Paleſtine began to keep Images in their houſes, 
as Euſebius informs us (x). Others in Spain to 
light candles in the day-time, as the Heathens 
did, and to paint the walls of their Churches; 
tho? the Council of Elliberis did fo far interpoſe as 


to condemn theſe things (y). And as one part of 


the Gentile Religion, of which they were very 
tenacious, conſiſted in the worſhip of their infe- 
rior Gods, we find that Theodoret, who is one of 
the greateſt men in all antiquity, in a Diſcourſe 
wrote on purpoſe to cure the affections and in- 
clinations of the Greets, inſiſts upon this parti- 
cular of propoſing to them the Chriſtian Saints 
and Martyrs inſtead of their Gods (z); un- 
doubtedly not deſigning hereby to give the leaſt 
encouragement or countenance to the invoca- 


(x) Eccl. Hiſt. lib. vii. cap. 17. {y) Conc. Elibertin. 
Can. xxxiv, xxxvi. - (=) Vid. Burnet Artic. p. 251. 
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tion of Saints and Martyrs, but only thinking 
that ſince the Gentiles were ſo abſolutely and 
reſolutely bent upon the worſhip of inferior Be- 
ings, the Saints and Martyrs of Chriſtianity were 
much more fit and proper objects of their re- 
gard than the Heathen Gods: judging in the 
ſame manner upon this point, as an extraordina- 
ry Divine of our own Nation hath done, when 
ſpeaking of- the corruptions of the Church of 
Rome, he yet prefers (a) their worſhip of dead 
men, i. e. the Spirits of Chriſtians departed, to 
that of Heatheniſm. And of this compliance 
with the Gentiles in ſome of their cuſtoms and 
opinions, there is no doubt bur they ſoon found 
conſiderable effects. And I make no queſtion. 
but they were fully perſwaded that they could 
eaſily lay aſide theſe things again whenever 
Chriſtianity ſhould be ſettled and eſtabliſhed 
among them. . | 
Now this method being fixed upon by ſome 
zealous Chriſtians for the converſion of the Gen- 
tiles, it was very eaſy to find our a good foun- 
dation upon which the invocation of Saints and 
Martyrs might be built. For as the aforemen- 
tioned Author well obſerves, it was a remnant 
both of Judaiſm and Gentiliſm that the ſouls of 
Martyrs hover'd about their tombs, and might 
be called upon and ſpoke to there, ( and from 


: 


fa) We do not ſay that the ſtate of the Church of Rome 
with reſpect to the worſhip of dead men is as bad as Hea- 
theniſm. For we acknowlege the true Saints and Martyrs 
to have been not only good and virtuous, but extraordinary 
Perſons, in great favour with God, and highly deſerving our 
eſteem and reverence as well as imitation ; whereas the Hea- 
then deified men were vile and wicked men, and deſerved not 
the common eſteem of mankind according to the accounts them- 
ſelves give of them. Stillingfleet's Anſwer to a Papift mijre- 
preſented and repreſented, chap. ii. p. 29, 30. 
(4) Burnet, Artic. xxii. p. 244. | 
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this notion and about this time the practice of 


worſhiping departed Spirits took its riſe in the 
Chriſtian Church. They firſt began with Mar 
tyrs at their tombs, afterwards they call'd upon 


them every where; then they proceeded to pray 


to other Saints. Yet this as the Biſhop obſerves 
did for a long time contain no more than a bare 
ora pro nobis, i. e. a defiring and requeſting 
the Saints to pray to God for thoſe who did thus 
invocate them, till at length it came to a direct 
application to them for their help and aſſiſtance 
as well as interceſſion, as it is directly encou- 
raged by the Council of Trent, and practiſed by all 
orders of men in the Church of Rome; which 
ſhews how injudicious it was in them, as well 
as finful, to make an innovation in ſuch a ma- 


terial part of the Chriſtian Doctrine, and to 
comply with the corrupt humours and inclinati- 


ons of men, in order to reconcile them to the 
Chiſtian Religion. 


/And much more how abſurd it was in them to 


imagine that they ſhould ever afterwards be able 
to cure the Vulgar of that ſuperſtition, which 
they had propoſed to them as the ground of their 
converſion. And perhaps next to the dege- 
neracy and corruption in the lives of Chriſti- 
ans, which gradually increaſed and prevailed 
when uy had got the powers of the world 
on their ſide, there was nothing which did ſo 
manifeſtly hinder and obſtruct the compleat con- 
verſion of the Gentile world, as the departing 
from the purity and perfection of the Chriſtian 
Doctrine in order to comply with the corrupt 
humours and inclinations of mankind. Since by 
this means they not only weakened the force 
and ſtrength of Chriſtianity, by breaking in up- 
on the purity and perfection of the Chriſtian 
Doctrine (which to all impartial and conſi- 
= dering 


"With 


dering men will ever be an argument of its Divine 
Authority) but alſo by truſting too much to their 
own policy and counſel, they provoked God to 
withdraw His Providence and Bleſſing from that 
good work which He had. begun, and carried oh 
againſt all oppoſition, and which undoubtedly, 
if they had not been wanting to themſelves, He 
would by degrees have brought to the utmoſt 
perfection. Which ought to be a warning and 
> caution to all Churches, that how much tender- 
neſs ſoever they manifeſt to the perſons of thoſe 
who differ from them (and to be eminent in 
> that particular kind of Charity is certainly a 
great ſign and argument of a good Chriſtian) 
they do .not yet in compliance with the weak- 
neſs or humour of any men whatever give u 
any eſſential part of the Chriſtian Religion ei- 
ther in point of Faith or Practice, in order to re- 
cConcile them to their Communion. 
For tho' the Church, as it is a Society, has full 
liberty to order things as ſhe thinks beſt in mat- 
ters indifferent; yet ſhe cannot depart in any 
one inſtance from the purity and perfection of 
Chriſt's Doctrine, without a manifeſt impeach- 
ment of God's Wiſdom, as well as the viola- 
tion of His Authority; ſince God having made 
a revelation of His Will in the Goſpel for the 
ſalvation of Mankind, He certainly muſt beſt 
know the fitneſs and expediency of every part 
of it in order to the obtaining that great end 
which He deſigned thereby. And we need not 
go any further than the Church of Rome, 
to be made ſenſible of the miſchievous effects 
and conſequences of violating the purity of 
the Chriſtian Doctrine, the better to adapt 
it to the corrupt humours and inclinations of 
men. () 5 | 
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Since then this was the uſe which ſome over zea- 
lous Perfons ¶ of the Church deſigned to make 
of the invocation of Saints and Martyrs, it was 1 
natural for the Chriſtians of that age to give 
all encouragement poſſible to the reports ß 
thoſe Miracles which were ſaid to be done at 
the Martyrs tombs. And the Fathers of the 
Church might the more eaſily be induced to 
ive credit to many of thoſe relations that had 
no ſufficient foundation, ſince as I obſerved be- 
fore (d) there is no doubt but they themſelves 
knew many of them to be real and certain. And 
beſides this they had before them a remarkable 
inſtance in the old Teſtament of the great and 


FP 


. 4 —_— 
- ma we 
tener ec So fl ew woe erwnctcs.... 


+ BY 

4 Eg : 
«8 
Ty F 
4 
* 


(c) 4 Cardinal Feſuit (Palavicin. in his Introd. to his Hiſt. 
of the Council of Trent) going about to demonſtrate the benefit 
and neceſſity of this new guide, viz. the Pope's Infallibility, gizes 
this reaſon for it : Men, ſays he, muſt be governed as they 
© are, and not a3 one could wiſh them to be. Now we know 
* that Men are generally born with corrupt inclinations, and 
© therefore the Goſpel firiftly taken being too rigid for cor- 
* rupt nature to obſerve, it was neceſſary to conſtitute ſuch 4 
* Vicar here upon Earth, as might temper Religion, and ac- 
* commodate it to human Afettions ; and abate, remit, diſpenſe, 
© and give grace upon occaſion, as temporal Princes do to their 
« ſubjets; Jo that if at any time Men would not live up to 
* the rule, the rule might ply down to them; and ſo God 
ſtill be ſerved, and Me kept good Catholics upon ſuch terms 

. © as they would bear This is the import of what the Car- 
dinal ſays more at large. And ſurely in this he ſpoke more 

truth than he intended; for altho' it be profane to ſay, that 
this was God's reaſon to conſtitute a Vicar (for he had no 
Band in the conſtitution) yet doubtleſs this was the reaſon 
that jet men on work to conſtitute ſuch a Vitar, that thereby 
"they might better bring Religion to ſerve their carnal ends. 
For tho they were pleaſed in an unmannerly compariſen to call 
the Scriptures a Leaden Rule, yet they found it wanted flex- 
zbjlity enough to comport with their defizns, and therefore the 
only expedient was to ſet up another Authority, Dean Young's 
Sermons, Vol. i. p. 68, 69. 5 


la Vid. pag. 19, 20, 21. 
| uncommon 


ET . 
uncommon regard which God Almighty paid 
to che remains of an eminent and extraordinary 
Perſon, viz. the Prophet Elba. For it is ſaid 
2 Kings xiii. 21. That when they were burying 
a man, they eſpied a band of men, and they caſt 
the man into the ſepulchre of Eliſha, and when the 
man was let down and touched the bones of Eliſha, 
he revived and ſtood upon his feet. | | 
Now tho? in matters which depend entirely 
upon the good will and pleaſure of God, it would 
be monſtrouſly unreaſonable to argue from Scrip- 
ture Precedents, that the like events ſhall hereaf- 
ter be brought about by God's Providence; yet 
when ſuch events are in fact found to be true, 
the Scripture Precedents do ſtrangely diſpoſe 
men to believe more concerning ſuch things, 
than is agreeable to the ſtricteſt caution and 
= diſcretion. And therefore ſuppoling this to be 
the caſe of the ancient Fathers, that they gave 
more credit to the relation of Miracles done at 
the Martyrs ſepulchres than they had good rea- 
ſeoon for, and which were perhaps made uſe of 
by ſome zealous Chriſtians in their times, as 
pious frauds to ſupport the doctrine of praying 
to them; yet I cannot ſee what prejudice this 
can bring to the belief of the reality of our 
Bleſſed Saviour's Miracles, which as I intimat- 
dd before do not depend upon uncertain report, 
but were done publickly in the face of the world, 
and are delivered to us by thoſe who were eye- 


8 


witneſſes and obſervers of them. | 
And having been thus long in endeavouring 
to remove the ground of our adverſanes ſuſpi- 
cCion of Chriſt's Miracles, as it relates to ancient 
times, there will be the leſs need of ſpending 
much time in conſidering what they urge from 
the latter ages of the Church, eſpecially becauſe 


1 their plea upon this point 18 much of the ſame 
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[28] 
nature with the other, but yet more eaſily con- 
futed and overthrown. Now that which they 
alledge upon this head to vindicate their ſuſpi- 
cion of Chriſt's Miracles is this, viz. that the 
Church of Rome hath for ſome ages paſt pre- # 
tended to an extraordinary power of working 
Miracles, which yet the whole world beſides 
themſelves does believe to be wholly. without 
ground: And yet many of their chief writers da þ” 
atteſt the truth of them in the moſt ſolemn man- 
ner; (e) nay and even extend this miraculous 
power to the very Images themſelves, and af- 
firm, that the Images of the Saints have done 
many. wonderful Miracles, and that this is a mat- 
ter beyond all controverſy ; * the anſwer to this 
argument is very plain and eaſy. 3 

And Firſt, if the Miracles of the Church 
of Rome were really wrought as is here pre, 
tended, yet by what was laid down in the 
beginning of this diſcourſe (7) it plainly ap- 
pears- that they could not poſſibly be derived 

from a Divine Power, as the Miracles of ß 
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Chriſt were, becauſe they are wrought in 
confirmation of Idolatry as the worſhip f 
Saints and Images moſt certainly is: Or elſe 
to gountenance falſe doctrines, and particularly 
that of Purgatory, which if it was not inven- 
ted, as Puffendorf ſuggeſts, yet we cannot po- 
ſibly think, that after ſo many unanſwerable Ne 


treatiſes which have been wrote in confutation 


(e) Hæc igitur omnia & alia tam multa Miraculæ pro iis 
dogmatibus quæ nunc Hzretici rident facta ſunt, ut ſi ſcribi 
debeant, libri & volumina ſine ullo numero implenda ſunt. 
Beilarmini Couciones Lovanii habitæ, 4to p. 35. Vid. etiam 
„3 | 

Extra omnem controverfiam eſt Sanctorum imagines mi- 
riſica deſignare Miracula, ut & debilibus valetudo bona per 
eos concilietur, c. Durant. de ritib. Eccl. Catholic. Lib. i. 
Cap. 5. F. 8. Vid. Loc. (f) Vid. p. 10. 


thereof 


a} 


thereof, and the infinite ſcandal which. hath 
been given the world thereby, it is ſtill retain- 
ce for any other reaſon than the temporal ad- 
> vantages which that Church makes thereof; ſince, 
= as Puffendorf obſerves, dying men who are not 
at that time ſo greedy of their wealth which they 
muſt leave to others, will be willing to part 
with any ſums to be delivered from that hot 
place (g). | 
Bur Secondly, there 1s no good evidence that 
the Church of Rome hath the power of work- 
ing Miracles. For, Firſt, many of their moſt 
learned writers have acknowleged that Miracles 
are long ſince ceaſed in the Church, and are as far 
from giving credit to theſe relations of Miracles, 
as any of the Proteſtants themſelves can be (). 
Secondly, theſe pretended Miracles, as Archbi- 
thop Tillotſon well obſerves (i), are never wrought 
ublickly and before their. adverſaries, as our 
leſſed Saviour's Miracles were, but privately 
and amongſt themſelves, and chiefly where the 
power of the Inquiſition rages. And as he goes 
on to obſerve all that our Divines could do in 
the time of our late diſpute and controverſy 
with them, they could never prevail with them 
to work any one Miracle in their preſence for : 
4 their conviction. And then, in the Third and | 
. — laſt place, many of their pretended Miracles 
', have been ſhamefully detected, and proved 
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to be falſe and counterfeit, not only at the 
time of the Reformation () but afterwards, () 

5 and 

1 | | | 

k (8) Puffendorf”s Introduction to the Hiſtory of Europe, p. 450. 


(5) Vid. Tillotſon, Vol. iii. p. 511. (i) Bid. p. 512. 

(#) It may not be amiſs to give an inſtance or two of this 
matter. Thus in the beginning of the Reformation, A, D. 
1537. the reformers diſcovered many impoſtures about Relicks 
and wonderful Images to which pilgrimages had been wont to 
be made. At Reading they had an Angel's wing which brought 
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and not only by Proteſtants who have diſcover- 
ed them, but even by their own Biſhops (m). 
So that there is no proof at all, that the Church 


of Rome as peculiarly ſo called ever had a * 
: | de” 


ever the ſpear's point that pierced our Saviour's fide. As 
many pieces of the Croſs were found as joined together would 
have made a big Croſs. The Rood of Grace at Boxley in 
Kent, had been much eſteemed, and drawn many Pilgrims to 
it; it was obſerved to bow and roll it's eyes, and look at 
times well pleaſed or angry, which the credulous multitude 
imputed to a Divine Power. But all this was diſcovered to 
be a Cheat, and it was brought up to St Paul's Croſs; and 
all the ſprings were openly ſhew'd that governed it's ſeveral 
motions. At Hales in Gloceſterſhire, the blood of Chrift was 
fhew'd in a vial; and it was believed that none could ſee it wha 
were in mortal ſin; and ſo after good preſents were made the 
deluded Pilgrims went away well ſatisfied if they had ſeen it. 
This: was the blood of a Duck renewed every week, put in 4 
vial very thick on one fide and as thin on the other, and either 
fide turned towards the Pilgrims, as the Prieſts were ſa- 
tisfied with their oblations. Several other ſuch like impoſtures 
were diſcovered which contributed much to the undeceiving the 
people. Burnet's Abridgment of his Hiſtory of the Reforma- 
tion, $vo Lib. i. p. 200, 201. | 

() (m) In times and places where their (the Popiſh) religion 
did moſt abſolutely bear ſway, and few or none durſt oppoſe it, 
and where the doctrines which they pretended to confirm by theſe 
Miracles were moſt generally beliesw'd, as in thoſe long, dark 
and ignorant times before the Reformation and now in Italy 
and Spain, where the Inquiſition forceth them all to be of 
one belief, or to profeſs to be ſo: In theſe times and places 
sohere there was leaſt need and - occaſion for Miracles, then 
and there did they moſt abound 3 even more (if we may be- 
lieve their Hiſtories) for ſeveral Ages before the Reformation 
than in the times of our Saviour and his Apoſtles. But 


fince the Reformation, and that many of their doctrines are cal- 


led in queſtion, and disbelieved, Miracles are grown rare, 
and almoſt ceaſed even in the Popiſh countries; and they have 
Bad but very ill ſucceſs with thoſe few they have pretended 
to; witneſs the Miracle at Angiers in France of a Child 
appearing over the Altar in the time of Maſs, to convince all 
people of the doftrine of Tranſubſtantiation, with which 
the Papifts made ſuch a noiſe here in England about fourteen 
or fifteen years ago, and which at laſt was diſcovered to be 
an 


of working Miracles; and much leſs can any ac- 


count of their pretended Miracles in any wiſe 
derogate from the truth and reality of our 


Bleſſed Saviour's Miracles, as they are recorded 


in the Goſpel, and wrought with the circum- 
ſtances beforementioned. And this may ſuffice 
in anſwer to thoſe who queſtion and ſuſpect the 
reality of our Bleſſed Saviour's Miracles, I pro- 
ceed®to conſider the argument of thoſe who di- 
rectly and poſitively deny the truth of them. 
Now the only perſon that I know of, who 
hath profeſſedly wrote againſt the truth of Chriſt's 
Miracles conſidered as facts, is Mr MWoolſton, a 
erſon whoſe writings are not leſs remarkable for 
their abſurdity than their impiety. For I do not 
find that Mr Hobbs denied the truth of the Scrip- 


ture Miracles (). Or that the moſt conſiderable 


of our modern Infidels did ever diſown them to 
be real facts, tho* they endeavoured to find out 
other ways to withſtand the authority and convi- 
ction of them. Of which more hereafter. | 
In defending the Miracles of our Bleſſed Savi- 
our againſt the arguments of Mr Woolſton, I ſhall 
follow this method. Firſt, I ſhall lay before the 
Reader, the doctrine of this Author concerning 
Chriſt's Miracles. And then, Secondly, ſhall offer 
to his conſideration ſome clear and plain argu- 
ments, which will manifeſt the great abſurdity 
and unreaſonableneſs thereof. | | 
And Firſt, as to the doctrine of Mr Woolſton 
concerning the Miracles of our Bleſſed Saviour. 


an artificial juggle and contrivance of ſome cunning Prieſt, 
and publiſhed to the world for a cheat by the honeſt and 
zworthy Biſhop of that place. Tillotſon Pol. iii. p. 512. 

The fraud of the Miracle of melting St Januarius's blood at 
Naples, zpon which the Papifts inſiſi ſo much at preſent, with 
other things of the like nature are taken natice of in Dr Mid- 
dleton's Letter rim Rome, | | 

(z) Vid. Leviath. cap. xxxvii. 
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Now this Author doth not in any part of his 
diſcourſes on this ſubject deny the authority of 
the Holy Scripture ; and therefore as he allows 
it to be a true hiſtory, we are not put upon 
the proof of it's divine authority againſt him. 
Bur allowing the Goſpel to be a true hiſtory, he 
is not content to argue againſt the Miracles of 
our Saviour conſidered as ſuch, but which is ve- 
Ty ſtrange and ſhocking to common ſenſe and 
underſtanding, he denies them to be real facts; 
and endeavours to prove that they are only Pa- 
rables, or parabolical and prophetical narrations 
of what the Spiritual Jeſus or Meſſiah ſhould per- 
form in the latter ages of the Church. And 
by the Spiritual Jeſus or Meſſiah, as he aſſerts 
on the pretended authority of the ancient Fa- 
thers (whom he hath groſly and moſt ſhame- 
fully abuſed in that particular) is meant no- 
thing elſe but clear truth, right reaſon, and di · 


vine wiſdom, which he ſays will deſcend upon 
the Church to remove her unprofitable errors, 


and to enable her to bring forth the fruits of the 


Spirit againſt the grand Sabbath (o). So that 


the plain meaning of his doctrine is this, that 


thoſe miraculous cures and other wonderful o- 


perations which are in the Goſpel attributed to 
Jeſus Chriſt, were not really done by him as 
they are there repreſented to be, but are only pa- 
rables or deſcriptions of the ſpiritual redemption 
of mankind from the power of ſin and error, 
and the reſtoring them to original righteouſneſs 
and virtue which ſhall be accompliſhed in the 


latter ages of the Church, by the exerciſe of 


right reaſon and divine wiſdom, And as he thus 


rifles egregiouſly with his reader, in putting a 


g (o) Woolſton's Diſcourſes on our Saviour: Miracles, part ii l. 
2 5 


fantaſtical 


. 
fantaſtical ſenſe upon the word Jeſus or Meſſiah, 
fo is he not any more conſiſtent with himſelf 
in his main hypotheſis. For tho' in general he 
denies the Miracles of our Bleſſed Saviour to be M ; 4 

real facts, yet in ſome particulars in which e Thin 
he hath the advantage in point of circumſtance 
he ſeems willing to allow them to be real facts, 
and endeavours to prove that they were not mi- 
raculous, but were entirely owing to other cau- 
ſes, of which we ſhall take more notice hereaf- 
ter. And thus much concerning the doctrine of 
Mr Woolfton about the Miracles of our Bleſſed 
Saviour. I proceed now in the Second place to 
offer ſome clear and plain arguments, which will 
manifeſt the great abſurdity and unreaſonable- 
neſs thereof. | „ 

In doing which it is not my deſign to defend 
the circumſtances of our Bleſſed Saviour's Mira- 
cles from the unreaſonable exceptions which this 
perſon hath made againſt them, many of which 
are entirely founded in his ignorance of ancient 
hiſtory and other parts of learning. Fer this 
would be a very long work, and hath been al- 
ready fully done by a learned Biſhop of our 
Church, and by other writers, to the compleat 
ſatisfaction of all wiſe and impartial men. And 
beſides if the difficulty of accounting for ſome of 
the circumſtances of our Saviour's Miracles were 
never ſo great, yet the proving the truth and 
reality of thoſe Miracles will in my judgment 
demonſtrate that our Saviour was @ teacher ſent 
from God, and conſequently will fully vindicate 
the fitneſs and propriety of the ſeveral circum- 
ſtances which he uſed therein; and much leſs do 
I think it worth the while to take notice of that 
ridicule and buffoonery with which he hath hand- 
led this grave ſubject, nor of that unparallelled 

Prophaneſs and blaſphemy with which he hath 
4 * treated 
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L 34 ] 
treated the Perſon of our Bleſſed Saviour: which 
are the chief qualifications that have rendered his 


diſcourſes agreeable to the taſte of ſo many per- 


ſons in this vitious and corrupt age. For banter is 


incapableof being anſwered by argument, and the 
raveſt and molt ſacred perſons or ſubjects may 
eaſily be ridiculed by being repreſented in falſe 


lights and improper colours; and I know of no ef- 


fectual way to confute blaſphemy, but by due cen- 


| ſure and puniſhment, which if it does not always 


meet with in this world, yet for my own part I will 
not be much diſturb'd and diſquieted thereat, 
ſince I know there is a day coming when all pro- 
phaneneſs and blaſphemy ſhall be ſeverely ani- 
madverted upon, and when God will do right to 
Himſelf and His own Perfections, and fully vin- 
dicate the Honour and Dignity of His Beloved 
Son. But all that I deſign at preſent is to enter 
into the merits of the cauſe, and by a few plain 
and clear arguments to prove that our Bleſſed 
Saviour's Miracles were facts really done by 
Him, which will wholly remove the ground up- 


on which Mr Woolſton's main hypotheſis is built 


and eſtabliſhed. The arguments which I ſhall 
bring to this purpoſe are theſe following. 
Firſt, The Miracles of our Bleſſed Saviour 


are repreſented in Scripture to be real facts. The 


deſign of the four Goſpels is to give us a clear 
and plain account of the Life, Actions, Death, 
and Reſurrection of our Bleſſed Saviour; and 
that part of them which treats of His Miracles 
is as much delivered to us for real hiſtory as any 
of the reſt, Now it is an eternal rule in criti- 
ciſm, in which all learned men are agreed, that 


in the peruſal of any Author we are always to 


follow the literal ſenſe, unleſs there be a plain 


Metaphor in the expreſſion, or the nature and 
deſign of the diſcourſe clearly ſhews it to be a 


Parable, 


[ 35 ] 
Parable. And indeed the difference between 
Metaphors and Parables, and the literal ſenſe 
and meaning of any diſcourſe, is ſo very obvious 
and eaſy to be perceived, that in the judgment 
of all writers every perſon of common under- 
ſtanding is left to himſelf, and thought ſufficient 
to make the diſtinction. Who ſees not that the 
Books of the Old Teſtament are delivered to us 
as real hiſtory, and who among us would not be 
aſhamed of himſelf, if he ſhould not be thought 
able to diſtinguiſh between the literal Hiſtory of 
King David, and that parabolical narrative, in 
which the Prophet Nathan ſo juſtly condemned 
9 him for his notorious tranſgreſſion in the matter of 
EY Uriah? 2 Sam. xii. And yet I would fain know 
Fo by what greater evidence it appears, that the Old 
Teſtament is a real hiſtory than that the Goſpel 
is ſo, Or indeed to ſpeak more home to the 
4 purpoſe, if the Goſpel of Chriſt be not deſign- 
Po ed as a real hiſtory, I would willingly be inform- 
12 ed by what rules and marks we ſhall ever be 
able to diſtinguiſh any real hiſtory. And it is a 
vain pretence in Mr Woolſton to ſeem willing 
4 to allow the Goſpel to be a real hiſtory, when 
1 at the ſame time he takes the liberty of explain- 
ing away every thing which he does not like, 
and turning it into Allegory and Parable, tho? 
as will be more plainly ſeen preſently, it is e- 
qually real and hiſtorical with any other part 
of that Boo. N | 
1 And indeed had Mr Woolſton dealt with any 
| ancient hiſtory either Greek or Roman in the ſame 
manner that he hath done with the Holy Goſpel, 
he would have been long ſince abandoned and 
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ay eee, by all men, and it would have been 
F juſtly concluded that he was mad himſelf, or 
- That he thought his readers were ſo. Let us for 


example ſake * that Mr Woolſton _— 
2 0 


3 = 2 „ e * 
CODEC LE TIED EO wy — 5 —̃ = oe Tn 1 
—— — my - — — — — — — 2 2 — 4 8 
7 ©. Fa y — 243 tr — A * * 
1 1 9 — 5 — atS — * - — " 


— 


«+ - © 
— ——_—_ 
8 =y — — 
— — 


w 


* im 3 x 5 
WV IA nent — — — —— 
— —— ER - — = \ 
- — dr . — a « 
r_ — — Py — —— — 2 —— 
* 


B 1 


the Roman hiſtory of Livy or Dionyſius Halicarna ſſ. 
or any other of their writers to be a real and ge- 
nuine hiſtory, had declared that the chief and 
principal actions in thoſe hiſtories were not deli- 


vered to us for real facts, as they are there ſaid 


to be, but are only Parables; as for inſtance 
that the heroic action of Regulus in laying down 
his life at Carthage rather than his country ſhould 
make a diſhonourable peace; or the brave and 
generous behaviour of the Decii in voluntarily 
expoling themſelves to death as the only means in 
their opinion of preſerving their armies, (p) were 
not real facts as the Roman hiſtory repreſents * 
them, but were only parabolical ſignifications of 
that great love to their country which men ſhould 
ſhew for it in the latter ages of the world, by 
laying down their lives for its preſervation: I ſay, 
had Mr Woolſton took the Roman hiſtory for the 
ſubject of his drollery and treated it in this man- 
ner, I doubt he would have found it as hard a 


n the war again} the Latins (cire. ann. U. C. 412.) 
upon certain dreams and prognoſtications that the General on 
one fide and the Army on the other was certainly to be de- 


firoyed; the Conſuls ſolemnly agreed, that in what part the 


Roman army ſhould be diſtreſſed, the commander of that part 
fpould devote himſelf to the gods, and die for his country: 


which generous reſolution was confirmd by oath. Both ar- 


mies being drawn up in Battalia, a blooay and obſtinate en- 
gagement immediately followed, and the 2 preſſing very 
hard upon Decius's part, he according to his promiſe devoted 
himſelf to the gods, and ruſhing violently into the midſt of 
his enemies after a great ſlaughter loſt his life, the Latins 


being ſoon after entirely defeated. Above fourty years after 


this, the Samnites received a moſt dreadful everthrow by the 
Conſuls Fabius Maximus and Decius Mus. In the midſt of 


this fight Decius ſeeing bis party retire and in danger of | 


being defeated, he followed the great exampye of his Father 
and moſt falemnly devoted himſelf to the gods; then ruſhing 
into the midft of the enemy with an extraordinary fury and 
courage, be recovered his army but with the loſs of his life. 
Echard's Roman Hiftory, Vol. i. p. 158, 169. : 
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matter to have convinced any among us of the 


truth of his Parable, as it would be to perſwade 


himſelf or any of his friends to the application 
of it. And yet I cannot-imagine what greater 
evidence can be had to prove the Roman affairs 
to be a real hiſtory, than what may eaſily be al- 
ledged to the ſame purpoſe in behalf of the Goſ- 
pel. So that this is the fr/# conſideration, and 
there is great ſtrength. and force in it, viz. that 
thoſe parts of the Goſpel, which treat of our 


| Bleſſed Saviour's Miracles, are repreſented to us 


as a real hiſtory, and they cannot without mani- 
feſt abſurdity and the greateſt violence to the 
common ſenſe of mankind be judged otherwiſe. 

But, Secondly, there is a manifeſt difference 
made even in the Goſpel it ſelf between the Pa- 


rables of our Bleſſed Saviour and the hiſto- 


ry of his Miracles, For not to mention what 
the Evangeliſts continually obſerve, that when 
our Bleſſed Saviour ſpake to the eus in Para- 
bles, it is ſaid, that He ſpake a Parable to 
them to this or that end or purpoſe, there is 
this plain difference between them and the hi- 
ſtory of facts as related in the Goſpel. The Pa- 


| Tables are either deſigned for the more effectual 


method of reproving men for their ſins and mi- 
ſtakes, becauſe by throwing the argument into 
general hiſtory, the private caution and reſerve 
of the offender was entirely taken away. And 
by this means David was caught by Nathan 
in the Parable. And by the ſame method 
our Bleſſed Saviour frequently entangled and 
convinced the Jews, who would never have 
been brought to give judgment againſt them- 
ſelves, if they had foreſeen that they were the 
very Perſons concern'd. (3) Or elfe they are 


(9g) Luke vii. 36. to the end. Matth. xxi. 28. to 32. 
brought 


| [9] 
Brought in for the more clear illuſtration and 
confirmation of ſome doctrine or precept which 
is commonly mentioned in the context, and up- 
on which the Parable is entirely grounded. An 
inftance or two of this may not be improper ; thus 
in the Parable of the Lord and his Servants, 
Matth. xviii. it is introduced by St Peter's que- 
ſtion to our Saviour, ver. 21. Lord how oft ſhall 
my brother ſin againſt me, and I forgive bim? till 
ſeven times? after our Saviour had anſwered this 
queſtion in the verſe following, 1 ſay not unto 
thee, until ſeven times : but until ſeventy times ſeven. 
He immediately begins the Parable in which He 
gives an account of the behaviour of the Lord 
to his Servant, firſt in forgiving him a very large 
debt, and then in puniſhing him very ſeverely 
for his unmerciful treatment of his fellow Servant 
for an inconſiderable debt which he owed to him, 
Then the Parable concludes, and our Bleſſed he. 
Saviour draws this obſervation from it, for the * 
ſake of which chiefly the Parable was brought 
in, So likewiſe ſhall my heavenly Father do alſo unto 

you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his 
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t brother their treſpaſſes, ver, ult. The ſame like: 
} wiſe is the caſe of the Parable of the good Sa. 
by marilan; the occaſion of it was this, our Bleſſed 
1 Saviour had been inſtructing a certain lawyer in 7 
i the two great duties of religion, the Love of © 
Wl God and the Love of our Neighbour, Luke x. 5. 
: bl Sc. upon which he being willing o juſtify himſelf, 
i Jays unto our Saviour ver. 29. And who is my neigh- WY 


bour ? For his better inſtruction in which parti- 


cular our Saviour goes. on with the Parable of F 
the good Samaritan, which every one knows too 
well ro need any repetition of it. And after the f 

e 


Parable is ended, our Bleſſed Saviour aſks the 
Lawyer, which of theſe three be thought was neigh- 
pour unto bim that fell among the thieves ? and when 
— 


191) 


he made anſwer, he that ſhewed mercy upon him, 
then replies our Saviour to him, Go, and do thou 
kkewiſe, ver. 36, 37. and this is the caſe of the 
reſt of our Bleſſed Saviour's Parables. By which 
it plainly appears that they are not repreſented 
in the Goſpel as hiſtorical facts, but only accor- 
ding to the genius of the eaſtern nations, who de- 
lighted in them (7) as ingenious and affecting 
methods of inſtructing men in divine and moral 
truths. Whereas the Miracles of our Bleſſed 
Lord were quite different; they are related as 


independent parts of the Goſpel Hiſtory. They 


ſeldom have any connexion with the foregoing 
or ſubſequent parts of the hiſtory, and they were 
done upon particular and unexpected occaſions, 
as they happened to preſent themſelves. They 
were generally brought about after this manner. 
As our Bleſſed Saviour was travelling to ſuch 


or ſuch a city or town, or abiding therein, 


ſuch and ſuch perſons who were diſeaſed were 
preſented to Him, and He healed them. Exam- 
ples of this are ſo very frequent and common, thar 
tis impoſſible for any one who reads the Goſpel 
to be unacquainted with them. However it will 
be very proper and neceſſary to mention two or 
three inſtances of this matter, becauſe it will 
give great light and ſtrength to the preſent ar- 
gument. Thus if we turn to the ninth chapter of 
St Matthew, we ſhall find that after our Bleſſed. 
Saviour had departed from the coaſts of the Ger- 
geſenes mentioned in the former chapter, it is ſaid 
in the firſt verſe of this, that he entered into a 
Hip and paſſed over and came into his own city. 
In the next verſe they bring unto him a man ſick 
of the palſie, lying upon a bed; and after He had 
told him that his ſins were forgiven him, and the 


(r) Vid. Dr Goodman's Penitent Pardoned, cap. i. 
: | Scribes, 
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$eribes, who murmured upon that occaſion, were 
reprehended by Him, ver. 3, 4, 5. At ver. 6. 
He cured: him of his Palſie, and bid him go to 
his houſe, which he did accordingly; ver. 7. 
And then it is faid when the multitude ſaw it, 
tbey marvelled, and glorified God, who had given 
ſuch power unto men, ver. 8. Here the hiſtory of 
the Miracle is finithed. 
Immediately after this, at ver. g. follows the 
calling of St Matthew to be a Diſciple, and other 
hiſtorical matters till you come to ver. 18. then 
the hiſtory of another Miracle begins, which 
was this. A certain Ruler came to Him and 
worſhipped Him, ſaying, my daughter is even now 
dead: but come and lay thy hand upon ber, and 
foe fall live. And in the following verſes it is 
ſaid, that our Saviour went to the Ruler's houſe, 
and reſtored his daughter to life again. And in 
his paſſage thither it was; that the woman who 
had an iſſue of blood twelve years, came behind him, 
and touched the hem of his garment, and was cured 
immediately. After this from ver. 27, 10 35. 
there is an account of two other Miracles of our 
Lord, viz. His reſtoring two blind men to their 
fight, and caſting a Devil out of one that was 
dumb, together with the blaſphemous judgment 
of the Phariſees upon that occaſion. And then 
at ver. 35. there is mention made of our Bleſſed 
Saviour's going thro? their cities and villages, 
and preaching in their Synagogues, and his great 
concern for the multitude, becauſe they were 
deſtitute of a ſufficient number of true Paftors ; 
together with His command to his Diſciples, that 
they ſhould pray to God to fend labourers into bis 
harveſt. And thus the chapter ends, and the 
tenth chapter begins with the calling of the 
twelve Apoſtles. Now if theſe Miracles which 
are here mentioned are not related as real facts 
TH ; in 


e e ard 
in hiſtary, I would fain know of what uſe and 
ſignification they can be; they are not brought 
in as the Parables to clear up and illuſtrate any 
religious truth, neither .is there any practical 
.inference.or obſervation drawn from them; but 
they are recorded in the molt plain and ſimple 
manner that can be, and mixed and interſperſed 
among the other undoubted parts of the Goſpel 
Hiſtory. And therefore if they are not real mat- 
ters of fact in hiſtory, they cannot poſſibly be 
any thing elſe than uſeleſs and idle tales without 
any deſign or importance. And whether any 
thing which Mr Waolſton hath ſaid upon this ſub- 
ject can prevail with any among us, to entertain 
ſo mean an opinion of theſe relations of our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, who was infinite and eſſential Wil- 
dom itſelf, let every one judge for himſelf. 
Thirdly. That which will further prove and 
demonſtrate that the Miracles of Chriſt are real 
facts, is this conſideration, viz. that our Bleſſed 
Saviour frequently urges them as proofs of His 
Divine authority and commiſſion, which they 
could not poſſibly be, if they had not been facts 
really done by Him. Thus when Fohn the Bap- 
tiſt ſent his Diſciples to our Bleſſed Saviour to en- 
quire of him whether he was the true Meſſiah, He 
uſed no other argument but this, Go fbew Fobs- 
again thoſe things which ye do hear and ſee, the blind 
receive their fight, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleanſed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raiſed up, 
&c. Matth. xi. 1, 10 6. and again our Saviour 
lays of the Fews, 1f had not done among them 
the works which no other man did, they had not had 
in. John xv. 24. And to mention no more, our 
Bleſſed Saviour pronounces a moſt terrible woe 
and judgment upon ſome of the Jewiſh cities, 
becauſe they were not prevailed upon to re- 
pent by thoſe many Miracles which He had 
7 — 9 = Wo wrought 
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xx 53 
wrought among them. Thus, wo unto thee Cho- 
razin, wo unto thee Bethſaida, for if the mighty 
works which were done in you, bad been done in 
Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in 
ſackcloth and aſhes. Maith. xi. 23. The ſame judg- 
ment He pronounces upon the city of Capernaum, 
ver. 23. and ſays that F the mighty works which 
avere done in thee had been done in Sodom, it would 
have remained unto this day. This ſurely is a 
demonſtration that theſe works were really done 
in thoſe cities, or elſe our Bleſſed Saviour could 
never have made them an argument that the ob- 
ſtinacy and perverſeneſs of the eros was greater 
than that of Tyre and Sidon, and Sodom would 
have been 1a the like circumſtances. Whereas if 
according to Mr Woolſton they were only para- 
bolical deſcriptions of what the Meſſiah ſhould 
do in the latter ages of the Church, then the ar- 
gument muſt have run thus, «wo unto thee Chora- 
zin, &c. for if the mighty works. which ſhall be 
done in thee about two thouſand years hence (fappoſe) 
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, or in Sodom, they 
would have repented long ago. Where, I be- 
ſeech you, was the force of this argument? and 
might not the Jews have reaſonably deſired and 
expected to have ſeen our Bleſſed Saviour's Mi- 
racles, before they ſhould be required to repent 
of their {ins in virtue of them? The argument 
therefore, as it is placed in this light, is abſolute 

nonſenſe. 

And thus it is that Mr V. has preſum'd to 
treat the Goſpel of Chriſt, and indeed if the E- 
vangeliſis had made ſuch a repreſentation as this 
of Chriſt's Miracles, this author needed not to 
have taken the pains he hath done to ridicule them; 
for they would have ſufficiently expoſed them- 
ſelves, and the Goſpel of Chriſt inſtead of con vin- 
cing mankind and overcoming the powers of the 

85 world 
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world, as it really did by its own nature, force, and 
evidence, would have been neglected and forgot- 
ten many ages ſince, and exploded as a ſyſtem 
of the greateſt abſurdity and confuſion. Ir is im- 
poſſible for Mr W. ever to evade the force of 
this argument, and if he will ſtill obſtinately in- 
ſiſt upon it, that the works with which our Sa- 
viour reproached the Jewiſh cities were not Mi- 
racles, or facts really done in them, but only pa- 
rables, (which from what has been ſaid before it 
appears plainly they cannot be) yet even this 
will be of much greater diſſervice to his cauſe 
than he imagines; ſince if barely the parables 
which our Bleſſed Saviour uttered were ſo ex- 
cellent, as that they would have prevaiPd upon 
Tyre and Sidon, and Sodom, to repent of their abo- 
minable ſins and vices, this would be as great a 
Miracle as we can well imagine, anda clear proof 
and evidence that our Bleſſed Saviour was a Divine 
Perſon and came from God. 

There is one thing to which Mr V. retreats 
upon this head, tho? it will not do him the leaſt 
ſervice, viz. That it is the nature of prophe- 
cy to ſpeak of things to come as if they were 
paſt (5); from which he would infer, that the 
Miracles of Chriſt, tho? they are repreſented in 
the Goſpel as things paſt and done, may be no- 
thing but predictions. But not to mention that 
this is equally an argument againſt the truth and 
reality of any hiſtorical facts, as it is againſt the 
account which the Goſpel gives of Chriſt's Mi- 
racles, which are related wich the ſame evidence 
of their being facts, as any other facts ever were 
or can be (7); I ſay, to paſs by this, the obſerva- 
tion itſelf which Mr V. here makes is mere tri- 
fling and impertinence; far there is a manifeſt 


( Diſcourſe ini. p. 16. (i Ibid. p, 32. 
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difference between the ſtyle: of Scripture in mat 
ters of Prophecy and thoſe of Hiſtory, ſuch as 1 
| have. fully ſhewn the Miracles of Chriſt to be; 
In the former, the Prophets obſerve no ſtrict rule 
in forming of their ſtyle ; ſometimes, according 
to the genius of the . Jewiſh religion, they expreſs 
the affairs of Chriſt's kingdom in their on per- 
ſons. Thus holy David ſpeaks in his own perſon 
of the ſufferings of the Meſſiab, and of his death 
and reſurrection. P/al. xxii. P/al. xvi. 10. And as 3 
theſe matters were repreſented to the Prophets bx 
way of viſion, it was natural and almoſt unavoi- 
dable for them to ſpeak of them as things preſent; 
and yet it was uſual with them to vary and change 
their ſtyle when they were ſpeaking of the ſame 
thing, as we may particularly obſerve in the 33d 
Chapter of Jſaiab, which relates to the death and 
ſufferings of the Meſſias, where the Prophet firſt 
ſpeaks of Chriſt in the preſent tenſe, he i de iſed 
and rejected of men, ver. 3. afterwards in the pre- 
terimperfect, he was wornded for our tranſgreſſions, 
ver. g. and then in the future tenſe, he ball ſee of 
the travel of his foul and fhall be ſatisfied, &c. be 
ſhall bear their iniquities, ver. 11. which I am ſure. 
is not ſpeaking in the ſtyle of things paſt, and 
indeed it would have been a very needleſs: thing 
to have mentioned this matter, if Mr V. had 
not inſiſted; upon it. „%%% Bir 
Fouribly and laſtly. The reſurrection of Jeſus FT 
Chriſt from the dead (which is the greateſt Mi 
Tacle of our Religion, and fully proves the truth , 
of all the reſt) (4) is a demonſtration of the re- 
lity of Chriſt's Miracles. This Mr W. fully per- 
ceives, and therefore he hath uſed his urmoſt en?Eœũͥ 
deavours, in the perſon of his Jewiſh rabbi, to 
render it abſurd and incredible. Now that Jeſus 


(4) Sce the Miracles of Jeſus vindicated, part J. v) 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt was put to death under Pontius Pilatæ, we 
are not only aſſured from the four Goſpels, 
and from (w) Tacitus the Roman. hiſtorian, but 
Mr V,. himſelf allows it, and that with a moth 
peculiar circumſtance, viz. that He-ſuffered juſtly 
and deſervedly for his own crimes (x). If then 
our Bleſſed Saviour really roſe from the dead, 
here is an undoubted matter of fact, and an un- 
queſtionable miracle; and that He did ſo, we 
have ſufficient evidence of ſcripture, which M 
M. does not diſown': for He not only roſe from 
the dead the third day () according to His pre- 
diction, but He appeared ſeveral times to His dif- 
ciples, 1 Cor. xv. and at one time to five hundred 
brethren, ver. 4, 6. and to put the reality of His 
human body beyond all reaſonable doubt, He 
ſuffered it to be felt and handled by Thomas the 
unbelieving Apoſtle, Job. xx. 27. and did eat in 
the preſence of all the Apoftles, Luke xxiv. 42, 
43. and after He had converſed with them for the 
ſpace of forty days, He viſibly in their ſight a 
cended into heaven, ver. 57. and afterwards at- 
cording to his promiſe ver, 44. He fent down 
the Holy Ghost upon them, Ads ii. Now if all 
this be not to thoſe who acknowledge the truth 
of the Goſpel (which at preſent is not diſputed 
between us) a ſufficient evidence of Chriſt's re- 
ſurrection, we muſt for ever deſpair to know the 
ſenſe and meaning of words, and it will be im- 
poſſible for us ever to receive any.proof and evi- 
dence at all in matters of religion; and after all 
the great boaſts which we have made to the Pa- 
piſts of the clearneſs as well as perfection of the 
Holy Scriptures, we may at laſt bid welcome to 


(wo) Anne] lib. xv. (x) Woolſton' ,t Diſe. p. 5. 
Vid. Pearſon on the Creed, Artic. 5. P. 261, 262, 263. 
Miracles of Jeſus vindicated, part i. p. 11. to 15. 
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Catholic tradition; ſince if there be not in the 
Goſpel a certain proof and demonſtration of 
Chriſt's reſurrection, it is without all doubt 
the moſt difficult and obſcure book in the 
whole world: and whether it be reaſonable and 
prudent in the great patrons and advocates of li- 
berty among us, to give the Papiſts ſo great an ad- 
vantage as this acknowledgment muſt be, merely 
to gratify the taſte of prophane and licentious 
wits “, I leave it to themſelves to judge. And 
there is nothing which Mr W. has objected to the 
Scripture account of our Saviour's reſurrection, 
but what is ſo very trifling and impertinent, that. 
it does not deſerve to have the leaft notice taken 
of it, excepting only theſe two things, 1ſt, That 
our Saviour could not be ſaid to riſe from the 
dead on the third day, as the Scriptures teſtify 
(which is a point that. Mr W. muſt know hath been, 
fully anſwered and cleared up by many Jearn 
men (z). And 24ly, that Chrift appeared after 
His reſurrection only to choſen witneſſes, as 
the Apoſtle obſerves Adds x. 41. and not to all the 
people of the Jews, as Mr W. in the perſon of his 
\ rabbi-' earneſtly contends He ought to 
have done, if He had deſigned to ſatisfy them of 


 * Above all, the greateſt and moſt effetual means which we 
can poſſibly uſe to prevent the growth of Popery and ſuperſtition, 
7s to be infinitely careful not to run into that Atheiſm and pro- 
Jane litertiniſm whith is the contrary extreme to ſuperſtition; 
for as unreaſonable ſuperſtition enflaves the minds of men, and 
makes them ſo uneaſy under the yoke, that they often fly off into 
the contrary extreme of irreligion and profaneneſs ; ſo the na- 
tural effett of profaneneſ;, when men ſee the intolerable conſe- 
quences and miſchiefs of it, is to drive weak minds into the other 
extreme of ſuperſiition. If therefore while we fly from the ſuper- 
fiition of Popery, we run in o the contempt of all religion, that 
profane libertiniſm will probably terminate in Popery again. 
Dr S. Clarke's Serm. Vol. vi. p. 388. \ 
(=) Vid. p. 45. | 
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the truth of His reſurrection. But tho? Mr V. has 
-dreſs'd up this latter objection with all the art and 
inſinuation that he is maſter of, yet I would not 
have him think that he is the author of it; for 
it was urg'd above 1500 years ago by Celſus the 
famous Epicurean, againſt whom St Origen wrote, 
and hath been fully anſwered by many Chriſtian 
writers both antient and modern (4); but how- 
ever that matter may be, it only concerns the. 
wiſdom and conduct of our Saviour (in which 
any one who reads impartially the diſcourſe of 
Dr Clagett on that ſubject will be fully ſatisfied) 
and not the truth and reality of his reſurrection, 
which is the only thing we have at preſent under 
conſideration; and as to the truth of that, we may 
with as much reaſon deny that there is ſuch a 
_ perſon as Jeſus Chriſt mentioned in the Goſpel, 
as that He roſe from the dead. And thus I have 
fully proved that the Miracles of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour were facts really done by Him, and there- 
by removed the main foundation of Mr M's 
reaſoning againſt them. I proceed now 
Secondly. To conſider ſome exceptions which 
he hath made to them conſidered as facts. For 
I] obſerv'd before, that tho? this author's main 
hypotheſis conſiſts in denying them to be real 
facts; yet in ſome of our Bleſſed Lord's Miracles, 
where he thinks he hath the advantage in point 
of circumſtance, he drops his main argument, 
and is willing to allow them to be real facts, in 
order to ſhew that there was nothing truly mira- 
culous in them. The exceptions, which Mr V. 
hath taken againſt them conſidered as facts, are 


(a) But that which in my judgment is the beſt of all that 
hath been written on this ſubject, is an excellent diſcourſe of the 
{ate judicious Dr Clagett, and publiſhed not long finte among 
his poſthumous ſermons by his Brother ; and is highly deſerving 
of any man's reading. | 
theſe 


theſe two; Firs, he ſuppoſes that the aniraeulous 
cures, which our Bleſſed Saviour is laid an the Go- 
Jpel to perform, might be owing to the ſtrengtn 
of fancy and imagination in the patients. This 
is the account which he gives of that wonderful 
cure, ( which was wrought upon the woman that 
Had an iſſue of blood twelve „Sars by : the bare 
touching the hem of Chriſt's garment, Maith. 
dx. 20, Sc. and perhaps he could not have found 
many inftances in the Goſpel more unlucky to his 
Purpoſe, as we ſhall fee preſently; but ſince 
Mr. V. inſiſts upon it, and others of our modern 
infidels have given into it, I-ſhall therefore con- 
ſider it more diſtinctly. And, | _= 

1ſt. It is a matter of great doubt among learn- 
ed men, whether any real diſtemper of the body 
is capable of being cured by the mere ſtrength af 
Fancy and imagination; there are ſome perſons 
who think it poſſible in ſome few caſes, and par- 
ticularly in the King's-Euil; but if it be poſſible 
in this caſe, as theſe perſons aſſert, yet what an 
excellent Author obſerves upon this occaſion () 
will hold true, viz. that ſuch perſons did never 
find themſelves cured immediately by the power 
of their fancy, when it firſt exerted: its force np- 
on them; but only that they then began to a- 
mend, and that their diſtemper did afterwards 
wear off by degrees; and therefore this cannot be 
the leaſt prejudice to the cure of the perſon I am 
now ſpeaking of, which was wrought perfectly 
and at once by the bare touch of Chriſt's gar- 
ment. But | 

2dly. There are other very learned perſons, 
who think that the force of imagination of fan- 
ey is not ſufficient to cure any real diſtemper 
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(5) Diſcourſe ii. p. 15. (e Miracles of Jeſus vindicated, 
p. iv. p. 24, 25. | | 3 
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whatever. Fienus, an eminent Phyſician of the 
1aſt age mentioned by Biſhop Smalbroke (d), who 
hath publiſhed an entire treatiſe of the force of 
imagination upon the animal ceconomy (and who 
certainly muſt be the beſt judge in things of this 
nature) lays it down as a concluſion which he 
ſupports with many good reaſons, that the fancy 
cannot of it ſelf cure any diſeaſes, even thoſe 
which are moſt plain and ſimple, ſome of which 
he there inſtances in; and I believe upon exa- 
mination it would be found, that the moſt lear- 
ned of his profeſſion are of the ſame mind. 
3dy. Whatever may be the force of fancy in 
ſome particular caſes, yet the cure of the perſon 
we are now ſpeaking of cannot poſſibly be. aſ- 
cribed to it, as is evident from theſe two conſi- 
derations: 1ſt. That many of che moſt learned 
Phyſicians (e), who have wrote diſtinctly con- 
cerning the diſeaſes mentioned in the Goſpel, do 
acknowledge that the caſe of this woman was 
quite deſperate and abſolutely incurable by any 
human means, and much leſs then ſurely by the 
bare ſtrength of fancy and imagination. And 2dly. 
This is clear and. evident from the condition and 
circumſtances of this perſon, ag they are related 
= tro us in the Goſpel, For f. She had been 
2 troubled with this diſtemper for the ſpace of 
= twelve years, which manifeſts the ſtrength and 
inveteracy thereof. Mark v.25. And then 2dly. 
She had ſuffered many things of many Phyſici- 
ans, and had ſpent all that ſhe had, and was no- 
thing better, but rather grew worſe, v. 26. 
and as a great Author judiciouſly obſerves, it is 
not reaſonable to think that ſhe would have ſpent 
all her living upon the Phyſicians, and ſuffered 


= (4) Vindication, p. 291. (e) Ader, Bartholine, Ee, cited 
y Biſhop Smalbroke, Findicat. p. 277, to 281, 
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many things, or have gone thro? ſevere courſes 
of Phyſick as preſcribed by them, if ſhe had not 


formed a good opinion Ac leaſt of ſome of them, 


and fancied ſhe ſhould recover her health by their 
advice (7). So that if the power of fancy could 
have wrought this cure, it muſt have been done 
long before the time that ſhe came to our Sa- 


viour. And he that can conceive it poſſible for 


the. power of fancy to ſtop an iſſue of blood of 
twelve years ſtanding, which had baffled all the 
art and advice of learned Phyſicians, muſt him- 
ſelf be endued with ſuch a ſtrength of fancy, as 
is peculiar to thoſe who have loſt their ſenſe and 
underſtanding. But LAGS, ove 
- - 4thly and lafily. To put this matter out of all 


poſſible doubt, and to ſhew that the miracles of 


our Bleſſed Saviour were not in the leaſt owing 
to fancy and imagination, the Goſpel hath given 
us an account of ſeveral of thoſe Miracles, which 
were performed on perſons upon whom fancy 
and imagination could not poſſibly have the leaſt 

influence, ſuch as the curing the Centurion's ſer- 


vant of the palſy at. Capernaum, tho? our Saviour 


did not go into the houſe where he was, which 
the Scripture tells us was done upon the account 
of the Centurion's faith, and therefore could not 


be owing to the. ſervant's fancy; and likewiſe 


our Saviour's raiſing up the Nobleman's child in 
the ſame city, that was at the point of death, 
tho our Bleſſed Saviour did not approach near 
to him, which was done by reaſon of his father's 
faith. Matth. viii. 5, &c. Job. iv. 46, &c. and 
particularly our Bleſſed Saviour's giving ſight to 
the blind, and chiefly to one that was born blind, 
Job. ix. and his raiſing the dead to life again. 
Luk. vii. 11, &c. Job. xi. All which inſtances are 


% Biſhop Smalbroke's Vindication, 1 281. 
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abſolute demonſtrations of the vanity and falſe- 
hood of Mr W.'s ſuggeſtion, that the Miracles 
of Chriſt are to be aſcrib'd to the power of fancy 
and imagination. I eds | 73 
And having ſaid thus much to this ſuggeſtion 
of Mr V. there will be the leſs neceſſity of dwel- 
ling long upon another objection he hath made 
to the reality of Chriſt's Miracles, becauſe it is 
much of the ſame nature with that which I have 
juſt now conſidered. And this is taken from that 
paſſage of the Goſpel, where it is ſaid, that when 
our Bleſſed Saviour came into his own countrey 
about Capernaum, He could do there no mighty 
work. Mark vi. 5. from whence Mr V. infers (g), 
thar our Saviour could do nothing againſt unbe- 
lief. But this objection is none of Mr Wi's own, 
tho' he ſeems to be ſo fond of it; for it was 
urg'd long ago by Yaninus Cz/ar the famous A- 
theiſt, who was burnt for Atheiſm at Tholouſe in 
France, A. D. 1619. and who argued from this 
text, as other Atheiſts have ſince done out of 
him, that credulity and a ſtrong imagination in 
the people were the main ingredients in our Sa- 
viour's Miracles, and where He did not meet 
with perſons ſo diſpos'd, He could do no great 
matter (). 2 TEND = 

But now theſe perſons have not only miſerably 
perverted this text of Scripture, but have argued 
very abſurdly and unreaſonably from it. For 
1/7, when St Mark ſays that our Saviour could 
not do any mighty works there, the words could 
not are not to be underſtood to ſignify any. na- 
tural incapacity or want of power in our Saviour; 
for ſurely it was as eaſy for Him to work Mi- 
racles in that country, as in other places, But 
the expreſſion is to be underſtood in a moral 


(s) Diſc. ii. p. 15. Vid. Tillotſon Pol. iii. 7. £46. 
H 2 ſenſe, 


TRI: - 

ſenſe, as implying that our Saviour was not wil- 
ling and inclined at that time, or that He had 
not ſufficient reaſon and encouragement given 
Him to work Miracles. And in this ſenſe the 
expreſſion is uſed in our own language, there 
being nothing more common than for men to 
fay, that they cannot do this or that thing, which 
they have yet a natural power to do; but the 
meaning is, they cannot do it conſiſtently with 
their ſtate and condition and circumſtances, or 
without doing themſelves ſome conſiderable harm 
and injury, &c. and there are many places of 
Scripture in which the expreſſion 1s uſed in the 
ſame ſenſe, I will mention only two which are 
inconteſtable. Thus Gen. xxxvii. 4. it is ſaid of 
Joſepb's brethren, that when they ſaw that their 
father loved him more than all his brethren, they hated 
him, and could not ſpeak peaceably unto him. This 
fare was not a natural impoſſibility, but the 
meaning 1s, they could not ſpeak peaceably unto 
him, ſo long as they retain'd in their minds that 


He could do no mighty works, 3. e. He would do none, 
becauſe of their unbelief. There is a frequent change of thoſe 
words in all languages in the world. And we may appeal with 
Sz Chryſoſtom to the common cuſtom of ſpeech whatever country 
we live in. Türe + e don ouvyleiy. qurd[rouor the Tis 
Ay: ſo Juvaucy is volo, Afr iv. 20. Fob. vii. 7. and Ne is 
poſſum. Vid. Budz Comm. L. Gr. This therefore is the ge- 
maine ſenſe of that expreſſion; Chriſt would not hal their infir- 
mities, betanſe of thei” hardneſs and flowneſs of 22 in that 
bey believed bim not. And I think there is not one inſtance in 
all the hiſtory of the New Teftament of a Miracle done for any 
one's ſake that did not believe Jeſus to be a good Perſon and ſent 
From God, &c.——and as to the hraling of Malchus's ear it 
was a peculiar and extraordinary caſe, for tho" the perſon was 
| wholly unworthy of ſo gracious a cure, yet in the account of the 
meek Lamb of God, it was a kind of injury done to him by the 
. fervidneſs of St Peter, who knew not yet what Spirit He was of, 
and that his maſter's kingdom was not of this world. 
Dr Bentley's 67h Serm. at Boyle's Leflures, 4'* p. 9, 10. 
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wicked diſpoſition of hatred towards him. So 
likewiſe when the Jewiſh Council had forbid the 
| Apoſtles to preach any more in the name of Fe- 
ſus, Peter and Fobn declare their reſolution to 
oppoſe their commands, and make uſe of this 
ſaying, we cannot but ſpeak the things which we 
have ſeen and beard. Acts iv. 20. which certainly 
does not ſignify that they could not have been ſi- 
lent, -as the Jewiſh Magiſtrates deſired them, for 
that was very eaſily in their power ; but the ſenſe 
is, they could not be ſilent conſiſtently with their 
duty to God, and the obligation of preaching the 
Goſpel which they had laid themſelves under. 
To which I will add a very remarkable paſſage of 
Holy Scripture, where the very ſame manner of 
expreſſion is uſed of Almighty God himſelf ; 
thus Gen. xix. 22. God ſays to Lot, Haſte thee eſ- 
cape thither (to Zoar) for 1 cannot do any thing till 
thou be come thither. Evidently, as a learned 
Author well obſerves, not for want of power, 
but conſiſtently with his preſent purpoſes and 
deſigns; conſiſtently with His rule and method 
of acting, He could not do theſe things. And if 
Mr W. would have conſulted Mr Hobbs upon this 
_ occaſion, he would have informed him, that for 
any man to ſay, that our Saviour did not many 
works in that place becauſe He wanted power, 
were blaſphemy againft God (7). But 2dly, it is 
not true which thefe objectors alledge, that our 
Bleſſed Saviour did no mighty works in this place. 
For St Maithew in the account of this matter 
expreſſes it thus; He did not many mighty works 
there, becauſe of their unbelief. chap. 13. wit. which 
plainly intimates that He did ſome. And when 
St Mark ſays in the place abovementioned, that 


Dr Clarke" Serm. Vol. ix. p. 58. 
. Hobbs's Leviath. fol. ch. 37. p. 235. 
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He could do no mighty work there, he immedi- 
ately makes an exception, He could do there, ſays 
he, no mighty work, ſave that He laid His hands up- 
on a few ſict folk, and healed them; and a little 
before this in the ſecond verſe of the ſame chap- 
ter, we find that the multitude was aſtoniſhed, 
not only upon the account of His divine and ex- 
cellent doctrine which He had taught them, but 
alſo becauſe ſuch mighty works were wrought by His 
hands. So that it is very plain and evident that 
our Bleſſed Saviour did ſeveral mighty works in 
that place, tho? not ſo many as He was uſed and 
accuſtomed to do in others. And in this ſenſe, 
as I take it, the expreſſion in that text is to be 
underſtood, i. e. comparatively. He did not do 

fo many mighty works in that place, as He com- 
monly did in others. And what was the reaſon 
of it? Was it becauſe He wanted power? No 
ſurely. That is Mr V.'s profane and impious 
ſuggeſtion ; bur the Scripture tells us, it was be- 
cauſe of their unbelief. Matth. xviii. «lt. they were 
not endued with a true faith in Him, which was 
the ground and reaſon upon which He wrought 
His Miracles ; neither were they prevailed upon 
by thoſe Miracles which He had perform'd already, 
to acknowledge Him to be the true Mz/ias. But 
they were prejudiced againſt Him, upon account 
of the meanneſs of His birth and parentage. 7s 
not this, ſay they, the Carpenter*s fon ? is not His 
mother called Mary? and His brethren James, and 
Joſes, and Simon, and Judas? and his ſiſters are 
they not all with us ? whence then hath this man all 
theſe things? and they were offended in Him. Matth. 
xiii. 55, &c. ſo that ſince they were of ſuch a 
perverſe and obſtinate diſpoſition, as not to be 
Prevail'd upon by the Divinity of our Saviour's 
doctrine, and the ſeveral Miracles which He had 
already wrought among them, to acknowledge 
„„ | Him 


=. -TS7 5 
Him to be the Chriſt, it was a manifeſt ſign of 
grace and compaſſion in Him, not to work any 
more Miracles in that place, ſince they would 
have had no other effect upon them, but only to 
inflame their crime, and aggravate their infideli- 
ty. And if Mr V. had not been endued with a 
great deal of ill nature, as well as malice againſt 
Chriſt, he would never have made that an argu- 
ment of the want of power in our Saviour, which 
was plainly an argument of His goodneſs and mer- 
cy. And ſo much for Mr W. 's firſt exception to 
our Bleſſed Saviour's Miracles, viz. that they 
were owing to the force of imagination and cre- 
dul... ENG, e 
I proceed now to conſider the ſecond excep- 
tion, which he hath made againſt them, and 
that is, that they were owing to the operation of 
natural cauſes (. This is the account which he 
gives of that miraculous cure wrought on the 
man that was born blind, of which we read 
Fob. ix. for whereas it is ſaid in ver. 6. that Jeſus 
ſpat on the ground, and made clay of the ſpittle, and 
anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay. 
Mr V. aſſerts that this affects the credit of the 
Miracle, and gives occaſion of ſuſpicion-that'it was 
art and not a Divine Power that healed him, or 
Feſus for His honour had never had 'recourſe to 
the uſe of thoſe means (). And he further in- 
ſinuates, that our Bleſſed Saviour -under-hand 


(+) Naturali vi non fuiſſe patratà que diximus opera, c. 
That they were not performed by anynatural power ſufficiently ap- 
pears from hence, that they are called Wonders or Miracles. Nor 
can it ever be, that grievous diftempers ſhould be healed immedi- 
ately, only by a word ſpeaking or by a touch, by the power of na- 
ture. For i thoſe works could have been accounted for by any 
natural efficacy, it would have been ſaid ſo at firſt by thoſe who 
either profeſs'd themſelves enemies of Chriſt, when He was upon 
earth, or of His Goſpel. Grot. de veritat. lib. xi. 5. 5. 

(7) Diſcourſe iv. p. 10. . 
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uſed proper medicines, and had by him a more 
ſanative balſam, which he ſubtilly ſlipt in the 
room of the clay with which he anointed the eyes 

of the blind man (). 

This is the ſolution which Mr 1. gives of 
this caſe of curing the man chat was born 
blind; and I believe he is the firſt author who 
ever thought that it was poſſible by p natural 

means to give {light to a perſon in that condi- © 
tion. There are indeed various interpretations 
5 given of this action of our Blefled Saviour in an- 
HOinting the eyes of the blind man with the clay, 
who commonly performed His miraculous acti- 
ons by immediate word and command. But I 
believe there is no author antient or modern be- 
ſides Mr V. who ever imagin'd that there was 
any medicinal: virtue in the clay, or in any 
thing elſe that could be mixed with it, which 
might adminiſter to this cure. Neither do I 
think there ever was any one Phyſician or Natu- 
raliſt, who hath judg'd it poſſible by any art or 
human means to open the eyes of one that is 
born blind. But let us ſee what judgment is 
given ofthis action of our Bleſſed Saviour by in- 
terpreters. Now forme: think that our Saviour 
uſed this method, that the force and power of 
the miracle might more clearly appear by the 
diſagreement and diſparity of thoſe means which 
He | uſed for the eff=ting it. And this notion 
ſeems to have ſome countenance from Scripture, 
in which there are ſeveral miraculous effects rela- 
ted, which were brought about by ſuch cauſes as 
had no manner of ſimilitude to or correſponden- 
cy with them. Many inſtances might be given 
of this, but for brevity ſake I will mention only 
one which i is eee and that we Soon with 
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ln 2 Kings vi. 5, t0 8. As one was felling a beam; 

' the an- bead fell into the water: and he cried, and 
ſaid, (viz. to the prophet Eliſba) Alas! maſter, fer 
it was borrowed. And the man of God ſaid, Where 
fell it? And be ſbewed him the place. And be cut 
down a flick, and caſt it in thither, and the iron did. 
ſim. Therefore ſaid he, Take it up to thee. And 
he put out his hand, and took it. Now all men 
muſt grant, that the making iron to ſwim in was 
ter, by throwing a piece of wood-into it, is whol- 
ly miraculous, and an effect very unſuitable and 
——— to the cauſe by which it was 
accompliſn'd. And Grolius thinks that the true 
reaſon why God made uſe of ſuch means as had 
no virtue in themſelves towards the producing of 
thoſe effects, was to ſhew that He was the Lord of 
nature, and that all the powers thereof were ſub= 
jet to Him (2). Other interpreters think that 
our Bleſſed Saviour uſed this method to ſhew that 
He himſelf was the Creator of mankind, by 
uſing the ſame materials towards repairing any 
defect in mankind, whieh was the original ſub- 
ſtance of which man was compoſed. And this 
is the judgment of almoſt all the Greek commen- 
tators (o). But to paſs by other opinions of this 
matter, that which ſeems to me to be the moſt 
rational of all the reſt is this: The Fews were 
of opinion, that to anoint the eyes of any one 
with ſpittle was medicinal, and was unlawful to 
he done on the Sabbath day, as Dr Lightfoot ob- 
ſerves (); and it was upot the Sabbath day that 
this blind man received his ſight, as we read in 
ver. 14, Upon which Dr Lightfoot thinks, that 
our Bleſſed Saviour uſed this method to try whe- 
ther the blind man was tinctured with this ſuper- 
. (=) Vid. Grot. in 2 Reg. ii. 20, . (0) Vid. Maldonat. 
in loc. (2) Lightfoot apud Poli Synopſ. Critic. in loc. 
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ſlition, tho? I conceive that it was more proba· 
bly done by our Bleſſed Saviour on account 
of the Phariſees themſelves, in order to free 
them from their miſtakes, and to ſhew them 
how little regard He had to their ſuperſtitious 
notions of the Sabbath-day. For we find in ver, 
16. that ſome of the Phariſees ſaid on the ac- 
count of this cure, that this man is not of God, be- 
cauſe be keepeth not the Sabbath-day. For the ſame 
reaſon many other cures which our Bleſſed 
Saviour wrought were done upon the Sabbath; 
which ſeem'd to be done at that time on pur- 
oſe for the ſake of thoſe reaſonings which 
uſed with the Scribes and Phariſees on 
that occaſion. (See Luke xiii. 11, 0 18. Johnv.1, 
to 17.) But let this matter be as it will, no in- 
terpreter ever imagin'd that the blind man reco- 
vered his ſight by virtue of the clay, or any thing 
elſe that might be ſubſtituted in the place of it, 
as Mr VV. thinks, but wholly by the divine and 
miraculous power of our Bleſſed Lord. And 
tho* Mr V. hath uſed ſeveral arguments mixed 
with much buffoonery, and many blaſphemous 
reflections upon our Bleſſed Saviour's Perſon to 
prove the contrary ; yet in his great heat and 
zeal for this matter he hath made one conceſ- 
fion, that hath quite ruin'd his cauſe and an 
end to the whole controverſy; andas unskilful Ge- 
nerals have often done, he hath purſued his ene- 
my ſo far and with ſo much precipitation, that 
he hath thereby made his own retreat abſolutely 
impoſſible. For ſaith he, upon occaſion of this 
cure, I grant that if eus had uſed no medicines, 
if only with a word of his mouth he had cured the 
man, and he had inſtantaneouſly recovered as 
the word was ſpoken, here would have been a 
great and real Miracle, let the blindneſs or im- 
perfection of the man's ſight be of what kind or 

e No degree 


e 2p 
degree ſoever (9). And now is it not a great 
ity that an author, who could make ſuch an ac- 
owledgment as this, ſhould be ſo bewitched 
and infatuated, as to plunge himſelf into the 
guilt of ſo much horrid and unparallelled pro- 
phaneneſs and blaſphemy, which he hath uſed in 
this argument. For does not Mr V. know, 
that the Goſpel informs us of our Bleſſed Savi- 
our's reſtoring blind men to their ſight by the 
word of his mouth without the uſe of any me- 
dicines. Thus St Matthezy tells us, that our Sa- 
viour cured two blind men only by touching 
their eyes, ch. ix. 27, Sc. and afterwards two 
others in the ſame —_ that ſat aol —_— 
begging. ch. xx. 30, Sc. here was nothing apph 

to ode os as in the caſe of the blind man in 
Job. ix. but all that is ſaid is, that our Saviour 
touched their eyes, and they received their fight, 
And it was very uſual with our Bleſſed Saviour 
to touch thoſe with His hand, whom He cured of 
other diſeaſes as well as blindneſs, of which fo 
many inftances occur in the Goſpel that it is 
needleſs to give any: and why our Bleſſed Savi- 
our frequently choſe to cure the blind and diſ- 
eaſed perſons by touching them with His hand ra- 
ther than by barely ſpeaking the word to them 
(which He likewiſe very 5 did) the antient 
writers of the Church have given ſeveral rea- 
ſons (r). And not to mention the caſe of blind 
Bartimæus, who by the account St Mark gives 
of him was reſtored co his ſight by our Saviour's 
immediate word and command, cb. x. 46, Cc. 
becauſe he is ſuppoſed by the Harmoniſts to be 
one of thoſe two blind men laſt mentioned, Mart. . 
xx. 30, Sc. whole eyes St Matthew fays our Sa- 
viour touch'd ; I will give Mr V. a plain inſtance 
' (4) Woolſton' , fourth Diſcourſe, p. . 

(7) Vid. Maldonat. in Matth. viii. 3. 2 | 
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of a blind man, whom the Goſpel tells us our Sa- 
viour reſtored to his ſight without any mention 
even of His touching his eyes, and much leſs 
uſing any natural means towards the healing of 
them; and that is in Matth. xii. 22. Then was 
brought unto Him one poſſeſd with a Devil, blind 
and dumb: and He healed him, inſomuch that the 


Blind and dumb both ſpake and ſatv. Here is an 


undeniable inſtance of a blind man reſtored 


to his ſight, without the uſe” of any medi- 


cines, nay even without ſo much- as our Sa- 
viour's touching him with His hand, and there- 
fore according to Mr Ws conceſſion a clear 

roof of his working real Miracles. And ſince 
inveterate palſies and other diſeaſes are as diffi- 


cult to be cured by a bare word, as that of 


blindneſs, there is the ſame reaſon why the bene- 
fit of this conceſſion - ſhould be likewiſe extended 
to them. And there are ſo many inſtances of 


this kind in the Goſpel, that it is needleſs to 


trouble the Reader with any of them. 
And thus Mr W. after all his boaſts of wit and 
argument on this ſubject hath given up the cauſe 
entirely into our hands, and with that I ſhall put 
an end to the controverſy with him, having ſuf- 
ficiently proved in the foregoing diſcourſe, 
that our Bleſſed Saviour's Miracles were real 
facts, and were not owing to the power of ima- 
gination, or to any natural cauſes, but wholly 


to His Divine Authority. And having thus 


confidered the objections of ſuch who deny the 


truth and reality of our Bleſſed Saviour's Mi- 


racles, I now proceed to anſwer the objections 
of thoſe, who allowing the Miracles of Chriſt to 
be real facts do yet either deny them to be what 
we call Miracles, or elſe lay down ſome Hypo- 
theſis or other to ſolve the argument ariſing from 
the power and authority of them, 
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I Mall firſt conſider the objections of choſe whg 
acknowledge that our Bleſſed Saviour's Miracles 


were facts really done, but yet deny them ro be 


what we commonly call by the dane of Mi: 
racles. And this is the argument on which rhe 
molt learned of our modern infidels do much ins 


ſiſt, and that which they urge upon this head is 


this, viz," that there are no ſuch things as Mi- 
racles properly ſpeaking, but that thoſe things 
which we call by that name are as much the ef- 
fects of certain caufes and powers in nature, as 
others are which are more familiar and com- 

Thus Spinoza lays it down for a maxim in 
his Philoſophy, that Miracles and Ignorance are 
equivalent terms (). What he means by it is 
this, that thoſe things we account miraculous 
are as really effected by natural cauſes, as any of 


the moſt common appearances of nature are, 


tho? we arc ignorant of that which is the cauſe 


- (+) Spinoza plainly places miraculous facts to the account of 
mens ignorance of the marks of nature in theſe words, Miracula 
& ignorantiam pro æquipollentibus ſumpſi. And he gives this 
reaſon for making miracles and ignorance to be equivalent terms, 
quia ii qui Dei exiſtentiam & religionem miraculis adſtruere co- 
nantur rem obſcuram per aliam magis obſcuram & quam maxi- 
me ignorant (viz. the porvers of nature) oſtendere volunt, atque 
ita novum argumentandi genus adferunt, redigendo ſcilicet non 
ad impoſſibile ut aiunt, ſed ad ignorantiam. That is, we pre- 
tend ta prove the truth of tertain propoſitions, of which we can 
judge by our reaſon, by certain wonderful facts of whoſe cauſes tos 
are not able to judge at all, and therefore muſt be leſs known 
than the propoſitions which they are intended to prove. From 
thence be 22 that Miracles, the cauſes of which are un- 
known to us, can never be a proof of any thing, unleſs it were 
Poſſible or allowable to enlighten an obſcure propoſition by ano- 
ther that was equally or more obſcure than itſelf. Gurdon's 
Sermons at Boyle's Lectures, p. 334, 335. Nil contra naturam 
contingere, ſed ipſam æternum fixum & immutabilem ordinem 
ſervare. Spinoze Traftat. Theologico Politic. cap. 6. Where 
Nis opinion and doctrine concerning Miracles may be ſeen at large. 
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of chem. And this notion. of theirs eoncernin 
that God yr 


Miracles they ground upon this, 


 pecefiary Agent, and conſequently chat all the 


motions of matter, and all the various Pbænome. 
na of nature, as well thoſe which are more rare 
and extraordinary, as thoſe which are ordinary 
and common, are neceſſary tog. But this do- 

miſtake in Philoſo- 


a = — 


Qrine is built upon a great 


phy for God is not a neceſſary but a free Agent, 


as many great and learned men have clearly de- 


monſtrated (2). And indeed this is a certain con» 
ſequence of His Self- exiſtence, and Intellig 


F 


and that ſupreme Dominion which He hath 


over all things. For an Intelligent Being that 
exiſts of Himſelf, and upon whom all things 


| depend, muſt be abſolutely free in all His actions; 


lain that nothing can reſiſt His will, 


nor impoſe any neceſſity upon Him of acting 
acherwlle chan He pleaſes. "Bur we need not go 
to Metaphyſics for the proof of this matter; for 
the works of nature — 

evidence thereof; ſince it manifeſtly appears that 


emſelves are a ſufficient 


they are ſo far from being the effects of a neceſ- 


ſary cauſe,” that they carry in them the plaineſt 


marks and characters of liberty and freedom, 
For if the earth had been owing to neceſſity, as 


| Spinoza and other Atheiſts contend, it could not 
have been of its preſent form and figure, nor in- 


deed of any figure at all, but muſt have been in- 
finite as its cauſe. For abſolute neceſſity cannot 


effects, as the ions of free agents do by 
the will and counſel of the artificer, but muſt be 
every where the fame uniformly and alike ; and 

i) Vid. Dr Bentley's 6,7,and $th Sermons at Boyle's Lectures. 
Dr S. Clarke's Serm. at the ſame, part i. prop. 9. Mr Gurdon's 
Sermons at the ſame, Diſcourſe 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10. | 


conſequently 


admit of any reſtriction and limitation upon it's 
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 eonfqueatly the finite condition of the eafth, 


and it's being of a particular magnitude and 
form, is a clear demonſtration, that it was not 
owing to neceſſity. Beſides, the infinite varie- 
ty that is in the world and in all the works o 
nature, is a manifeſt indication of this truth; 
and it is very plain, that any of the moſt obſer- 
vable Phenomena. of nature might have been 


2 different from what they are at preſent. 


Jo one can ſay but that the earth might have 
been of another magnitude and form than what 


it now is. The ſun might have been fixed at a 
greater or leſs diſtance from the earth, and the 


obliquity of the ecliptic to the equator. might 
have been otherwiſe than it is, which would have 
caus'd a great alteration in the heat of all cli- 
mates, and made the ſeaſons of the year quite 


- different from what they are at preſent. There 
might have been more or fewer ſtars or planets, 


a greater or leſs number of plants and animals. 
And any one of the ſeveral ſpecies of them might 
have been of a different ſize, figure, and con- 
ſtruction from that which it now is. All which 
is ſurely a moſt convincing proof, that the works 
of nature are the product of a free and arbitrary 
cauſe, and were not owing to neceſſity. Tis 
true, the works of nature are for the moſt part 
very regular and conſtant. The earth brings 
forth its fruits, and the feaſons of the year ad- 
vance upon us in their due time and order ; and 
as the Pſalmiſt obſerves civ. 19. God bath ap- 
pointed the moon for certain ſeaſons, and the ſun 
knoweth his going down; and excepting that incon- 
ſtancy that is in the wind and the elements, (with- 
out which they would not be of ſo great uſe and 
ſervice to mankind, ſince navigation and the 
wholeſomneſs of the air depend upon the one, 
and the fruitfulneſs of the earth upon the other) 


and 


. — — — - 


and excepting ſometimes an exceſs or defect in 


the ſeaſons themſelves ; all which things with 


many others are the great inſtruments of Pro- 
vidence, by which God rewards or puniſhes the 
nations of the world according to their deferts : 


I'fay excepting this, there is generally ſpeaking 


a great regularity and order obſerv'd in all the 
works of nature. But this regularity is not in 
the leaſt owing to any neceſſity in the things 
themſelves, hut to the ſole will and pleaſure of 
God, who hath impoſed theſe laws of motion 
upon them, arid preſides over and governs all 
things in the world by ſetfled rules and methods 
which are called the laws of nature. Since then 
this order and regularity which is eſtabliſh'd in 
the world, is entirely owing to and dependent 
upon God's will, it is very evident that He can 
change and alter it at His pleaſure. And when- 


ever He gives thoſe who are commiſſioned by 


Him authority to make ſuch remarkable alte- 


tations in the works of nature, as in the com- 


mon judgfnent of mankind cannot be aſcribed to 
any natural cauſe, theſe are what we call by the 
name of Miracles. 2 8 NOY 1 
Thus for inſtance; it is a law of nature that 
the ſun ſhould (ſpeaking according to the vulgar 


Philoſophy) continue to move regularly in its 
orbit, as it conſtantly does; but now if we 


ſhould obſerve that at the command of any per- 
ſon it ſhould immediately ſtand ſtill for ſome 


time, and much more for a whole day, as the 


Scripture aſſures us it did in the time of Joſbua, 
and at his word, chap. x. 12, 13. we ſhould not 


doubt to call this a real Miracle. And the ſame 


Judgment may be paſs'd upon the wonderful 


works of our Bleſſed Saviour recorded in the 


Goſpel, ſuch as giving ſight to the blind, feet to 
| ES the 
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the lame, c. and particularly the railing of dead 
bodies to life again. 6 

And what Spinoza lays down in the paſſage a- 
boye cited in the margin (p. 61.) viz. That we 
pretend to prove the truth of certain propoſitions 
of which we can judge by our reaſon, by cer- 
tain wonderful facts of whoſe cauſes we are not 
able to judge at all, is entirely falſe; for when 


we plainly obſerve ſuch great and uncommon 


effects, which are contrary to the general order 
and courſe of nature, to be brought about by 
the immediate word and command of thoſe who 
have a divine commiſſion, we may clearly judge 
that they are the cauſes of them. For if any one 
ſhould object, that we cannot comprehend the 
manner how ſuch miraculous effects are accom- 

pliſhed by perſons divinely inſpired ; this is no 
more an argument that they are not the cauſes of 
them, than it is againſt any cauſes that are pure- 
ly natural; fince tho? in many caſes in natural 
Philoſophy we can certainly argue from ef- 
fects. to their proper cauſes, yet it is agreed on 
all hands, that we are not able to comprehend 
the manner how ſuch effects are produced by 
them. But I am ſenſible that Spinoza and his 
followers do endeavour to account for the Scrip- 
ture Miracles another way ; they do not ſuppoſe 
that they are really brought about by perſons di- 
vinely inſpired, but earneſtly contend that they 
are natural, i. e. as much the effects of natural 
cauſes, tho? to us ſecret and unknown, as the moſt 
ordinary arid common appearances of life are : 
and ſo according to the doctrine of theſe men, 
ſuppoſing the Scripture Hiſtory to be true (cho 
as will be ſeen preſently they have ſeveral eva- 
ſions to bring themſelves off in ſuch caſes as are 


difficult and cannot in any wiſe be reconciled 


with their hypothelis) the ſun would have ſtood 
| 1 — "ml 
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ſtill upon Gibeon at the very hour when Joſhua | 


gave the word, tho” he had not ordered it to do 


ſo; and in like manner in our Bleſſed Saviour's 


time the blind would have received their ſight, 
the lame would have walked, and the dead would 
have been raiſed up, exactly at the time when 
theſe things happen'd, tho? He had not given any 
command to that purpole ; but let them believe 
this who can. 


I hope thoſe, who can think this poſſible, will 


never reproach us Chriſtians any more with be- 
ing too eaſy and credulous in matters of Faith: 
and whatever theſe pretended maſters of Philoſo- 
phy may aſſert, I do not in the leaſt queſtion, 
but that if any perſons among us had liv'd in the 
times of Joſbua or of Jeſus. Chriſt, and had ſeen 
theſe things done before their eyes, they would 
have acknowledg*d them to have been great and 
real Miracles. we Re, 

And whatever confidence Spinoza might have 
in the truth of his Philoſophy, yet as the learned 
Mr Gurdon obſerves, he was well aware that he 


might be preſs'd with the account of ſome facts 


in the Goſpel (ſuch as the reſurrection of dead 
bodies, and particularly our Bleſſed Saviour's 


raiſing Himſelf to life again) which ſeem'd to ex- 
ceed all the powers of nature, and conſequently 


that there might be ſuch things as we call Mira- 
cles : and therefore he endeavours to bring him- 


ſeif off by this reſerve, viz. that if ſome facts 


<< be related in the Goſpel, which do truly exceed 


all the powers of nature, ſuch facts were not 
«© real, but in appearance only ();“ or as he ex- 
preſſes himſelf in another place, that they were 
additions made to the Holy Scriptures by wicked 


(42) Gurdon's Sermons at Boyle's Lectures, p. 335, 336. 
| 5 | men 
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men (@).: fo that there ſeems to be nothing fur- 
ther neceſſary to prove the reality of Miracles 
againſt Spinoza and his followers, but only to 
ſhew that the miraculous facts recorded in the 
Goſpel were actually done as they are ſaid to be, 
'of which more hereafter. But yet I cannot diſmiſs 


this ſubje& without taking notice of two things, 
which the aforeſaid excellent Author hath obſer- 
ved (x), which Spinoza can never give any rational 
account of upon the principles of his philoſophy. 

1ſt. If thoſe things which we call Miracles 
were really the effects of natural cauſes, how 
came it to paſs that they were not more frequent 
and common; for this js the ſtate and con. + >n 
of all things that are natural; the fun continues 
to'obſerve his courſe and to give light and heat to 
the inhabitants of the earth ; all creatures in the 
world propagate their kind, and the earth is re- 
gular and conſtant in bringing forth the fruits 
of it, and nature is for the moſt part very uni- 
form and methodical in its effects and operations; 
nay, and even thoſe irregularities of nature, 
which are reckon'd portentous, are ſeldom ow- 


ing to any thing elſe than to ſome ſecret defici- 


ency of nature, when it is nat able to perform 


Its uſual operations, and are things very common 


to all times. And many of thoſe things which 


the vulgar call prodigies (becauſe they are ig- 
norant of the nature of them and have had lit- 


26) Quare hie abſolute coneludimus omnia quæ in Scriptu- 
Ta vere narrantur contigiſſe, ea ſecundum leges naturæ ut om- 
nia neceſſario contigiſſe, & fi quid reperiatur, quod apodictice 
demonſtrari poteſt legibus naturæ repugnare, aut ex lis conſe- 
qui non potuiſſe, plane credendum id a {acrilegis hominibus fa- 
cris literis adjectum fuiſſe. Quicquid enim contra naturam ef, 


id contra rationem eſt, & quod contra rationem, id abſurdum 


elt ac proinde etiam refutandum. Spinoze Trad. Theol. Polit. 
cap. 6. p. 77. 440. vid. etiam p. 78. 
(x) Gurdon, p. 342, Ke. 


*. 
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tle or no experience of ſuch 1 do yet fre- 
quently happen in all ages of the world, as 1s 
very evident to thoſe who are acquainted with 
Philoſophy and natural Hiſtory O0); and when- 
ever they do happen, they praceed from their 
own proper cauſes in nature. without any parti - 
cular interpolitian af God, or immediate com- 


mand of thoſe who are commiſſion'd by Him, as 


Miracles do; whereas Miracles are very rare 
and uncommon things, that are done but very 
ſeldom, and only on great and extraordinary 
occaſions, and that by virtue of an immediate 
Divine interpoſition. 4 

 hus the making the ſun to ſtand ſtill for a 
whole day in Joſbua's time was a great and un- 
common effect, which as far as appears from hi- 
ſtory did never happen but only that one time 
from the Creation to this day; and as St Job ob- 
ſerves in the caſe of the man who was born blind, 
whom our Bleſſed Saviour reſtor'd to his fight, 
the like was not heard of ſince the world began, 
John ix. 32. and the raifing of dead bodies to 


life again, which our Bleſſed Saviour did beyond 


all denial, was a thing wholly new to the world, 
excepting two or three inſtances of that kind 
which were done by the Prophets under the Qld 
Teſtament, 1 Kings xvii. 17, Cc. 2 Kings iv. 32. 


chap. xiii. 21; Now'if theſe great and wonderful 


operations were owing to natural cauſes, as Spino- 
za and his followers contend, it is very unac- 


2 What Mr Hobbs ob/erves upon this occaſion is very juſt 
and pertinent, viz. that from the different knowledge and expe- 
rience of men it is, that ignorant and ſuperſtitious men mals 
great wonders of thoſe works, which other men knowing to pro- 
ceed from nature (which is not the immediate, but the ordinary 
work of God) admire not at all. Leviath. cap. 37. p. 234. And 
what Mr Hobbs obſerves in that place of eclipſes holds true 4 
many ether things. Vid. Prideaux Connect. Vol. i. 80. ſub 
anno ante Chriſtum 598. | 
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countable. that they- ſhould have happen d fo 
very rarely and ſo very ſeldom, and fhould 
not have been more regular and conſtant, as 
natural effects are uſed to be; and I] appeal 
to any man of tolerable ſenſe and judgment, 
whether thoſe effects can with any reaſan be a 
{crib'd to a natural cauſe, which fails many mil- 
lions of times where it becomes once ſucceſiful. 


But, | 1 
d 2dly. Suppoſing thele miraculous operations 
were really owing to natural caules, as cheſe phi- 
loſophers imagine, yet here ariſes another greac 
difficulty, of which they can never give any to- 
lerable ſolution 3 and that is, how came our 
Bleſſed Saviour to be acquainted with this mat- 
ter. For if you deſtroy the truth and reality of 
His Miracles, and thereby deny him to be a Di- 
vine Perſon, as the Spinoſiſts do, you muſt then 
conſider Him as an ordinary and common Jew 
of mean parentage and education; and then the 
queſtion is, how could He poſſibly know that 
heſe ſecret and unknown powers of nature 
would exert themſelves ſo exactly and ſueceſsful- 
ly at that time, in producing thoſe wonderful ef- 
fects which He ſhould require of them; that 
when He ordered the blind man to receive his 
ſight, the lame to walk, and the dead to be 
raiſed up, theſe things ſhould immediately be 
done according to His command : there had not 
been one inſtance of the former kind frem the 
beginning of the world to this day, and but very 
few inſtances of the latter : and therefore how 
can it be conceiv'd that our Bleſſed Saviour would 
have expos'd His character and reputation, and 
the truth of His authority and commiſſion, to 
ſuch a fatal hazard and uncertainty. And indeed 
if we take the matter in this light, it appears to 
be ſo unreaſonable and deſperate an — 
Wy” | that 
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chat no man of common ſenſe, and much leſs a 
perſon of ſuch excellent and divine wiſdom as 
Chriſt was, would ever have preſumed to venture 
upon it. ee on 
And therefore ſince our Bleſſed Saviour did 
plainly undertake to perform the moſt uncom- 
mon and ſurprizing works, and ſince nothing 
which He requir'd to be done did ever once fail 
in ſuch remarkable and innumerable inſtances in 
which He was pleaſed to exert Himſelf, it is ve- 
ry evident that He had nature entirely at His 
command, and thereby had a power of working 
real Miracles; and conſequently that He was a 
Teacher ſent from God. | 
And thus I have ſhewn the poſſibility of work- 
ing Miracles in oppoſition to the reaſoning of 
our modern Atheiſts. I proceed now to confider 
the objections of thoſe, who allowing our Bleſſed 
Saviour's works to be real Miracles do yet deny 
the conſequence in Scripture, viz. that he was a 
Teacher ſent from God. The perſons who have 
given into this way of reaſoning were the Jews 
-of old and the Philoſophers among the Gen- 
tiles. | 
Firſt, Let us conſider the argument of the Jews, 

Now the Jews of old were ſo very ſenſible, that 
Jeſus Chriſt wrought thoſe Miracles which in the 
Goſpel are aſcribed to Him, that they made not 
the leaſt ſcruple of acknowledging · this truth: 
thus we find in the Goſpel, when upon oc- 
caſion of raiſing Lazarus from the dead the 
| Phariſees had been told what things Jeſus had done, 
it is ſaid that hen gathered the chief prieſts and 
Phariſees a council, and ſaid what do we ? for this 
man doth many Miracles, if we let him Him thus a- 
lone, all men will believe on him, John xi. 47, 48. 
And the ſame acknowledgment of our Bleſſed 
Saviour's Miracles is made by the Jews in their 
* Talmud 
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Talmud (⁊), and by the moſt learned of theit 
writers ever ſince (a); nay, even the moſt blaſ- 
phemous Jewiſh treatiſe that hath been publiſh'd 
las not, as Biſhop Smalbroke obſerves (, dared 
to deny that our Bleſſed Saviour by His mere 
word wrought Miracles, and even raiſed the 
dead ; to which we may add the teſtimony of 
Mahomet himſelf, who owns the ſame in his Al- 
coran, All which makes it the more ſurprizing 
that an Author who hath lately appeared among: 
us, and who was born and educated in a Chri- 
ſtian country, ſhould in ſo prophane and blaſ- 
phemous a manner have preſum'd to call them 
into queſtion. But tho* the Jews did own that 
our Bleſſed Saviour wrought real Miracles, yet 
they. endeavour'd to evade the force of them by, 
this impious ſuggeſtion, viz. that they were 
wrought by magick art, and by the power of the 
Devil; but the weakneſs as well as the malice of 
this ſuggeſtion was very eaſily confuted theſe two 
ways. 
| : ſt. By the excellency and goodneſs of that 
doctrine which our Bleſſed Saviour taught; it 
being as was before obſerv'd abſolutely inconſi- 
ſtent with the nature of the Devil and the inte- 
reſts of his kingdom, to work any Signs or Mi- 
racles in teſtimony of ſuch do@rine ; for this 
would be to divide his kingdom againſt it ſelf 
and bring it to deſolation, as our Bleſſed Saviour 
excellently argued with the Jews upon that occa- 
ſion, Matth. xii. 25. And then, 

_ 2dly, Thoſe who work Miracles by the power 
of the Devil are always remarkable for their 
wickedneſs and immorality, which is the only 


{z) Vid. Grot. de Veritat. Lib. ii. C. 5. 
(a) Vid. Smalbroke's Vindicat. part i. p. 37. 
(5) Smalbroke, ibid. | 


thing 


Z 
ching that entities them to his help and aſſiſtance; 
and therefore thar divine life and Heavenly con ver- 
ation, which our Bleſſed Saviour led in th world, 
did ſufficiently expoſe the weakneſs and nalice of 
chis pretence, and demonſtrate that the Miracles 
which He wrought were done by the finger of 
God: "And thus much for the objection of the 
Jews againſt the Miracles of our Saviour. 
I proceed now to conſider what hath been ur- 
ged againſt them by the learned Philoſophers a- 
mong the Gentiles. Now that which they chiefly 
argued againſt the authority of Chriſt's Miracles 
was this: they ſaid, that the working thoſe Mira- 
cles was no proof and evidence at all of His ha- 
ving a Divine commiſſion, ſince many perſons in 
ſeveral ages of the world had likewife work'd 
great Miracles, who yet never had any ſuch com- 
miſſion; and to this purpoſe, as Biſhop: Leng 
expreſſes it (c), they raked together all the old 
ſtories they could meet withal of ſtrange things 
done by ſome antient Philoſophers, Magici- 
ans and impoſtors, to which they added ſome 
new ones of their own; and theſe they ſet up 
in oppoſition to the Miracles of Chriſt and His 
8 in order to invalidate the authority of 
them. | 5 | h 
Now many of the Miracles afcrib'd to theſe 
perſons are not only in themfelves very trifling 
and ridiculous, as will be ſeen hereafrer when 
they ſhall be taken into examination; but there 
is this juſt exception to be made to the credibi- 
lity of them, that the Gentiles had recourſe 
to them merely as a ſhift and refuge, to ſcreen 
themſelves from the force and authority of Chriſt's 
Miracles; and therefore they were oblig'd to ex- 
ert all their wit and parts to put the beſt colours 


- 


( Sermons at Boyle's Lectures, p. 462. | Vid. p. 464, 465. 
tems | upon 
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upon them that they were able (d); but how- 
ever I will proceed to the conſideration of them. 
Now not thinking it worth my while to mention 

the caſe of Pythagoras, ſince as Dean Sherlock 

_ obſerves (e), I ſuppoſe no man will think that 
his concealing himſelf for ſeven years, and then 
pretending that he had been in the other world 
and return'd again to teach men philoſophy, is 
to be compar'd to the certain account we have 
both of the death and reſurrection of our Sa- 
viour, who roſe again with an immortal body, 
not to live in this world and to die again, but 
to aſcend in His glorified body up to Heaven, 
there to live for ever, and never to die more; 
which is ſo peculiar to our Saviour, that no man 
yet ever had the impudence to pretend to it : I 
ſay not to mention this, the chief perſons whoſe 
Miracles have been thus ſet up in oppoſition to 
thoſe of our Saviour Chriſt are theſe three, 


(a] It is a thing highly probable, if not ungueſtionable, 
2bat Apollonius Tyanzus ſhortly after the publication of the Go- 
Ipel to the worid was a perſon made choice of by the policy and 
aſſiſted by the powers of the kingdom of darkneſs for the doing 
of ſome things extraordinary, merely out of defign to dero- 
gate from the Miracles of our Saviour Chriſt, and to enable 
Paganiſm the better to bear up againſt the aſſaults of Chri- 
Fianity; for among the many Writers of this Philoſopher*s 
life ſome, and particularly Philoſtratus, ſeem to have had no 
other aim in this their whole undertaking, than only to dreſs up 
Apollonius 79 a garb and manner, as might make him beſt 
ſeem to be a fit corrival with our Saviour Chrift both in reſpe# 
of Sanity and Miracles; Eunapius therefore telling us that 
he miſtitled his book, and that inſttad of the life f Apollonius 
Be ſhould have call'd it the coming down and converſe of G 
with men; foraſmuch as this Apollonius (ſaith he) was not a 
bare Philoſopher or man, but a certain miadle thing betwixt the 
Gods and men: and that this was the uſe commonly made by the 
Pagans of this hiſtory of Apollonius, namely, to ſet him wp in 
way of oppoſition and rivalry to our Saviour Chriſt, appears 
fixdry ways. Cudworth's Intellect. Syſtem. p. 26 3. 260. 

ſe Sherlock on the immortality of the ſoul, &c. p. 233. 
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tz. Ariſteas Proconneſius, Veſpaſian the Emperor, 
and Apollonius Tyaneus, to which Mr Woolſton 
who urges the Miracles which theſe perſons are 
faid to have wrought, has added to the fame 
purpoſe (f) a fourth perſon, viz. the famous 
Mr Greatrak, who appear'd in this kingdom 
ſoon after the reſtoration of king Charles II. 
Of theſe in their order. And. 
Firſt, as to the Miracles which are ſaid to have 
been wrought by Ariſteas. This perſon was a 
Poet, and was born at Proconneſus (g), an iſland in 
the Propontis, and lived in the time of the Empe- 
ror Cyrus. The Miracles which he is ſaid to have 
done were objected to the Chriftians by Celſus 
the famous Epicurean, againſt whom St Origen 
wrote; and the account which Celſus gives of 
Rim is taken from Herodotus, and is this, viz. 
that Herodotus tells us he heard ſuch a ſtory at 
Proconneſus, that Arifteas died there, but that his 


body could not be found dead or alive for ſeven 


years; but that afteryards he appear'd and made 
verſes, and then diſappear'd again; and above 
| der years after was ſeen at Metapontum, where 
he order'd them to erect an altar to Apollo, and a 

ſtatue to himſelf cloſe by it, telling them he had 
once been the crow which came with Apollo into 

Haly; and after he ſaid this, he vaniſhed again. 

To this ſtory out of Herodotus Celſus adds a- 
nother ſtory of Abaris riding 'in the air upon an 
arrow of Apollo over the 1 a and land (as Por- 
Pbyry alſo relates it) and of Hermotimus Clazome- 
nius, whoſe ſoul often left the body and wander'd 
up and down without it (5). This is the account 
of the Miracles of Arifteas which were ſet up in 
. oppolition to thoſe of our Saviour Chriſt, and 


V Wodlfton's fir diſcourſe on our Saviour's Miracles, p. 60. 
(g) Baudrand. Lexicon Geograph. in voce Proconneſus. 
Vid. Biſhop Leng's Sermons, p. 462, 463. 
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there will be no need of ſpending much time in 
the examination of them. For, 

1ff, Herodotus, upon whole teſtimony this ſtory 
depends, only ſays, that when he was at Procon- 
neſus he Heard ſuch things ſaid of him; ſo that 
the ſtory it ſelf relies wholly upon common fame. 
And is this to be compared to the teſtimony of the 
Apoſtles concerning the Miracles of Jeſus Chriſt; 
which they themſelves ſaw with their own eyes? 

2dly, It is very plain that what is related of this 
perſon is entirely fabulous, becauſe one part of 
his hiſtory conſiſts in this, that he could die at 
any time he pleas'd, and whenever he had a 
mind to it could reſume his ſoul after his deceaſe; 
than which nothing can be more trifting and ri- 
don d= 2 

3dly and laſtly. J appeal to any man of common 
ſenſe and underſtanding, whether the ſtory of 
Ariſteas, as above- mentioned by Celſus, be not 
in it ſelf as abſurd and fantaſtical as can be ima- 
gin'd. And indeed had any thing like this been 
related of Jeſus Chriſt in the Goſpel; had the 
doctrine of His reſurrection been made to con- 
fiſt in this, that after His death His body could. 
not be found dead or alive for ſeven years, and 
then He appeared to His Diſciples in Judea, and 
300 years after in other places, and then vaniſn- 
ed away; had it been ſaid of any of His Apo- 
ſtles and Diſciples that they were turn'd into 
crows, and rode upon arrows over the ſea and 
the like; I ſay, had the Miracles of Chriſt in. 
the Goſpel been of this nature, our modern In- 
fidels needed not to have taken the pains they . 
have done to ridicule and reflect upon them ; for 


Li) Quem, ſcilicet Ariſteam fabulantur defunctum, quoties 
vellet, animam reſumpſiſſe. Baudrand ibid. vid. Stillingfleet's 
Orig. Sac. lib. i. cap. 4. | 
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there would have been nothing more neceſſary 
but to bring them to the light, in order to expoſe 
the folly and abſurdity of them. And ſo much 
for the pretended Miracles of Ariſteas. Ts 
IJ come now to conſider the caſe of the Emperor 
 PF:ſafian, who is likewiſe affirm*d to have work'd 
Miracles, viz. to reſtore a blind man to his ſight, 
and to cure a lame man at Alexandria in Egypt (c). 
Now in anſwer to this, in the firſt place, if we ſhould 
ſuppoſe that Veſpaſian really wrought theſe Mira- 
cles, as it hath been reported of him, yet this wilt 
not bring any prejudice to the reality of our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour's Miracles, nor to the evidence of His 
Divine Authority as ariſing from them ; for by 
the third principle which I laid down in the be- 
ginning of this diſcourſe (p. 13, 14.) it does not 
appear to be eſſential to the nature of a Miracle, 
that it be wrought in teſtimony of a Divine Com- 
miſſion, but it is poſſible there may be other oc. 
caſions of its being done, and God may have 
different ends and deſigns of His Providence to 
be ſerv'd by it: and as I then obſerv'd, when- 
ever God is pleafed to give any man a power 
of working Miracles, who hath not a particular 
commiſſion to eſtabliſh any new doctrines, He 
knows in whoſe hands He truſts this power, 
and He can reſtrain and govern it at His plea- 
ſure. And therefore the working of Mira- 
cles, as an inſtance of an extraordinary interpoſi- 
tion of God's Providence, can in no wiſe de- 
ſtroy the credit and authority of thoſe which 
are perform'd in evidence and teſtimony of a 
Divine Commiſſion. And then, e 
Secondly, If we ſhould ſuppoſe that Veſpaſian 
wrought thoſe Miracles as is pretended, they might 
have been defign'd by God, to give ſome teſti- 


i Tacitus, Hiſt. lib, iv. Suetonius in Veſp. cap. 7. 
| mon? 


no EF} 3 
mony of ſuperior dignity and character to that 
perſon, who in conjunction with Titus his Son 
was appointed by God to be the great inſtru- 
ment of executing his vengeance upon the Jewiſh 
nation, as was before obſerv'd (1). And. 
_ * Thirdly and laſtly, Veſpaſian never pretended to 
any Divine Commiſſion, nor to eſtabliſh any new 
doctrines in virtue of thoſe Miracles; nor did he 
ever make any other uſe of them than to recom- 
mend himſelf by that means to the favour of 
the people; and therefore I cannot ſee if we 
ſhould ſuppoſe them to be real, how they can in 
the leaſt degree prejudice the cauſe of our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour's Miracles, which were wrought in 
teſtimony of His being the true Meſſiah, and a 
Teacher ſent from God. | We 
But in the 2d place, there are very good reaſons 
to conclude, that theſe Miracles were not really 
wrought by Ye/paſian as they are ſaid to be. In 
order to the manifeſting of which it will be ne- 
ceſſary in a few words to open the ſtate of the 
Roman affairs at that time, when theſe Miracles 
were ſaid to be done, „„ 
Now upon the death of Nero the Roman Em- 
peror, who was the laſt of the family of the Cæ- 
ſars (tho' other Emperors did afterwards call 
themſelves by that name) there began that horrid 
and miſchievous cuſtom in the Empire (which 
continued therein for a long time to the great 
danger and confuſion thereof ) viz. the ſetting 
up of Emperors by the Soldiers, and again de- 
throning and murdering them at their pleaſure. 
And thus Nero being dead, Galba the Roman 
commander in Spain was made Emperor by the 
Army, and in about ſeven months after was mur- 


der'd by them: to him ſucceeded O/ho, who in 


(9) Vid. p. 14. 
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a little above three months being entirely de- 
feated by the party of Vitellius his Rival in the 
Empire, in deſpair of any future ſucceſs, and 
that he might by that means ſpare the blood of 
his countrymen, kill'd himſelf; and this eſta- 
bliſh'd Vitellius in the Government, who was ac- 
knowledged Emperor both by the Army and the 
Senate; but he in a very little time by reaſon of his 
abominable luxury and horrid cruelties became 
fo odious and obnoxious to his ſubjects, that ſe- 
veral of his prime commanders in their different 
provinces revolted from him; and as it is uſual 
upon ſuch occaſions to make choice of fome pro- 
per perſon to be the head of the diſſenſion, they 
accordingly ſoon began to caſt their eyes upon Ve 
paſian, the famous commander in the wars againſt 
the Jews, who was accordingly proclaimed Em- 
peror by them, and ſoon after by his own Army 
in Judæa; but it ſeems he could not be pre- 
vail'd upon to accept the honour till he was com- 
pell'd to it (an artifice frequently made uſe of 
by many uſurpers ſince his days) and the Sol- 
diers had with drawn ſwords threaten'd to kill 
him, if he did not take the Empire upon him. . 
And thus Ye/paſian conſenting to be Emperor, 
a Council was immediately calPd, in which it was 
concluded that Titus his ſon ſhould continue the 
war in Judæa, and other commanders being aſ- 
ſign'd to other poſts, that he himſelf ſhould go 
to Alexandria (the place where he is ſaid to have 
work'd the Miracles) for the better direction and 
management of his affairs. And here, if any 
creCit is due to Philoſtratus (n), Veſpaſian met 
with Apollonius Tyaneus that famous Juggler and 
Magician, of whom more ſhall be faid preſently ; 
nay, that he went thither on purpoſe to have 


| , Vid. Tillemont's Life of Apollonius, p. 18, 19. 
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his advice upon the dubious ſtate of his affairs at 
that time. And when he came to that city, there 
were, as the ſame Author aſſerts, two very dif- 
ferent advices and councils given him, the one 
was to reſtore the Commonwealth to its former 
dignity and luſtre, which was the advice of Dion 
and Euphrates, two eminent Philoſophers ;' the. 
other was to aſſume the Empire to himſelf, which 
was the counſel of Apollonius ; which being ſo, it 
is very natural to ſuppoſe that Apollomus might 
propoſe to Veſpaſian the working of ſome ſtrange 
ſigns and wonders, as the moſt likely means of 
gaining the favour of the people, and of being 
Took on by them as a perſon highly belov'd and 
favour'd by the Gods; eſpecially ſince theſe were 
things with which he himſelf was fo well acquaint- 
ed, and fince as Suetonius obſerves in the life of 
Veſpaſian (u), he ſtood in need of ſame authority 
and dignity to recommend him, as being one who 
was but newly and unexpectedly advanced to the 
Empire. All which Es; 5 it at leaft very ſuſpi- 
cious, that political art and contrivance had 
conſiderable ſhare and influence in theſe Mi- 
racles, eſpecially ſince 77 8 5 was ſo far from 
believing that he ſhould be able to perfozy 
thoſe cures, that, as Tacitus relates *, he at felt 
laughed at and deſpiſed the propoſed method of 
curing : afterwards indeed by the two perſons ear- 
neſt entreaties and the flattery of his friends, he 
was induced to hope that he might ſucceed, tho? at 
the ſame time he fear'd leſt he ſhould ſuffer in his 
character as a vain man for making ſuch an ex- 
periment; and therefore would not make it, till 
he was prevail'd upon to do ſo by the importu- 


(1) Auctoritas & quaſi Majeſtas quædam ut ſcilicet inopinato 
& adhuc novo principi deerat. Set. in Veſp. cap. 7 
Veſpaſianus primo irridere, aſpernari: &c. Tac. Hift. lib. 4. 
prope finem. 0 1 1 
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nate deſire of his friends; which ſays a learned 
Annotator upon Suetonins (o) were the Phyſicians, 
| who. might very probably join with Apollonius 

both in his flattery of Veſpaſſan and in his im- 
poſture. Neither is the judgment which theſe Phy- 
ficians gave upon this occaſion leſs remarkable, 
viz. if all obſtructions in the man's eyes could 
be remov'd, he might recover his ſight, and 
if a ſufficient remedy could be found out for re- 
ftoring the ſoundneſs to the 7g affected, the 
lame man might be made whole; which I really 


think is in plain words ſaying little more than this, 


that if it were poſſible for thoſe perſons to be 
cured, they _ be cured. Beſides, thoſe who 
have a power from God to work Miracles need 
not ſurely to conſult Phyſicians concerning the 
poſſibility of thoſe cures, which they mult cer- 
tainly know they have power as well as authority 
to accompliſh. And as Apollonius and others of 
Veſpaſian's flatterers and friends might very ea- 


fily join in the contrivance of thoſe Miracles, the 


better to ſupport the dignity and reputation of 
his new acquired character ; ſo it is very natural 
to think that the Jews of Alexandria (at which 
place there were great numbers of them) would 
ſoon be induced to give credit to the report 
of them, not only becauſe their own hiſto- 
rian Joſephus had complimented Veſpaſian with 
the character of the Meſſias (tho', as a learn- 


ed Prelate obſerves (p), he did not abide by 
| that 


lo) QJuum vix fides eſſet rem ullo modo ſurceſſuram, ideogue ne 
experiri quidem auderet: extremò hortantibus amicis] Maxime 
Medicis, qui diſſerehant non excuſſam eſſe vim luminis illi orbato 
luminibus, & redituram aciem, fi pellerentur obſtantia; alteri 
vero depravatos artus integrari poſſe, fi ſalubris vis adhiberetur. 
Beroald. not. in Suet. ibid. _ i” 

D 4nd for Joſephus, whatever his real ſentiments were at 
the tine of writing his wars of the Fews wherein he made 
ihe avote-mentioned- application to Veſpalian, when he came to 


writs - 
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that opinion) but alſo becauſe the belief and ac: 
| Kknowledgment of thoſe Miracles might to the 
generality of the' people, who are weak and ig- 
norant, - be a plauſible pretence to difown and 


deny the authority and character of Jeſus Chriſt 


the true Meſſias. But that which chiefly con- 
firms me in the diſtruſt and ſuſpicion of theſe 
Miracles, is what Suetonius tells us in the life of 
Veſpaſian, viz. that he had been a great while 
concern'd with prodigies and things portentous 
and that after the death of Nero and Galba, when 
Otho and Vitellius were contending for the Scepter 
(which was a good while before theſe pretended 
Miracles were wrought) he had entertain'd hopes 
of obtaining the Empire, on account of many 
things of that kind which had happen'd ; ſeveral 
of which Suetonius mentions in his life (cap. 5.) 
But that I may not tire the Reader's patience, I 
will take notice only of two or three which are 
very remarkable, and which fully manifeſt the 
ſuperſtition of this perſon, as well as a great 
| _ of art and contrivance in the management of 
wn. 125 


Now one of theſe fortuitous events upon which 


he built great hopes of ſucceſs was this, when he 
was one day at, dinner, a ſtrange dog brought 


out of the highway the hand of a man, and caſt 


it under the table. At another time being at ſup- 
per, an ox having broke the plough-yoke ruſh'd 
into the room, and the ſervants being fled away, 
did, as if he was ſuddenly wearied and tired, 
fall down at his feet, and ſubmitted his neck to 
him. And to mention no more, that a cypreſs-tree 
being without the force of any ſtorm torn up by 


. rorite his antiquities under Domitian, he ſeems firmly attach 
to the firſt belief of his nation, and declared it as openly as 
be dared in his circumſtances. Biſhop Chandker's Vindication, ' 
P. 3 57. 


ö the 


— _— Wy 4 
- 2 2 
— 


. 


n - Ce Tl 
7 * * 4 + : 
» > ol 


” - 


2 N 


— 
I 


We; 


N | 
7 f 
971 
S * 
12 
. 
v4 
"= 
Ul 
f 
* 
TLEM 
3 — 
3 
3 
4 | 
q N 
11. 
1 
40 
v 
4 
7 £ 
. 
N * 
i. 
+. 
ly 
138 
. 
Mil 
*Y 
© 
97 
: 
WM 
FR. 
Ls 
. 
*. 
£5 
1 
18 
"ix 1-8 
of) 
—- 
. 
þ 
N 
1 
in 
: 
73 
* 
* 
4 
* 


1 
t 
44 50 
* 
* 
Ly 
1 
0 | 
"Wo 
1 
. 
= 
1 
i 1 
* 
| 
F 
14 
if 
| 
4 
* 
7 


k 
; 


— _ 


* * * 8 8 7 * Wy ks \ * l PSY J - 5 YEu I —_ 1 * 2 
6 * 


the roots, did the next day raiſe it ſelf up again 


with greater ſtrength and verdure. Nay ſo far 
was this perſon favoured with theſe ominous diſ- 
coveries, that when he confulted the oracle at 
mount Carmel, it ſeems the ſentence was, that 
whatſoever he ſhould think of, or purpoſe in his 
mind, ſhould certainly come to paſs. Now whe- 
ther Veſpaſian was enthuſiaſtical in this particular, 
or whether there was any craft uſed with the at- 
tendants on this Oracle (as it is probable there 
was with many others, and it is undeniable there 


frequently was with the books of the Sybils at 


Rome, which the Romans eſteemed to be the moſt 


ſacred of their Oracles, and which Cicero himſelf 


deſired might be uſed in order to obtain an an- 
ſwer againſt making C2/ar King (4); I ſay how- 
ever this be) it ſhews thus much that Yeſpa/ian 
Was of a proper genius and diſpoſition for fuch 
a man as Apallonius to work upon, and that he 
would readily come into any ſcheme and contri- 
vance either in point of prodigy or miracle, which 


might tend to advance his fortune, and add new 


luſtre and reputation to his character and dignity. 


And thus much may be ſufficient to be ſpoken 


concerning the pretended Miracles of Veſpaßan. 
I proceed now to conſider the third perſon, 
whoſe Miracles were by the Philoſophers of 
old ſet up in oppoſition to thoſe of our Saviour 
Chriſt, viz, Apollonius the Magician, who was 
born at Tyana a city in Cappadocia, and there- 
fore called Apollonius Tyasæus. He flouriſh'd 
in the reign of the Emperor Domitian, which was 
in the latter end of the firſt century. It will 
not take up much time to ſhew the weakneſs of 
the arguments drawn from the pretended Mi- 
racles of this perfon, For firſt, if we ſhould ſup- 
Vid. Prideaux*s „ 89, Vol. iv. 9. 893. 
Ec, — Chriſtum 13. R 
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Poſe chat the) were really acted a5 they ate ſaid - 
to be, yet this cannot bring the leaſt prejudice 


to che Miracles of our Bleſſed Saviour, fince 
by wh was laid down in the beginning of this 
diſcourſe, (5. 10.) it plainly appears that they 
were not wrought by the power and aſſiſtance 
of God ; becauſe they were deſigned to pro- 
mote idolatry and the worſhip of falſe Gods, to 
which Apollonius was ſtrongly addicted, and for 
the ſupport of which theſe Miracles of his were 
recorded; which makes a wide difference between 
them and the Miracles of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
which were wrought by a Divine Power, as is 
very evident. not only from the Miracles them 
ſelves (many of which did certainly require a Di- 
vine Power to effect (r) them) but alſo from the 
excellency and goodneſs of that doctrine, for the 
ſupport of which they were perform'd. But 

2dly. There is no good evidence that theſe Mi- 
racles of Apollonius were really wrought as they 
are ſaid to be. For firſt, the hiſtory of Apollonius 
is nothing more than a romance or fable. This 
Euſebius hath fully ſhewn in his treatiſe againſt Hie- 
rocles, And the learned Dr Prideaux obſerves the 
ſame in his connexion (5), and gives a very good 
argument for the proof of it. And this is further 
evident from the hiſtory of that magician it ſelf, 
as it is given by Philoſtratus, which, as the great 
Photius obſerved many ages ſince; abounds with 
ridiculous ſtories and monſtrous tales (i). 

It would take up too” much of the Reader's 
time to enlarge upon this matter, and therefore T 
fall mention only one inſtance which may juſtly 


r Vid. p. 8. .) Vol. ji. 80 p. 113. fub ann. 

ante Chriſtum 293. (t) The Engliſh Reader may fully per- 
' geive this in Monſ. Tillemont"'s /ife of Apollonius, hich is 
chiefly taken from Philoſtratus, and tranflated into Engliſh 3) 
R. Jenkin, evith ujeful obſervations. 


M 2 ſerve 


Domitian had by a Decree baniſhed all the Philo- 


| ſophers and Aſtrologers out of Rome and ltaly, 


| ſhortly after Apollontus was ſent for to Rime b 
this Emperor, on pretence of his ſacrificing a 


child, and foretelling Nerva to be Emperor; 


and being brought before Domitian, Philoſtratus 
tells us that after ſome diſcourſe with him he va- 


niſhed out of his ſight, and was found the ſame 


evening at Puteoli, which was three days journey 


from Rome (u). To which I will only add a re- 


markable inſtance, among others, of his art of 
Divination, taken notice of by the learned Dr Hen- 
ry More, (w) which was this: A Halo being ob- 
ſerv'd about the ſun in Greece, which meteor be- 
ing round like a crown, but much obſcuring the 
light of the ſun, Apollonius's prediction was that 
one Stephanus (which ſignifies a crown) ſhould 
kill the Emperor Domitian. And accordingly it 
is ſaid that at the ſame minute in which Domitian 
was ſlain, Apollonius being at Epheſus ſuddenly 
cry'd out before great numbers, Courage, brave 
Stephanus! trie the tyrant bome. And that im- 
mediately after he ſaid, All is well, ibs en i 
dead, be is juſt now ſlain (x). 
Nov if you ſuppoſe theſe accounts to be true, 
they will clearly demonſtrate that he was a Ma- 
gician 0 50. 00 if they are falſe, then the con- 
en 


(8) Vid. Tillemont's /; ife of Apollonius, * 2% 9 27. E. 


cChardꝰ Eccl. Hiſt. ſub ann. Dom. 94. 


( Grand myſtery of godlineſs, lib. iv. RY x. F. 4. See the 


place. (x) Vid. Echard's Eccl. Hip. ſub. A. D. 96. Til- 
lemont*'s Life of Apollonius, p. 28. 

EKEuſebius undertakes to evince from Philoſtratus, 5 own 
Hiſtory (tho containing many falſhoods in it) sd 8y enen! &c. 
that Apollonius was jo far from deſerving to be compared with 
or Saviour Chriſt, that he was not fit to be ranked among the 
moderately and indifferently boneſt men. Wherefore as to his = 
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romance and fable. And yet if we ſhould ſup- 


poſe that this was deſigned for a real hiſtory; ic 


will appear to be bur of very ſmall authority; 
fince it relies chiefly upon the ſingle teſtimony 
of Damis the friend of Apolionius, Who appears 


throughout the whole hiſtory and is acknow- 
ledged by Philoſtratus himſelf to be a very weak 


and ignorant perſon, and was therefore eaſily 
liable to be impoſed upon by the artifice and 
cunning of ſuch a juggler as Apollonius was. And 
beſides, as the memoirs of Damis-are long finee 


puted Miracles, if credit: be to be given to thoſe relations, and 
ſuch things were really done by him, it muſt alſo for this reaſon 
alſo be concluded, that they were done no otherwiſe than by Ma- 
gick and Necromancy; and that this Apollonius was but an Ar- 
ehimago or Grand Magician. Neither ought this to he ſuſpected 
for a mere flander caſt upon him by partially-affeted Chriſtians 
only, fince during his life-time he was Fee reputed even 
among the Pagans themſelves for no ather than a ygns, or in- 
famous inchanter, and accuſed of that very crime before Doml- 
tian the Emperor, as he was alſo repreſented ſuch by one of the 
Pagan Writers of his Life, Meeragenes, ſenior to Philoſtratus, 
as we learn from Origen, * wet waſeiag px) Ke. as concern 
< ing the infamous aud liabolical Magick; Be that would know 
ꝛobetber or. no a Philoſopher be temptable by it, or illaqueable 
into it, let hin read the writings of Mceragenes concerning 
the memorable things of Apollonius Tyanæus the Magician 
and Philoſopher, in which he that was no Chriſtian but a Pa- 
gan Philoſopher himſelf affirmeth ſome not ignoble Philoſopbers 


«a «a a @& 


© to have been taken with Apollonius's Magick, including as T 


« ſuppoſe in that number Euphrates, and a certain Epicurean.” 
And no doubt but this was the reaſon why Philoſtratus derogates ſo 
much from the authority of this Mceragenes, affirming him to be 
ignorant of many things concerning Apollonius (s 5» Moreau 
Degree &c.) becauſe Mezragenes ad thus repreſented Apol- 
lonius in his true colours as a Magician; whereas Philoſtratus's 
whole buſineſs and deſign was on the contrary to vindicate him 
From that imputation; the truth whereof notwithſtanding may 
be ſufficiently evinced, even from thoſe very things that are re- 
corded by Philoſtratus himfelff. Cud worth Intelli. Syſtem, 


E · 267, 268. 
| loſt, 
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loſt, we cannot in many caſes tell what Philoſbras 
tus, who wrote at the diſtance of above 100 years 
from Apollonins, delivers to us upon the authori+ 
ty of Demis, nor conſequently what additions he 
hath made himſelf to his teſtimony of thoſe Mi- 
racles ; which is a confideration that renders his 


2 of very doubcful and ſuſpected 6 cre» 


| ins Tor to fay no more upon this head, if we take 
account of one of the chief and incipal of Apol- 
Tonius's Miracles, as it is recorded by Philoſtratus, 
viz. his raifing a young woman to life again 
who was carried out for dead, it will not appear 
to be built upon ſufficient proof and evidence. 
For whether there was any fpark of life in her 
which her Phyſicians did not ive, or whe« 
ther ſhe were really dead, is, ays Pbiloſtratus, a 
matter of doubt not only to me, but was ſuch 
to thoſe who were preſent, when Apoilonius 
ſeemed to bring her to life again (a). A in- 
fend. as Moni. Tilemant well remarks (Y, had 


0 The life of Apalionius . „ written by Dina, whe 
ya originally of Ninor C or Nineveh) the neff intimate with | 
bun of all his diſciples. And this life which was truly nothing 
ehe bat memoirs very inidifferently written, falling into the 
bands of Julia the Empreſs, the wife of Severus, fbe gave them 
xo Philoſtratus, who from theſe and from what be could colle# 
ef of the works of Apollonius bimje/f, and from fome other 
oemoirs, rompojed that biftory zohich we now have. Hr jpeaks 
one Maximus Ægienſis 2vho bad written a book concerning = 
'Apollonius, and & Mcexagenes, who bud written four books 3 
Gut be 1004/4 not concern himſelf with the Ia, whoſe narrative 
was not perhaps very furvurable to bis Hero. Tillemont's Life 
* Apollonius, p. 3, 4. 
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this Miracle been true, it muſt have been much 
more famous as Eu/ebivs obſerves : and therefore 
ſuppoſing the account which Philoſtratus hath 
given of Apolloniuss Miracles to be a true hiſto- 
ry (which as I before obſerv'd it is not) yet ſuch 
a doubtful and ſuſpected Miracle ought never to 
be brought in competition with thoſe Miracles of 
our Bleſſed Saviour in raiſing the dead to life 
again, that are recorded in the Goſpel ; which 
were every one of them, and particularly that of 
| Failing up Lazarus, ſo plain and unconteſtable, 
that the Jews themſelves, as I mention'd before, 
did not preſume to deny or queſtion: the truth of 
them. And thus much concerning the pretended 

Miracles of Apollonius Tyanauss  . © * 

I proceed now to conſider the fourth and 
laſt perſon which Mr Woolſton ' hath added to 
the other three, of whom I have already treated, 
and whoſe Miracles are by him ſet in oppoſition 
to thoſe of our Saviour Chriſt ; and that is the 
famous Mr Valentine Greatrak. This perſon was a 
Juſtice of the Peace in the Kingdom of Ireland, 
and came into England A. D. 1665, and was faid to 
cure many diſeaſes only by ſtroaking the patients 
with his hand. Now in conſidering the caſe of 
this perſon I ſhall make the following obſerva- 
tions. n 

1/. There is greater reaſon to believe the rea» 
lity of thoſe facts, which are aſcrib'd to him, than 
of thoſe of any of the three perſons before-men- 
tioned, becauſe: many of them were done pub- 
lickly, and before great numbers of people; and 
many learned Virtunſi, particularly Mr Boyle and 
Dr Henry More, did endeavour to account for them 
by natural and mechanical principles (c), which 
however plauſibly it might be attempted, yet 


e. Echard's &i/tory of England, Vol. iii. p. 153. ; 
SAN | | | ſeemingly 


ſeemingly chere ceuld be no ground at all for 
the doing of it, if the facts had not been thought 
to be real. But however 
Adly. Suppoſing the facts were all real that were 
reported of him, yet as appears by the third prin- 
ciple laid down in the beginning of this diſcourſe 
(p. 13. 14.) this will not in the leaſt affect the 
cauſe of our Bleſſed Saviour's Miracles, ſince 
this perſon did not pretend to work cures by any 
Divine Authority or Commiſſion, or to eftabliſh 
any new doctrines, and much lefs any that were 
contrary to thoſe of the Goſpel, in virtue of 
them; and therefore if they were really wrought, 
as they are ſaid to be, they were (as a great Wri- 
ter (4) well expreſſes it) merely Providential, and 
nothing more than particular and uncommon in- 
ſtances of God's Grace and Goodneſs ; and as 
ſuch they cannot in any wiſe derogate from the 
power and authority of Chriſt's Miracles, which 
were wrought in immediate and direct evidence 
and teſtimony of a Divine Commiſſion. But, 
Za and laſtiy. There are ſeveral things and 
circumſtances to be taken notice of in the facts 
themſelves which are aſcrib'd to this perſon, 
which take off in a very great meaſure from the 
miraculous nature of them. As, £7? 
1 ft. In thoſe perſons whom he is ſaid to cure 
he uſually chafed much, and rubh'd with ſome 
violence the parts affected; which was the 
reaſon why Mr Boyle and Dr More and o- 
thers aſcrib'd thoſe cures to mechanical ope- 
ration. And indeed tho” it may be very diffi- 
cult in that way to account for thoſe: cures, 
yet on the other fide it is very certain, that 
he who in the cure of diſtempers acts by Di- 
vine Help and Aſſiſtance has no need of uſing 


(4) Vid. Smalbroke's Findicat. part i. p. 28. | 
any 
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e ee 
an external force and violence for the removal 
of them. 


- 


2dly. MreGreatrak himſelf did not pretend to 


cure all ſorts of diſeaſes: this appears from his 
own letter to Dr Hall Biſhop of Cheſter, publiſhed 
by David Lloyd who examin'd his pretenfions, the 
original of which is now preſerv'd in the Bodleian 
library (e). In that letter he only pretends to 
cure ſome few diſtempers, but how he cured 
them, and why them only, he could give no ac- 
count: and Dr Stubbs the Phylician, who wrote 
in his behalf, did not pretend that he could re- 
ſtore any decays of nature. | 

3dly. He was frequently unſucceſsful in curing 
diſeaſes ,by ſtroking the patients, of which D. 


Lloyd gives Particular inſtances in a Lady of qua- 


lity, and another perſon in London, who was ſo 
far from being relieved by him, that he endured 
great miſery by his operations. 
__ 4thly. He frequently uſed plaiſters and proper 
medicines for the cure of diſtempers, and often- 
times without ſucceſs; and in the cure of the king's- 
evil and ſome other diſeaſes, to which he pre- 
tended a Divine impulſe, he ſometimes fail'd, 
and then had recourſe to the aſſiſtance of chirur- 
gery and phyſick, as the ſame Author aſſures us; 
which was probably the reaſon why ſome perſons 
aſcrib'd his cures to the credulity and imagina- 
tion of the people, and to that ſtrong conceit 
and opinion which they had of his power of 
healing, which ſeem'd to be confirm'd by his 
privately withdrawing himſelf from the King- 
dom, and not being any more heard of (f). This 
is the ſubſtance of that account which we have 
of the Miracles aſcrib'd to Mr Greatrak ; and if 


le) Vid. Smalbroke's Vindication, from p. 25. to p. 27. 
V Vid. Echard's Hiſt. ibid. = | 
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de ſhould (which there is ſome reaſon to que- 
ſtion) ſuppoſe ſome of them to be real, as pe- 
culiar and uncommon inſtances of God's Provi- 
dence, yet as his 1 was plainly limited to 
ſome particular diſeaſes, as he uſed external force 
and natural means, and was oftentimes unſucceſſ- 
Ful in the cure of them, he is ſurely never to be 
Tet up in competition with our Bleſſed Saviour 
"Chriſt, to whom all the powers of nature were 
plainly ſubject, who never once fail'd of ſucceſs 
in any thing that He attempted, and who by 
the bare word of His mouth did heal all manner 
of diſeaſes, and even reſtore the dead to life a- 
gain. And thus I hope I have fully vindicated 
the truth and authority of our Bleſſed Saviour's 
Miracles from the ſeveral objections which have 
been urged againſt them. DE 
J proceed now in the ſecond place, to make 
two or three uſeful obſervations from the fore- 
going diſcourſe, in which I ſhall confirm the 
truth and certainty of the Goſpel hiſtory, in 
which the Miracles of our Saviour are recorded. 
1ſt. We have ſeen in the foregoing diſ- 
courſe what the nature of a Miracle is, and what 
proof and evidence the working of Miracles 
gives us of the authority of any Prophet; it 
hath alſo been fully ſhewn, that if the Goſpel be 
& true hiſtory, the Miracles of Chriſt were facts 
really perform'd, and were likewiſe much grea- 
ter and more aſtoniſhing than any perſons had 
ever done before him : there is now nothing 
more that is neceſſary to confirm us in a ſtedfaſt 
belief of thoſe Miracles, and conſequently in the 
acknowledgment of our Saviour's Divine Autho- 
rity, but only to prove that the Goſpel, in which 
thoſe Miracles are contain'd, is a true hiſtory 3 
and this I ſhall endeavour to do by a few Pow. 
1 | an 
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and clear arguments: but before I enter upon 
them, I think it very proper and neceſſary to 
make this one remark, viz. that in our judgment 
of Divine Things we ought to be guided and 
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perſuaded by the ſame degrees of evidence with 
which we reſt ſatisfied in other matters, 8 

Now if we enquire into the evidence which 
we have of the matters contain'd in antient hiſto- 
ry, we ſhall find that there are very few hiſto- 
ries of note come down to us, which were writ- 
ten by perſons who lived in the times when thoſe 
things were done, which are deliver'd therein; 
but they are moſtly taken from hiſtories that. 
were extant in the times when thoſe Authors 
liv'd, but are long ſince loſt ; and ſometimes 
they are taken from ſuch hiſtories as were them 
ſelves taken from others, and ſo the matters therein 
treated ef are tranſmitted to us at the ſecond or 
third hand ; and yet there are no perſons among 
us who ſuſpect the credit and diſown the autho- 
rity of thoſe antienc hiſtories. 

Thus for inſtance, there is no one who enter- 
tains any doubt concerning the perſon of Alex- 
ander the Great, and the main of his actions; 
and yet, as a learned Author well obſerves (g), 
the chief and principal parts of his hiſtory are 
not written by any perſon who lived near upon 
the times when thoſe things were done. Tis true 
indeed the life and actions of this great Prince 
were wrote by Ptolemy the firſt King of Egypt of 
that name, and by Ariſtobulus, who were two of 
his chief and principal commanders ; but thoſe 
hiſtories are long ſince loſt : and Arrian who , 
read both of them, and compiled his hiſtory 
from them, does yet declare that in many things 
they differ'd from each other; and therefore 
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1 
in writing his hiſtory from them, he was oblig'd 
to follow that judgment and opinion which ſeem'd 
to him moſt rational and probable. And the 
like may be ſaid of many other Hiſtorians of 
great note, both Greek and Roman: and yet there 
is no one who doubts of the truth of the chief and 
principal affairs contain'd in thoſe hiſtories. And 
therefore it will be an argument of great partiality, 
or ſomething worſe in us, if we do not paſs the 
ſame judgment on the Writers of the four Go- 
ſpels, and ſince their Hiſtories have been with 
th greateſt veneration receiv'd in the world for 
ſo many ages, if we do not give the ſame credit 
and authority to them that we do to other antient 
hiſtories. But becauſe the ſalvation of mankind 
is a matter of much greater conſequence- than 
any of the affairs of this world can poſſibly be, 
and there ſhould be no reaſonable apology and 
excuſe pretended in favour of infidelity, it has 
pleas'd God to give us much greater evidence 
of the truth of the Goſpel, than can poſſibly 
be alledg'd in behalf of any antient hiſtory what- 
ever, as will eaſily be acknowledged if we at- 
tend to theſe following confiderations. 

1ſt. The Hiſtory of the four Goſpels was writ- 
ten by thoſe perſons whoſe names they bear; 
this 1s evident not only from the teſtimony of all 
the antient Writers of the Church, who aſcrib'd 
them to thoſe perſons, but alſo from hence that 
the moſt early Hereticks, who forg'd other Go- 
ſpels in the name of ſome Evangeliſt or Apoſtle 
in order to ſupport and countenance their perni- 
cious errors, did yet always acknowledge that 
the four Goſpe!s which we now receive were writ- 
ten by St Maithew, Mark, Luke, and (H) John : 
and therefore it muſt be own'd to be a very con- 


{) Vid. Gurdon's Sermons at Boyle's Lectures, p. 469, &c- 
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| Goſpels, that they were written by thoſe perſons 


to whom they are aſcrib'd, which will appear 
more plainly from what ſhall be ſaid hereatter. 
2dly. The four Goſpels were written by ſuch 
| Perſons as ware eye-witneſſes of the facts that are 
mentioned in thèm; and this is an advantage 
which few antient hiſtories in the world can pre- 
tend to, as was before obſerv'd. Thus ſays St 
John (and it holds as true of his and the other 
Goſpels, as it does of his Epiſtle where he men- 
tions it) that which was from the beginning which 
we bave heard, which we have ſeen with our eyes, 
which we have look'd upon, and our hands have 
handled of the word of life, that which we have ſeen 
and heard declare wwe unto you, 1 Epiſt. i. 1, 3. And 
then the matters of fact contain'd in the Goſpels, 
ſuch as the Actions and Miracles of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, to which the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles 
gave their atteſtation, were things in which they 
could not poſſibly be deceiv'd, as Spiuoza vainly 


ſuggeſts, and makes that a refuge for his infide- 


lity, viz. that tho* the Apoſtles were themſelves 
of unqueſtionable probity and ſincerity, yet they 
were deceiv'd and impos'd upon in many of 
thoſe things which they have deliver'd to us as 
true (i). But I ſay this could not poſſibly be, 
becauſe the matters of fact which we are now 
ſpeaking of were the objects of their ſenſes, and 
ſuch things as they could not avoid having full 
ſatisfaction concerning the truth of them: and if 
any Infidel among us is ſo obſtinate as to ſay that 
the ſenſes of mankind are not to be depended 
upon in judging of thoſe things which are the 
proper objects of them, and with the Scepticks 
of old ſhall aflert that there is no ſuch thing as 


(7) Vid. Gurdon's Sermons, p. 336, 337. 
| truth 


truth and certainty in nature, for my part I am 
reſolv'd not to contend with him, ſince he is one 


of thoſe unreaſonable perſons who are never to 


be diſputed with, becauſe they deny the firſt 
principles of ſcience. Tho' we may particularly 
obſerve of this ſort of men, that it is only in 
Religion they are thus ſceptical, and that they 
never admit theſe ſpeculations in mattgrs of ol 
life; but notwithſtanding all their pretended- 
doubts of the truth and certainty of things, are 
peremptory and reſolute enough in ſuch caſes 
wherein their temporal intereſt is concern'd (H. 
If then we may ſafely rely upon the evidence of 
our ſenſes in ſuch things as are the proper ob- 
jects of them, I would fain know what greater 
evidence we can have of any ſenſible truths than 
the Apoſtles had concerning the Actions and Mi- 


(kB) There are ſome ſpeculations which men never live by, hozy, 

ve hemently ſoever they contend for them. A Sceptick who p 
tends there is nothing certain, and will diſpute with you as long. 
as you pleaſe about it, yet will not venture his own arguments ſo 
far as to leap into fire and water, nor to ſtand before the mouth 
of a loaded cannon, when you. give fire to it. Sherlock on death, 

$59, p. 162, 163. ; 

the affeftions and intereſt of men were as deeply concern d, 
and as ſenſibly touch'd in the truth of matbematical propoſitions, 
as they are in the principles of Morality and Religion, we ſhould 
Aud that when a propoſition flood in their way, and lay croſs. to 
their intereſt, tho" it were never ſo clearly demonſtrated, yet 
they would raiſe a duſt about it and make a thouſand cavils, and 
Fence even againſ} the evidence of a demonſtration; they would 
Pualliate their error with all the still and art they could; and 
#ho" the abſurdity of it was never ſo great and palpable, yet 
they would hold it faſt againſt all ſenſe and reaſon, and face 
down mankind in the obſtinate defence of it; for we have no 
reaſon to doubt, but that they who in matters of Religion will 
believe directly contrary to what they ſee, would if they had 
the ſame intereſt and paſſions to ſway them in the caſe, believe 
eontrary to the cleareſt mathematical demonſtration : for where 
 Tthereis an abſolute refolution not to be convinc'd, all the reaſon 
ana evidence in the world ſignifies nothing. Tillotſon, Vol. ii. 


P. 239. See the placg. 
5 racles 


Eh ̃˙ “vd 
racles of our Bleſſed Saviour, which they ſaw 
done before their eyes, and that not only once 
and by chance, but frequently and in innumera- 
'ble inſtances, and that for the ſpace of three or 
four years together. It is very evident then that 
the Apoſtles could not poſſibly be deceiv'd them- 
ſelves in thoſe matters; neither could they poſſi- 
bly deceive us in the accounts which they have 


given us of theſe things, as we ſhall ſee preſent- 


ly. And Spinoza himſelf acknowledges the fame 
as was juſt now obſerv'd, and concerning the evi- 
dence of Chriſt's ReſurreCtion hath made one re- 
mark that is very. peculiar and extraordinary, and 


that is, That the circumſtances of our Sa- 


« viour's appearance to his Diſciples after his 
& Reſurrection were ſo ſtrong, that he does not 


«© only ſay that they believ'd what they reported 


« of his appearing to them, but that even Infi- 
* dels would have thought they had ſeen Him, 
« if they had been preſent in thoſe places in 
« which He appear'd to his Diſciples.” (1) This 
then is another great recommendation of the 
Goſpel hiſtory, that it does not come down to 
us at the ſecond or third hand, as many hiſtories 
that are-yet very valuable and exceilent have 
done, but it was written by thoſe perſons who 
were eye - witneſſes of thoſe things which they 
deliver'd to us. : 

 3dly. The Apoſtles and Evangeliſts have given 
us a ſtronger proof of their faithfulnefs and ſin- 
cerity, than can be allegd'd in behalf of any o- 
ther Hiſtorians whatever ; for not to mention the 
plain doctrines of that Religion they preach'd, 
which abſolutely forbad all deceit and falſhood 
upon pain of damnation, and the inimitable ex- 
cellency and goodneſs of their lives, which were 


* 


(!) Vid. Gurdon's Sermons, p. 3 56, 357. 
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ſufficient to remove the leaſt ſuſpicion of deceit 


and fraud; I ſay not to mention this, the pro- 


- pagating of the truths contain'd in the Goſpel was 


abſolutely inconſiſtent with all their intereſt and 


happineſs in this world. For as on the one hand 
they might have made their own terms with the 
Jews and Gentiles, if they would have own'd 
themſelves to be in an error, and declared Chri- 
ſtianity to be a cheat (); ſo on the other fide 
they knew the rage and inveteracy both of Jews 
and Gentiles to be ſo great againſt them, that 
the maintaining and defending the truth ef their 
Religion would unavoidably be attended with the 
ſevereſt perſecutions and moſt cruel deaths. 


This was what they expected, according 


as their great Maſter foretold it ſhould hap- 
pen unto them, Mark xiii. 9. Luke xxi. 12; 
John xvi. 2. yet ſo fix'd and reſolute were they 
in this profeſſion, that the - utmoſt terrors and 
bittereſt perſecutions, which their enemies could 
threaten or execute upon them, could not pre- 
| vail with any one of them to depart from it; 
but they immoveably perſiſted in the defence 
and maintenance of the Chriſtian Faith to the 
laſt drop of their blood. 

And now we may ask our modern Infidels whe- 
ther any of their moſt admired and celebrated 
Hiſtortans could ever pretend to ſuch a proof of 
their honeſty and ſincerity, as the Writers of the 
Goſpel have given us, or whether any perſons 
who have fram'd an impoſture did not always act 
in a quite different manner, and lay the founda- 
tion of their impoſture in the hopes and expecta- 
tion of worldly intereſt and proſperity. So that 
here is another powerful argument to recommend 
the faith of the Goſpel Hiſtory, viz, that it was 


(n) Vid. Gurdon'; Sermons, | p. 457. Z 
| written 
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written by ſuch perſons as were not only eye- 


witneſſes of thoſe things which they have deli ver'd 
to us, but were alſo men of unqueſtionable pro- 


bity and ſincerity. There is only one thing which 
I know of that our adverfaries can poſſibly ob- 


Jett to this, and that is, that tho* the Apoſtles 


and Evangeliſts might not poſſibly be induced 


to concur in ſuch a fraud by the hopes of any 


worldly happineſs and proſperity, yet they might 
perhaps be tempted thereto by ambition, by the 


| honour and glory which would redound to the n on 


being the authors and founders of a new Religion. 
Ik̃zh)is is an argument which they eſteem to be of 

ſome force; becauſe they think there have been 
inſtances of perſons even in the Heathen world, 
who have undergone great hardſhips and ſub- 
mitted to death it ſelf upon the principle of 
fame, that they might be admir'd and cele- 
brated by poſterity. But ſuppoſing there might 
be ſome inſtances given of this kind, yet this 
could not poſſibly be the caſe of the Holy A- 
poſtles: for there is nothing in the character 
and behaviour of the Holy Apoſtles, which 


can give us the leaſt grounds to think that they 


were influenc'd by ambition; but on the con- 
trary, the great humility of their deportment 
and their manifeſt contempt of the world are ſuf- 
ficient to remove any ſuch ſuſpicion. But how- 
ever, ſuppoſing that their ambition of being 
che Authors of a new Religion might lie con- 
ceal'd under the ſpecious ſhew of humility and 
contempt of the world; yet in the 


4th place, That which will effectually demon- 


ſtrate the ſincerity of the Apoſtles and Evange- 
liſts, and confirm the truth of the Goſpel Hiſto- 
ry beyond all contradiction, is the conſideration 


of the time when it was firſt publiſhed to the 


world. Now had the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts 


been impoſtors and deceivers, and the matters 
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of fact contain'd in the Goſpel Hiſtory been the 
effect of their contrivance and invention, they 
would certainly, if you ſuppoſe. them to be ea- 
dued but with common ſenſe and underſtanding, 
have publiſh'd them in an age which was diſtant 

from that wherein thoſe facts were pretended to 
be done, and when there were no perſons remain- 
ing alive who could fully detect the error and 
falſhood of them; for this the very nature and 
deſign of an impoſture plainly ſuppotes : but fo 
far was it from this, that they publiſh'd their 
account of theſe things within a very few years 
after they were done, and which is more, in the 
ſame country and among the ſame people where 
they were ſaid to be wrought, and when there 
were many thouſand perſons living who could 
ſufficiently atteſt the truth or falſhood of them. 
Thus according to the beſt accounts, St Matthew 
publiſh*d his Goſpel A. D. 41. which was about 
eight years after our Saviour's Crucifixion. St 
Mark's Goſpel was publiſhed about two years af- 
ter, A. D. 43. St Luke's Goſpel A. D. 61. and 
Jaſt of all St John's Goſpel, about A. D. 97 (n). 
Now tho? at the time of writing this laſt Goſpel 
(which was deſign'd as a ſupplement to the other 
three) it may reaſonably be ſuppos'd, that the 
greateſt part of thoſe perſons were deceas'd who 
were alive when our Bleſſed Saviour was upon the 
earth and ſaw his Miracles, yet this cannot with 
any reaſon be affirm'd of the other three Goſpels, 
eſpecially of the two firſt, which were publiſh'd 
within ten years after our Saviour's Crucifixion, 
when with good reaſon we may conclude that 
the greateſt number of thoſe who were eye- 
witneſſes of our Saviour's Miracles were ſtill. 
living. And that which ought to ſatisfy the 
moſt -obſtinate Infidel, that the Apoſtles have 

( Vid. M. Echard's Eccleſiaſtical Hiftory, 8vo. p. 262, 
265, 331, 420. 3 19; 


given 
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given us a true and exact account of the time 
in which the Goſpel- affairs were tranſacted, is 
this, that it perfectly agrees with that account 
which Tacitus, one of the beſt and moſt va- 
Juable of all the Heathen Hiſtorians, hath gi- 
ven of this matter ; for ſpeaking of the begin- 
ning of Chriſtianity, he tells us that the Author 
of this fect was Jeſus Chriſt, who in the reign of 
Tiberius Cæſar was put to death by Ponlius Pilate - 
Governor of Judæa (o). 

Nov this being fo, let the Apoſtles and Evan- 
geliſts be ſuppos'd to be never ſo much influenc'd 
by ambition, yet if they are allowed to be men 
of common ſenſe and underſtanding, they muſt 
have ſeen that it would be impoſſible to gain any 
number of men to the profeſſion of Chriſtianicy, 
the truth and evidence of which was by them- 
ſelves built upon miraculous facts ſaid to be done 
among them, if thoſe facts had not been really 
wrought as they were pretended ; ſince in that 
caſe every perſon of the meaneſt apprehenſion, 
who liv'd at that time in that country, might 
eaſily have replied, that he was very well aſſur'd 
that religion muſt be falſe ; becauſe he knew 
very well that no ſuch facts were done in that 
time and place, as they were ſaid to be. 1 
And indeed thoſe who endeavour to advance 
and propagate a new ſect in religion by fraud 
and impoſture never dare to build the evidence 
of their cauſe upon publict facts, of which eve- 
ry one may plainly judge ; but they always uſe 
a quite different method to deceive mankind, 
and that is, either by fallacious reafonings, or 
which is more common, by a pretence to Inſpi- 
ration; and by theſe means they firſt draw over 
ſome weak and ignorant perſons of the multitude 
to their party, and ſo as the generations of man- 
kind encreaſe, their own party encreaſes with 

(o) Tacit. Annal. Lib. xv. 
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them, till at length they become a growing and 


flouriſhing ſect in Religion. Whereas the method 


which the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts took was 
quite different; they did not endeavour to con- 
vert the Jews to the belief of Chriſtianity by 
the force of their own reaſoning, but upon the 

ſtrength and evidence of ſeveral plain and unde- 
niable facts which were publickly wrought among 
them; and ſince they uſed that method for their 
converſion, every one muſt eaſily ſee that it was 
impoſſible they ſhould ever have prevail'd in it, 
if thoſe miraculous facts to which they appeal'd 
had not been evident and indiſputable. 
And when upon the ſtrength and virtue of 
_ Chriſt's Miracles, and particularly that of His 
Reſurrection from the a they afterwards at- 
tempted the converſion of the Gentiles, and the 
more effectually to gain their aſſent to the do- 
ctrines of Chriſtianity declar'd them ſelves to 
be Divinely Inſpired, they worked ſeveral plain 
and inconteſtable Miracles among them; which 
was a manifeſt proof of the veracity of their. 
report concerning Chriſt's Miracles and of their 

own Inſpiration. „ 
And beſides this there were two other conſide- 
rations, viz, the extreme adherence and partia- 
lity which both Jews and Gentiles had for their 
own Religion (p), and the great advance and pegs 
greſs 


(8) The account which is given of the Fews by ſuch Writers 
as-liv'd near the time when the Goſpel was firſt preached, ſuffi- 
 ciently ſhews their fondneſs for the ceremohiies of their religion. 
Juvenal ze/l/s us, that they would not ſhew the maſt common atis 
of civility, ſuch as the putting a man right when he was out of 

's zoay, or directing bim to a place where he might find wa- 
fer, to any but ſuth as were of the ſame religion. 
Non monſtrare vias eadem niſi ſacra colenti Fav. Sat. 14. 

Quæſitum ad fontem ſolos deducere verpos. 7. 104, 5. 


And wwe may obſerve from Horace, that they were taken notice 
of in his time, as a ſect of religion that was moſt induſtrious in 
maxing Projelytes. . 


% 


greſs of Learning at that time, whickr ſtill en- 
creas'd the impoſſibility of impoſing upon man- 
kind by falſe and counterfeited Miracles. And 
therefore ſince the Apoſtles grounded the truth 
W — Ac veluti te 6 
Judæi, cogemus in hanc concedere Turbam. . 
Hor. Lib. 1. Sat. 4. v. ult. Vid. Grot. in Matt. v. 43. 
Mie may egſily gueſs, and ſn might the Apoſtles, what ſort of 
entertainment they were to meet with from a people ſo nuch 
doedded to their on religion. And tho the Apoſtles at. firft 
allotꝰd converts from Judaiſm to retain many of the ceremanies 
of their religion together with Chriſtianity, and were even Jo 
complaiſant to them as to oblige the Gentile Conperts to abſtain 
Fron ſome things that were moſt diſagreeable to the Fews, ſuch 
as the eating things that had been offered to idols, and blood ; 
yet there was no reaſon to think that theſe allowances would ſa- 
tisfy the Fews, becauſe they muſt ſee that the main part of 
their religion, the Temple ſervice, muſt fink if Chriſtianity pre: 
ail d, and that the Apoſtles only permitted without laying ftreſs 
upon any other ceremonies of their religion. Neither could the 
Apoſtles look for any better quarter from the Gentiles, eſpecial- 
| ty if they offer d to make any Proſelytes from that religion; 
bey muſt foreſee that they ſhould be hated by them for making 
profeſſion of a religion different from their own, as they ſaw 
| their own countrymen the Fetus were univerſally deteſted by. 
them for the ſame reaſon; and that reaſons of State, as well as 
thoſe of Religion, would oblige every Heathen Government to 
ſuppreſs, if poſſible, thoſe that oppos'd the eſtabliſhed ſuperſtition, 
and to take away the lives and liberties of ſuch as would be 
juag d by them diſturbers of the State, for endeavouring to carry 
off mens minds from the Government-worſhip. And we find 
in fact that Chriſtians were ſo generally hated at Rome toben 
Chriſtianity firſt appear'd there, that when the City was ſet 
on fire by Nero, and the people generally believ'd it was done 
by his order, yet they were pleas d to fee the Chriſtians ſuffer 
as Incendiaries. For Tacitus tells us, © that when Nero laid 
« the burning of the City to the Chriftians charge, they were 
* not ſo much found guilty by any force of evidence, as by the 
% univerſal abhorrence which every body had of that jort of 
« people. Convicti odio humani generis. Tacit. Annal. Ib. xv. 
« Vid. Cave Hiſtor. Literar. Vol. i. p. 61, 62.” People be- 
fiev'd them innocent as to the firing of Rome, and yet were 
pleas'd to ſee them puniſhed as Incendiaries. It was not much 
doubted, as Tacitus tells us, that Nero himſelf was the Incen- 
diary, and yet the averſion was ſo ffrong ag ainſt the C briſtian ſy 
that compaſſion - which uſually attends upon the TO 
| when 


7 4 Vid. Gurdon's Sermon:, p. 456, &c. 


402 
of Chriſtianity upon the evidence of thoſe Mi- 
racles which our Saviour wrought, the numbers 
of thoſe who were thereupon immediately con- 
verted to the Chriſtian Faith is a clear proof 
and demonſtration of the truth and reality of 
thoſe Miracles. Accordingly we find in the Acts 
of the Apoſtles what prodigious numbers were daily 
added to the Church in their time (); and in an 
age or two after the Apoſtles, a very conſiderable 
part of the then known world gave in their names 
to Chriſt and became his Diſciples, notwithſtand- 
ing the many and ſevere perſecutions which were 
rais'd by the Heathen powers to terrify them 
macrom: | FE 
And that which is very remarkable in this mat- 
ter of the firſt converſions to Chriſtianity, is the 
account which Euſebius gives us of the fifteen 
Biſhops of Jeruſalem, who governed that Church 
from the firſt eſtabliſhment thereof to the reign of 
the Emperor Adrian, when the Jews were finally 
deſtroy'd, viz. that they were all of them Jews 
by nation (7). 
No if we conſider the ſtate and condition of 
the Chriſtian Biſhops at that time, what ſmall in- 
ducements either of worldly honour or profit there 
were to engage them in that Office, and how they 
were much more liable to the rage and fury of per- 
ſecution than other men, we may very reaſonably 
conclude, that ſo many eminent Perſons among 
the Jews would never have taken the Govern- 
ment of that Church upon them, and thereby 
have expoſed themſelves to ſo manifeſt a danger, 
if they had not been convinced beyond all doubt 


when they are believed to be innocent, could not be raiſed by all 
their ſufferings : and therefore tis plain, whilſt this aver- 
ion laſted, there could be no hopes for the Apoſtles of living 
tolerably eaſy with them. Gurdon's Sermons at Boyle's Le- 
tures, p. 440, &c. ) AQs ii. 41. iv. 4. v. 14. 
Euſeb. Eccl. Hiſt. lib. iv. cap. 5. | Santa 


of 


17 


of the truth and reality of thoſe Miracles upon 


which the Religion of Chriſt was built and eſta 
bliſh'd. And as the time in which the Evangeliſts 


publiſh'd their Goſpels is a ſufficient e of 
their ſincerity, fo in the 
5th: and laft place, The multitude of copies 
which were immediately tranſcribed of thoſe Go» 


ſpels, and that in places far diſtant from each 


other, and the great number of tranſlations: 
which were made of them into ſeveral lan- 
guages of the World, is a juſt and reaſonable 
evidence to us of the genuineneſs and autho- 
rity of thoſe Goſpels, which we now receive as 
written by them (5); ſince by means of —_ 
many copies and tran{lations, the truth and 

rity of the Sacred Text are ſufficiently ſecured a- 
gainit all corruption. *Tis true indeed by the 
great multitude of thoſe copies, the various 
lections have amounted to a prodigious number; 


and it could not poſlibly be otherwiſe, unleſs 


(as a learned Writer (z) well obſerves) Provi- 
_ dence had fo ordered it, that in millions of co- 

es tranſcribed in ſo many ages and nations 
all the Notaries and Writers, who made it their 
trade and livelihood, ſhould be infallible and im- 
peccable. But theſe various lections are ſo far 
from rendring the Sacred Text precarious, as ſome 
authors have vainly imagined, that next to the 
Providence of God they are the greateſt ſecuri- 
ty we have of the purity and genuineneſs of it; 
fince by this means the errors and miſtakes which 
have fallen into ſome copies have been clearly 
rectified and amended by the uſe of others. And 
as without the uſe of thoſe many copies, the 
errors in the Sacred Text would have been very 
numerous, and ſome omiſſions perhaps irrepa- 

{s) Vid. Grot. de Veritat. lib. iii. $. 2 Biſhop Gibſon's 
third Paſtoral Letter p. 63, to 68. () Phileleuth. Lipſienſ. 


Remarks on Free Thinkinz, part. i. p. 76. 
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rable, ſo I make not the leaſt doubt, but if we 
had the aſſiſtance of more copies, there might 
ſtill be found to add to the beauty at 
Teaſt, if not to the perfection of iit. 
-*Tis true indeed there have been inſtances gi- 
ven of deſigned omiſſions and alterations in ſome 
antient copies of the New Teſtament (2), but 
they chiefly concern'd things that were of no con- 
ſequence to Religion, ſuch as our Saviour's weep- 
ing over Feruſalem, Luke xix. 41. which was left 
out of ſome copies that were thought moſt cor- 
rect, becauſe it was judg'd to be a paſſion unbe- 
coming our Saviour. An inſtance of deſign'd alte- 
ration is ſaid to be in John vii. 8. where our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour told His Diſciples that He ſhould 
not go up to the feaſt of Tabernacles, to which 
he yet went up, as appears from ver. 10, St 
Jerome obſerves, that Porphyry had marked this 
paſſage as an argument of our Saviour's incon- 
ſtancy; and therefore that the particle sx which 
ſignifies not, was in ſome copies chang'd into 
zm Which ſignifies not as yet, to avoid the force 
of this objection. But not to mention that this 
ealumny of Porphyry was wholly impertinent 3 
ſince ſuppoling the true reading to be * araC2ivo 
1 go not up to this ſeaſt, yet as Interpreters right- 
ly obſerve our Bleſſed Saviour might mean no 
more by it, than that He did not deſign to go 
up to the Feaſt in that publick manner, which 
ſome of His Relations ſeem'd to deſire, ver. 3, 4. 
I ſay not to mention this, #7 2raCuivre ] go not 
up as yet unto this feaſt may as well be allowed 


to be the true reading as the other, ſince it-is ſo 


read by Nonnus the famous Paraphraſt, and by: 
Chryſoſtom and Euthymius, and in innumerable. 
Greek copies, and particularly in the moſt antient 


C Vid. Gurdon' Sermons at Boyle LeBures, p. 494. &c. 
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and famous copy of the Vatican, as an eminent 


Critic obſerves (απu. 


And to mention only one inſtance more; the 


25th of Mark ver. 25. where it is ſaid that the 
time of our Saviour's Crucifixion was at the third 


hour, is ſaid to have been altered to reconcile it © 


with John xix. 14. where it is ſaid to be about 
the ſixih hour. And yet it is obſerv'd, that 


ſome copies of St John had the third as well aa 


ſome copies of St Mark the ſixth; in all which 
inſtances it is plain, that theſe ſuppoſed altera- 


tions in different copies do not in the leaſt affect 
the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity. And if in a matter 


of Faith ſome paſſages in the New Teſtament were 
deſignedly altered, as they are ſaid to be in the 
time of the Arian controverſy, as 1 Tim. iii. 16, God 
was 1wanifeſted in the fleſh, is ſaid to be altered by 
the Arians into which was manifeſted in the fleſh, the 
better to avoid the force of the word God; andthe 
famous text in 1 Job. v. 7. of the Three that bear 
record in Heaven, is ſuppoſed by ſome to have been 


Inſerted. by the Orthodox Chriſtians to ſerve their 


urpoſes ; (tho? this matter does not relate to the 
oſpels, with which I am concern'd at preſent, 
but to the Epiſtles) yet thus much may not im- 
properly be ſaid of theſe alterations, that if 
the Arians did alter the firſt of theſe texts as is 


here ſuppoſed, it could be of no ſervice at all 


to their cauſe, ſince there was a much greater 
number of copies of the Epiſtles atthe time of the 
| Arian controverſy than there were of the Go- 
ſpels, when the alterations of the Goſpels before- 
mentioned were ſuppoſed to have been made-z 
and therefore if the Arians had altered that text 
in ſome few copies that fell into their hands, they 
could not but know that the true reading would 
be ſtill preſerv'd in many copies which they had 
not in their poſſeſſion, and which in many di- 


{) Lud. de Dieu ap. Poli Synopſ. Critic. in loc. 
P ſtant 
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ſtant parts of che world were in the hands of the 
Orthodox Chriſtians. And I cannot imagine of 
what uſe it would be to their cauſe to make the 
alteration, ſince they mult needs know that Chriſt 
was called God in many paſſages of Scripture, 
which were left unaltered. _ 

There are indeed many learned men who ear- 
neſtly contend that the reading, which was manife- 
ted, L the old and true reading *. But for my part, 

I think it cannot poſſibly be the true reading; be- 
cauſe as many good Critics have obſery'd +, ſeve- 
ral parts of the ſame period cannot properly be 
accommodated to that ſenſe, For tho? the Inter- 
pretation of Grotius might be admitted (which 
yet I think ſounds very harſh and ſeems forced) 
vz. that by the myſtery of Godlineſs which was 
manifeſted in the fleſh. is meant, that the Hea- 
venly Goſpel was firſt made known, not by An- 
gels but by mortal men, and as to their external 
appearance weak and frail men, to wit, Chriſt 
and His || Apoſtles; (which manifeſtation may, 
I conceive, with much greater propriety be aſ- 
cribed to Chriſt as God, who by St Jobn is ſaid 
to have come in the fleſh, I Eil. iv. 2. and who 
again obſerves in his Goſpel, cbap. i. ver. 14. 
that the Word, whom he had before affirmed 
to be God in ver. 1. was made ſlaſt, or become fleſh, 
{s ary c i) which ſeems to differ but very 
little from that paſſage in this text Ode tpavzpwy 
zr gag GOD was manifeſted in the fleſh) and tho” 
we might allow of Dr Clarke's interpretation, 
how the myſtery of Godlineſs might be ſeen of 

6 gia , and allo that it might be preach'd to 
T the 
7" Via. De Clarke's 82rmms, Vol. vi. p. 191. Poli Synopſ. 
Critic. in loc. # Vid. Poli Sept Sitic ibid. 

y Vid. Grot. Comment. in loc. 


+ This perhaps is the meaning of that abſcure text 1 Tim. iii. 
16. The myſtery of Godlineſs (or God) manifeſt in the fleſh, 


was ſeen of Angels; geen not in the literal fenfs, for that was 
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che Gentiles ; (which expreſſion is however in 
—_ Scripture frequently uſed of Chrift as well 
as of His Goſpel, 1 Cor. i. 23. 2 Cor. iv. 5. Phil, i. 
x5, 1 19.) I ſay tho? this might be allowed, yet 
the appellation juſtiſied in the Spirit does un- 
doubtedly relate to the Perſon of Chriſt, and 
plainly ſignifies the Teſtimony which the Holy 
Spirit gave at His Baptiſm of His being the true 
M-flias and the Son of God, Matth. ini. 16, 17. 
and by the Miracles which he wrought | by Him, 
Matith, xii. 22, to 33. and laſtly by raiſing Him 
from the dead, Rom. i. 4. 1 Pet. iii. 18. And fo 
likewiſe the laſt part of this period cannot, with- 
out manifeſt abſurdity, be applied to any thing 
but to our Saviour Chriſt, viz. received up into 
glory, For tho? the learned Grotius would fain in- 
terpret even this of the Goſpel of Chriſt, viz. 
that it was gloriouſly exalted, or highly eſteem- 
ed, by reaſon of the ſuperior ſanctity of ir's pre- 
cepts to thoſe of any other inſtitution, yet he could 
not produce any paſſage of Scripture in which the 
phraſe 4rianu22n e En received up into glory was uſed 
in that ſenſe ; but endeavours to defend his inter- 
pretation from that paſſage in Acls x11. 48. (where 
it is ſaid, that when Paul and Barnabasturn'd from 
the, Jews upon account of their obſtinacy and con- 
temptuous treatment of them, and preach'd the 
Goſpel to the Gentiles, they rejoiced and iZ=7cp , 
q abſov 7s wee, glorified the word of the Lord) and alto 
from the words & Vn ſignifying gloriouſly as well 
as in glory, But this is nothing at all to the pur- 
poſe ; for tho* there is no doubt but the words 
En may be rendered glorious or gloriouſly, as well 
as in glory, and ſeems to be ſo underſtood in 2 Cos. 
iii. 8. and Phil. iv. 19. yet the force of the Cri- 
ticiſm does not depend upon the words < n, 


mo myſtery, but underſtood, apprehended, made plain to the 
Angels, who were before in that ſenſe deſirous to Joak into it. 


Clarke ibid. vid. Hammond in loc. 
„ 5 but 
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but upon the whole phraſe taken together, «ve- 
d ©» dn, which plainly ſignifies our Bleſſed 
Saviour's Aſcenſion into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, the happineſs of which is frequently called 
in Scripture by the name of Glory, Rom. viii. 18. 
2 Gor. iv. 17. & paſſim. For thus we find the 
word ri uſed by St Luke, when he is ſpeak- 
ing of that Aſcenſion, Adds i. 2. and again ver. 9. 
. where he makes mention of it, he uſeth a word 
of much the ſame ſignification. Andwhen He had 
ſpoken theſe things, while they bebeld, He was taken 
up from them, and a cloud (ehe received Him 
out of their ſight. But nevertheleſs, tho* I am 
| fully perſuaded that the true reading of this Text 
is, God was manifeſted in the fleſh, as it is now vead 
in our Bibles, notwithſtanding what Grotius 
and others alledge to the contrary, and therefore 
thought it proper to obſerve thus much in vin- 
dication of it ; yet on the other fide I am much 
inclin'd to think, that the different reading of 
this Text was rather owing to the negligence 
and miſtakes of the Tranſcribers, than to any 
deſfign'd alteration by the Arians, not only for 
the reaſon above-mention'd, but alſo becauſe it 
is certain that it was ſo read in many antient co- 
pies, (notwithſtanding what the learned Bezg 
aſſerts to the contrary) and likewiſe in ſome af 
the old verſions “. 
And as to the other text in 1 John v. 7. I cannot 
ſce that it was in any wiſe neceſſary to the cauſe of 
the Orthedox Chriſtians to inſert it into St John's 
Epiſtle; ſince tho? it be true that there is no other 
Text in Scripture, in which it is ſaid expreſsly that 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt are One, yet 
there are innumerable - kh in which the ſame 
thing 1s afſerted and maintained by clear conſe- 
quence 3 as in all thoſe paſſages of Scripture, 


Vid. Grot. & Gothofred. in Loc. Phil. Lipſienſ. Remarks, 


| oy i. p. 83. 
wher! 


—B gow, 4 
where the Son and Holy Ghoſt are ſaid to be 
God, Jobn i. 1. Rom. ix. 5. As v. 3, 4. Luke 


38. (y) where Chriſt is ſaid to be the Creator of 


all things, Jobn i. 3. Coloſſ. i. 16. and both the 
Son and the Holy Ghoſt have Divine Attributes 
and Perfections aſcrib'd to them, John xvi. 30. 
Kev. i. 17. Heb. xiii. 8. Rev. xvil. 14. Ja. ix. 6. 
Adds x. 36. Heb. ix. 14. 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11. Jobn 
xvi. 13. For ſince the Holy Scriptures as well as 
natural reaſon aſſure us, that there is but one 
God, Ila. xliv. 8. xlv. 5. and yet the ſame Scriptures 
in many places do clearly teſtify, that the Son 
and Holy Ghoſt are God, the conſequence is 
plain, that They muſt be One and the Same 
with the Supreme God ; unleſs the Scriptures, 
when they apply the term God to the Son and the 
Holy Ghoſt, uſe it in a metaphorical and equi- 
vocal ſenſe, which ſurely it will be a great diſ- 
honour and reflection upon the Holy Scriptures 
to ſuppoſe (z), and which, let men think what 
they pleaſe, cannot poſſibly be for theſe plain rea- 
ſons, becauſe the Son and Holy Ghoſt are joined 
.together with God the Father in the form of 
Baptiſm, Matt. xxviii. 19. and in the Apoſtolical 
Benediction, 2 Cor. x11. 13. and becaule the act 
of Creation (which is certainly a Divine Prero- 
gative) (vid. Rom. i. 20.) is aſcrib'd to the Son, 
and Divine Worſhip is requir'd by God the Fa- 
ther to be paid to Him, John v. 23. Heb. 1.6. and 
becauſe the eſſential Attributes and Perfections of 
the Divine Nature are attributed both to the Son 
and Holy Ghoſt, as was before obſerv'd; all which 
would certainly never have been done in the Hol 
Scriptures, if the Son and the Holy Ghoſt were 
God only in an equivocal ſenſe ; ſince to thoſe, 
whom the Scriptures call by the name of God in 


(y) Vid. Pearſon on the Creed, p. 315. 
(z) Vid. Dr Waterland's f Defence of his Queries, Quer, 
zii. p. 47s &, 1 
; & meta- 
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a metaphorical and equivocal ſenſe, ſuch as An- 
gels and Magiſtrates, Sc. we never find any 
thing of this nature attribute. 
From all which I conclude that there is not 
o much ground to believe, that there have been 
any additions and alterations made in the antient 
copies of the New Teſtament with reſpect to 
matters of Faith, as is ſaid to be. 
Blut be that as it will, there are two conſiderati- 
ons which will effectually ſecure and aſcertain to us 
the purity and genuineneſs of the Sacred Text. 
2/7, That tho? there have been many great er- 
rors and miſtakes, and ſome deſign'd omiſſions 
and alterations, in ſeveral copies of the New 
Teſtament, yet by reaſon of the great multitude 
of thoſe copies, thoſe errors have been clearly 
"rectified, ſince the true reading hath been always 
Preſerved in ſome or other of them; and as for 
the deſign'd omiſſions and alterations they were 
only (as hath been already ſhewn) in matters of 
a trifling and indifferent nature, and ſuch as did 
not concern the Eſſentials of Religion, and yet 
they were capable of being amended and recti- 
fied the ſame way. And, 
2d). If we ſhould ſuppoſe that there have 
'been ſome few wilful alterations and corrup- 
tions of the Sacred Text in matters of mo- 
ment, (which from what has been ſaid before 
there is no reaſon to grant) yet they cannot in 
any wiſe endanger the purity of the Goſpel, or 
the Eſſentials of the Chriſtian Religion; ſince all 
that is neceſſary to ſalvation, both in point of 
Faith and Practice, is ſo interwoven with the 
ſubſtance and body of the New Teſtament, that 
1t cannot poſſibly be effaced or deſtroy'd by 
any miſtakes or deſigns of men. And as an in- 
comparable Critic obſerves (c), take never 
+* ſo many copies of the New Teſtament, and 
4% Philsleuth. Lipſ. Remarks on Free Thinking, part. i. p. 76. 


66 put 
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«« put them into the hands of a knave or a fool, 
« and yet with the moſt ſiniſtrous and abſurd - 
* choice, he ſhall not extinguiſh the light of 
« any one chapter, nor fo ditguiſe Chriſtianity £7 1 
but that every feature of it will be fill the _— 
«© Tali 7x” * ©" = "RO | 
And this is ſufficient to ſatisfy any reaſonable 1 
man, that the Goſpels waich we now receive are 
to all intents and purpoſes the ſame, as were at 
firſt deliver'd to the world by 'the Evangeliſts 
and Apoſtles; and tho' God hath not mura- 
culouſly interpos'd to preſerve the Sacred Books 
from all errors and miſtakes, as ſome men have 
unreaſonably argued He ſhould have done (2), 
yet in His good Providence He hath open'd an 
effectual way in the manner above mention'd for 
the amending and rectifying of thoſe errors, and 
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hath ſo conti ived and digeſted the Revelation af 
His Will made by His Son, as to ſecure it againſt 
all poſſibility of corruption. And Iwill be bold 
to ſay (and I think all men ought to reſt ſatisſied 
therewith) that the Edition of the New Teſta- 
ment which we now have is as perfect and com- 
pleat, as in all reaſon could be expected or de- 
Hired, and is with reſpect both to the genuineneſs 1 
of the ſenſe, and the exactneſs and propriety of | 
the language, more correct and accurate than any a 
Greek Author now extant in the world. | 
Secondly, If the Miracles of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour had not been really wrought, - as in the 


Goſpel they are ſaid to be, there is no doubt bur 


' (4) Th# there is a great variety (in the readings of the 

New Teſtament) yet no new doctrine can be raijed from thence, 
nor no receiebd one confuted; no hiſtory of any moment, in ro- 
gard to the truth of the Chr. tiun Religion, which was before 
believ'd from the Books of the New Te/tament, is from thence to 
be rejefted, nor any that was before unknazon to be collected 
from the various readings. Le Clerc's Notes on Grot. de veri- 
tat. lib. iii. F. 15. See the place in Grotiuss 
{e) Vid. Phil. Lipſ. Remarks, part i. p. 70, 77. ch 
| | ere 
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there would have been ſome hints and obſervations 
in the memoirs and hiſtories of the firſt ages of the 
Church, which would have contradicted the Scri- 
pture account of Chriſt's Miracles; for this is 
what uſually happens in fuch caſes, and might 
very reaſonably have been expected in a matter 
of ſo great importance: but that there was no 
ſuch thing in any of the primitive records (tho? 
many of them have been long ſince loſt) is very 
evident from hence, that Celfus and Julian and 
Porpbyry, who liv'd near the times when theſe 
Miracles were ſaid to be done, could not have 
fail'd to have known them, and conſequently to 
have cited them, if there had been any; for as 
a learned Divine (f) well obſerves, they were 
<< all men of fine parts and great reading, and 
<< as they profeſſedly wrote againſt Chriſtianity, 
<< they could not but have cited their Authors, 
e had they known any who had denied the facts 
<< of Chriſt ; but this being never done, tis, 
4 ſays he, ſo great a preſumption in favour of 
<< the truth of the Miracles done by Jeſus, that 
<< it amounts even to evidence for them.“ And 
ſince many counterfeit Miracles, not only of the 
modern Church of Rome, but alſo in former 
ages of the world, have been fairly detected; and 
where plain and direct proof of their falſhood 
hath been wanting, there have yet been the 
ſtrongeſt reaſons to ſuſpect the reality of them, 
becauſe they were not wrought with ſufficient pub- 
lick evidence, and were plainly deſign'd to ſup- 
port the ſecular intereſts of men, as particularly 
in the times when Monkery met with the greateſt 
encouragement (g); I ſay, ſince the caſe of falſe 
Dr Sykes's Eſay on the Truth of the Chriftian Religion, 


p. 143. e 
In alnaſi every page of the hiſtories of thsſe days (the 
Monkiſh times) we meet with Miracles wronght in favour of 
the friends and protectors of the Monks. Rapin's Hiſtory of 
England, Vol. i. p. 372. = 3 
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and counterfeit Miracles hath been ſuch ; that 
the Miracles of Chriſt, tho' wrought in the moſt 
publick manner in the preſence. of enemies as 
well as friends, were never yet diſproved in any 
one inſtance, but have ſtill maintain'd their cre- 
dit and reputation in the world, and been atteſted 
to by the greateſt enemies which Chriſtianity 
ever had ; and that notwithſtanding the ſevereſt 
enquiry made into them in the time when they 
were done, and the ſtricteſt examination of all 
ages ever ſince, is, I think, a clear proof and 
_ demonſtration of the Truth and Reality of them. 
To which we may add what the aforeſaid learned 
Author judiciouſly obſerves, viz. ** that any 
<< conceſſion of. the facts done by Jeſus (which 
yet is often made by the antient adverſaries to 
© Chriſtianity) could not ariſe from any feats of 
<«« offending the Supreme Powers, nor of draw- 
<< ing upon themſelves any inconveniences from 
< the people; for when Celſus and Porphyry 
„ wrote, the Governing Powers were open ene- 
“ mies to Chriſtianity, and Chriſtians were in a | 
t perſecuted ſtate. Julian was Emperor him- 
« ſelf, and wanted. no will to have brought a- 
“ bout his deſigns; nay, he once had been a 
« Chriſtian, and had employ'd his pains in the 
« ſtudy of the Chriſtian Religion: could he 
ve therefore have charged the Evangeliſts with 
e falſhood, or had he been able to have denied 
& the facts which Jeſus did, he could be under 
«© no fears, nor under any temptations. to allow 
“ them (S).“ 5 Cys os 
_ . Thirdly, We have this further proof and con- 
firmation of the Truth of the Goſpel-Hiſtory, 
that ſeveral particular and remarkable paſſages 


(5) Dr Sykes“ ay, p. 143. N 
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* chat PU are een by concurrent teſti- 


monies of prophane and unqueſtionably unpre- 
judiced Authors. Many of theſe reſtimonies are 
related by Grotius in his admirable Book De Verit. 
Relig. Chriſtiane Lib. ii. 5. 5. & Lib: iii. $. 14. 


as he hath in Lib. i. F. 16. given us a very 
large collection of the teſtimonies of the An- 
.tients concerning the hiſtorical paſſages in the 


Old Teſtament. It may not be amiſs to mention 
two or three of thoſe teſtimonies concerning mat 


ters of fact mention'd in the New Teſtament, to 
which the learned Dr &. Clark h hath added a few 


more from other Writers. 
Thus, that there was ſuch a perſon as Jolii 
Chriſt, who lived in Judæa at the time when the 
Goſpel relates, is affirm*d by Tacitus in the paſ- 
ge above-mentioned (p. 99.) and acknowledg'd. 
by al Authors who have written ſince that time. 
any particulars likewiſe of the Goſpel Hiſtory 
S John the Baptiſt, Herod and Pi- 


late, are Fargety recorded by Joſephus; not to 


mention the famous 'teſtimony which Jefepbus 
himfelf | pa of Jeſus, becauſe it is by ſome 
not to be genuine; tho? as Mr Echard 

obſerves i) it is certainly very antient, and tho” 
fome modern Critics have doubted of it and ar- 
kr againſt it, yet, fays he, we do not find 
at the Antients ever did; and which is a great 
urnent of the genuineneſs of that paſſage, it is, 

r Clarke obſerves, found in all | the antient 
Copres of that book (/). The Star which ap- 
pear'd at Chriſt's Birth, and the journey of 


the Wife Men thereupon, are both mention'd_by 


Chalcithus the TI who * about 


t) Eel 257 go, p. 410. fob A. D. 94- 
Wl Sermons at Boyle”; Lectures, part ĩi. Prop. 13. F. 11. 


4 1. 


- Fig T wn 
A. D. 330. ( I know that this Philsfopher is © 
by ſome perſons affirm'd to have been a3Chr®  _ - 

ſtian and Archdeacon of the Church of Car=  _. © 

thage, but it is an affirmation without any juſt 

ground, as the learned Dr Cave hath obſerved 
from ſeveral expreſſions in that work which he 
hath publiſhed, which cannot be reconcil'd with 
the ſuppoſition of his being a Chriſtian (m). 

Many of our Bleſſed Saviour's Miracles, par- 

ticularly His healing the Lame and 'the Blind, 
and caſting out of Devils, as they are matters of 
fact, are expreſsly own'd by the moſt implacable 
enemies of Chriſtianity, ſuch as Cel/us and Fu- 
lian, and the Authors of the Jewiſh Talmud (u). 
Herod's cauſing all the children in Bethlehem un- 
der two years old to be ſlain, and a reflection 
made upon him on that occaſion by the Empe- 
ror Auguſius, are related by Macrobius (o), who 
liv'd towards the end of the fourth century; he 
tells us, that when Auguſtus heard that Herod's 
ſon was kill'd among the infants under two years 
old, whom Herod had commanded to be ſlain, 
he faid, it was better to have been Herod's hog . 


(!) ER quoque alia ſanctior & venerabilior Hiſtoria, &c. 
There is another more Holy and Venerable Hiftory, which relates 
the appearance of a new Star, not to fortel diſcaſes and death. 

but the deſcent of a Venerable God to ah 1 mankind, and to 
ſpew favour to the affairs of mortals; which Star the Wiſe Men 
of Chaldza objerving as they travell d in the night, and being 
very well Millid in viewing the Heavenly bodies, they are ſaid 
to have ſought after the new birth of this God; and havin 
found that Majeſty in a Chiid, they paid him worſhip, and made 
ſuch vows as were agreeable to ſo great a God. Chaleid. Com- 
ment. on Timæus, ap. Grot. Annotat. ad lib. ui, $.14. * 

in) Cave Hiſtor. Literar. Vol. i. p. 149. 

(2) Grot. lib. ii. §. 5 5 

(e) Cum audiſſet (Auguſtus) inter pueros, quos in Syria 
Herodes Rex Judæorum intra bimatum juſſit interfici, filium 
quoque ejus occiſum; ait, melius eſt Herodis porcum eſſe quam 
filium. Macrob. lib. ii. cap 4. N Ho. 
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than his ſon: a 1 ſo very peculiar and 
remarkable, that as the learned Dr Clarke. ob- 
ſerves: (v) tis ſtrange. how Grotis could amit 
to mention it in the place above: mention d. 
The Author of the ſcheme of literal prophe- 
cy ſeems to queſtion the fact of Herod it ſelf, as 
related by St Maithew (as he had before queſtion'd 
that of the journey of the Wiſe Men) and thinks 
it is ſubject. to great difficulty (2); and well 
knowing of what ſervice to the Chriſtian cauſe 
the teſtimony of Macrobius now cited would be, 
he hath laboured all that he can to diſprove and 
invalidate that teſtimony. But the great weak- 
neſs of his reaſoning, as well as his miſtakes in 
the hiſtory of that matter, have been fully laid 
open by the learned Biſnop Chandler in his 
vindication of his defence of Chriſtianity, p. 461 
10 4 2. and ſomewhat more largely by the learn- 
ed Mr Maſſon in a diſſertation annexed thereto, 
in which the: ſlaughter of the children in Bethle-- 
bem as an hiſtorical fact in St Matthew's Goſpel, 
and the teſtimony of Macrobius concerning it, 
_ clearly vindicated beyond any. poſlibility of 
m—_— 
Ehe Death and Reſurrection of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour Chriſt, and the report of the Miracles which 
He wrought, were tranſmitted to the Emperor 
Tiberius by Ponitus Pilate the Governor of Judæa; 
it being the cuſtom of the Governors of the Ro- 
man Provinces to ſend the Emperor an account 
of all remarkable Events which happen'd under 
their Government, as Euſebius teſtifies (r): up- 
on which Tiberius Ceſar propos'd to the Senate 
that our Saviour might be enroll'd among the Gods. 
This relation Mr Echard obſerves is doubted of by 
(] Sermons at Boyle's Lefures, ibid. ; 
JJC i EIT | 
r] Hiſt. Eccl, lib. ii. cap. 2. 


* 


ſome 


= 


SW 6 
* 


ſome men Y. but for what reaſon I cannot ima- 
gine, unleſs it be as Dr Cave intimates that the Acts 


of Pilate were corrupted, or atleaſt others framed 
in imitation of them, both by the Hereticks and 


the Gentiles (). For this relation of Pontius Pilate 


is not only mention'd- by Euſebius in the place now 
cited and by Oroſius, but alſo by Tertullian and 


Juſtin Martyr, who in his ſecond apology for the 
Chriſtian Religion, for the proof of our Bleſſed 
Saviour's Miracles appeals to theſe Acts of Pi. 
late, which appeal ſurely. he would not have da- 
red to have made to the adverſaries. of the Chri- 


ſtian Faith, if there had been no ſuch Acts. 
And to mention no more, the miraculous dark- 


neſs and earthquake, which happen'd at our Bleſ— 
ſed Sa viour's Crucifixion, are in a particular man- 
ner atteſted to by Phlegon Trallianus, Who was 


the Emperor Adrian's Free- man, and who finiſh'd 


his famous calculation of the Olympiads about 


A. D. 140. (u Which Teſtimonies of Prophane 


and Heathen Authors concerning the truth of 
ſeveral remarkable paſſages mention'd in Scrip- 


ture I do not here produce, as if I thought in 
the leaſt that the Goſpel-Hiſtory was not ſuffi- 
ciently clear and evident without them, but only 

for the more compleat ſatisfaction of our modern 


Infidels, who are apt to lay a much greater ſtreſa 
upon ſuch kind of teſtimony, than they de upon 


(s) Echard's Ecel. Hifory, 8 vo. p. 231. ſub A. D. 34. 

(.) Hiſt. Literar. Vol. i. p. 4. ELD 
(4) T{raglo d ru Tis Mexoonis qu , αννννα-⅛d @, 
Kc. In the fourth year of the two hundred and ſecond Olympiad 
there happend the greateſt Eclipſe" of the Sun that was ever 
Anown; there was ſuch a dark night at the fixth hour of the 
day, that the Stars were ſeen in the Heavens; and there was a 
great Earthquake in Bithynia which overturn'd 4 great part of 
Nicæa. Theſe words are to be. ſeen in Euſebiuss and Hierony- 
mus Chronicon; and Origen mentions it Trae. 35. upon Matt. 
and in his ſecond Book againſt Celſus. Grot. Annotat. ad lib. 

Li. de Veritat. F. 14. | iy gt 
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| n Wein And. 3 
no doubt, but if they could have found ſuch 
plain teſtimonĩes in profane A — of good cre - 
dit, which were directly ſite to the accounts 
of the — Goſpel, they would | 
have been loud and clamorous enough with 
them, and thaught them a ſufficient ground of 
their unbelief, we hope will be ſo juſt and 
eonſiſtent wien themſelves, as to allow _ 
and au of ſuch teſtimonies when they ar 
eck againſt them. And fo much for the — 
and evidence which we have of the Truth and 
Cereainty of the Goſpel· Hi 
| and laftly, I will e only c one A 
vation — in which 5 — — —.— — 
it is ſo frequently enlarged upon by ian 
Writers; and webs is, — the Excellency 
of che Chriſtian Religion, of which it hath plea- 
fed God in His great and abundant Goodneſs to 
give us ſuch clear proof and evidence. We 
need not be atany pains to-prove the Excellency 
of our Religion, fince the greateſt of our adver- 
Aries them [ves have frequently allowed it; and 
whatever objections they have made to ſome of 
its peculiar Doctrines, ſuch as the Trinity and In- 
carnation, Sc. yet they have given ſufficient at- 
reſtation to the Excellency of its Precepts. And 
indeed whoever will but into Chriſtianity 
will ſoon find, that it is of all Religions in the 
world the moſt Excellent, and the moſt wiſely 
contriv'd to promote the Honour and Glory of 
God, and the preſent and future Happineſs of 
Men (ww). And if this be ſo, it muſt _y ren. 
W Merbinks 1 may with ſome confidence halle e any Re- 
| uf 4 the world, b 1 my with fo a er body die ae on of © 
Holy and reaſonable latut, eftabli ſped upon ſuch promiſes and 
threatenings as the Goſpel contains. And if any man tan pra- 


4 4 Religion, that can reaſonably pretend to an equal or a 
greater 


der che crime of thoſe men very great and heavy; 
who by fallacious reaſonings and more eſpecially | 
by prophane wit and banter' endeavour to ridi- 
eule and explode it out of the world. And this 
ſhould likewiſe make all men extremely careful 
and ſincere in the examination of the proofs and 
evidences of Chriſtianity, before they finally 
ſettle themſelves in Deiſm; ſince if the Goſpel df 
_Chriſt ſhould at laſt be found to be true, Inſide- 
lity is reckoned among the worſt of crimes, and 
threaten'd with the moſt terrible and ſevere pu- 
niſhment. See Fob. xv. 22, 24, Heb. ii. 1, 1% g. 
chap. x. 21, 29. chap. iti.12. Matth. xi. 20,1025. 
And this ought alſo to make all Perſons: in Au- 
thority exceedingly careful, that they do not ſuf 
fer this Holy and Excellent Religion to be inſul- 
ted and abuſed by open ſcurrility and prophane- 
neſs, which tends to make the age grow 'wan- 
ton and inſolent, and wears off that awfulneſs 
and veneration which Chriſtianity is apt to have 


greater confirmation than the Goſpel hath ; à Religion, the pre- 
cepts and promiſes and threatemngs whereof are calculated to 
nale men wiſer aud better, more . and more chaſte, 
more meek and more patient, more kind and mare juſt, than the 
laws and motives of Chriſtianity are apt to make nen; if any 
man can produce fuch a Religion, I am ready to be of it. Let 
but any man ſew me any Book in the wor ld, the datrines wbers- 
of have the ſeal of ſuch Miracles as the dofrine of the Scriptures 
| bath; a Book which contains the heads of our duty ſo perfect. 
and without the mixture of any thing that it unreaſonable or 
wicious, or any ways unworthy of God; that commands us eveny 
thing in reaſon neceſſary to be done, and abridgeth us of ao lau- 
1l pleaſure, without offering us abundant recompence for our 
- preſent ſelfdenial; a Book, the rules cwheredf if they were pra- 
#iſed, would make men more pious and devout, more holy and ſu- 
ber, more juſt and fair in their dealings, better friends ad ber- 
ter neighbours, better magiſtrates and better ſubjects, and bet- 
ter in all relations, and which dots offer to the underſtauding of 
men more powerful arguments to perſuade them to be all this; 
Let any man, 1 ſay, ſbem me ſith a Book, and Iwill lay afide 
the Scriptures, and proach out of that. Tillotſon, vol. i. p. 65 „68 
5 15 | upon 


* 
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the minds of Wen, aug e Py . 
9 diſpoſes them for. the rece of A- 
Keim andzingdeiity, which is of very bad — 
miſchie vous conſequence to the State, as well as 
* fatal and dangerous to the Souls -of Men. * 2 
therefore it is incumbent on us all, who make pro- 
feſſion of this Holy Religion, to be very watch- 
ful over our 3 that we neither give any of- 
fence to the enemies of our Faith, no expoſe our 
own Souls to. manifeſt danger by any plain in- 


2 ſtances of immorality and wickedneſs. And ſince 
A we live in an age in which Prophaneneſs and Infi- 
Alelity do fo much abound, and the love of many 
=. towards Chriſt is waxed ſo cold, think we ought 
= to py ſo much the moore ready in ſhewing our 
3 to our Great Maſter and; Saviour 52 SUS 
= ine by ſtanding up. the more earneſtly 
A and reſolutely in defence of His Goſpel. And the 
eat, Ethink, which the 1 of our Holy 
3 Religion requires of us, is that we be at all times 


3 ready and willing to make an open and publick 
Profeſſion of it. And therefore upon a Fall and 
careful examination of the Evidences of Chriſtia- * 
nity, as well as its Excellency, I freely declare 
with St Paul, Nom. i. 16. that I am not aſhamed of 
the Goſpel of Chris. And by the Grace of God, 
(without which our beſt reſolutions are nothing 
dut vain preſumptions) I ſay, by the Grace of 
God, Jam reſotved (and I hope, kind Reader, 
thou art of the ſame mind) that whatever be the 
"conſequence of it in this world, either in oint 
of contempt or ridicule, poverty or hardſhips, 
nds or impriſonment, I will ever adhere to 
"he Goſpel of Chriſt ; nay, and even 200 I ſhould 
lie for a Twill not Oy” it in any wiſe. — 
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